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FT"HE editor of the preſent memoirs viſited Switzerland nine years af. 
ter the death of Kliyogg. and ſaw many who had known him. 
The famed Lavater, M. Tchiffelli (the chief inſtitator of the celebrated 
Economical Society of Berne, ) the ſeventy members of the, Philoſophical 
Society of Zugich, and the ſeveral hundred members of the Helvetic So- 
Giety, with the father of the two Mirabeaus, Count Treſſin, and Mr, Ar- 
tur Young ; are additional vouchers to the public, for the exiſtence or 
for the merits of the ſubject of the preſent hiſtory. If the great Newton 
dame from the claſs of ſmall landed ptoprietors ; if the ſagacious Franklin 
began by being a mechanic; and (to ſay nothing of Shakeſpear and a 
erowd of others) if the Engliſh Brindley, the Scotch Ferguſon, and the 
German Duval and Ludwig, ſprang from the loweſt claſs of peafants ; 
why ſhall we doubt the reality of a Kliyogg Unaſſiſted nature can pto- 
ace perſonages is extraordinary, 'as thoſe ſometimes ariling under erro- 
neous ſyſtems of education.-—The character then here reprefented is not 
feigned ; and yet it is as proper for contemplation, as if it had been in- 
vented ; for even the faults of Kliyogg are inſtructive, — 


The only point artificial about Kliyogg b his name. Though ſutrnam- 
ed Gouyer, and chriſtened James, be was by his countrymen called Klein- 
jogg ; which is German for Little Fames ; (the German for James being 
taken from the Latin Jacobus.) When writing in French they by turns 
kewever ſlyle him Kleinjogg, Kliyogg, Klyiogg, and Klyogg. As ſuch 
22 prevails among his countrymen, u hen deſetibing him in a foreign 

nguage, a liberty in favor of ſimplicity ought perhaps to have been uſed 
io the prefent work in Enþliſh, by calling him Kliog or Klyog, 


Dr. Hirzel, who firſt made known this perſon to the public, wrote in 
German ; which is the language of the largeſt portion of Switzerland, He 


was by office, firſt phyſician to the Republic of Zurich, a member of its 


Council, and occaſionally Secretary to its Senate. His accounts were 
ubliſhed at different periods, in proportion as the life of Kliyogg furniſh. 
$4 the materials. The principal of theſe accounts were gradually tranſ}2- 
ted into Frexch by a friend of the preſent editor, a native of Baſle; who 
had a majority in a Swiſs _ in the pay of France, with the tank of 
Lieutenant: Colonel. Mr. Arthur Young, ſince honorably kgowh by his 
publications, and lately made Secretary to the Engliſh Board of Agricol- 
ture; ſtruck with the firſt patt of the French publication, procuted foy it 
in Engliſb dreſs ; and*annexed it to one of his own works; adding the 
preface given in our appendix, with the notes ftill retained in their pla- 
ces, Mr. Young's own work, and a part of the Evgliſh tranſlation, 
were reprinted in New-|erſey in America, in 1792. 30 
The Eogliſh tranſlation publiſhed under the direction of Mr. Young, 
70 nominally adopted here for the part to which it relates, It required, 
i. tn 4 p : . g 4 and 
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394d has received, cottections in every line, Yet fince many faults have 
| been (till left in it, and ſome have even been introduced in conſequence 
of an intermixture of ſtyles; a new tranſlation would have been more ſa- 
© tisfatory, and certainly more eaſy ; but the conviction of this occurred 
too late. 
The pre ſent compilation offers only one original article, beſides a few 
notes; but it is as full of hiſtorical matter as the German edition, and far 
leſs digreffive ; it is confiterably more complete alſo than the French edi- 
tion; and twice as extenſive in its eſſential parts as the Engliſh, —It has 
obtained theſe advantages by the privilege of rejeRing or ſelecting from 
each at pleaſure, —The liberties taken with the Geyman and French 
works, have been purſuant to a ſpecial authority for the purp« fe, givea by 
their reſpective authors, The libetality of Mr. Young alſo will not al- 
low him to complain of the reform made in the Engliſh rrarflation ; ſince 
be is intereſted iy it by his zeal for the public beneſit alone, and not by * 
his perſonal feelings, 
The compilation here offered to notice, proſeſſes not to he an original 
work, Tt exhibits therefore different ſpeakers, and at different periods; 
but the differences are made ſufficiently diſtinguiſhable. 
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It may be proper to ſtate here, that the Philoſophical Society of 2. 
rich //a Sociele de phyſique } above referred to, which wok great intereſt 
in Kliyngg ; had for its objects, natural philoſophy, its application to 
common life, mathematics, natural hiſtory, and medicine. —* Its firſt vo- 
© lume (ſays the Swiſs author of our French tranſlation,) contained thir- 
teen memoirs, of which ſeven regarded agriculture ſolely. Dr, Hirzel's 
4 firſt account of Kliyogg formed one of thele articles; * * and produced 
excellent eſfects. A number of the clergy recommended it from the 
« pulpit to their congregations. I can teſtify (adds the writer who lived a 
F within twenty leagues of Zurich,) that the work even to iis ſwalleſt pat- Py 
* ticulars, was founded in the moſt perfeR truth,” 

As to the Helvetie Society, it will be made ſufficiently memorable in 
the courſe of the following poges. | 


Something muſt now be ſaid reſpeAing the title of the Rural Socrates, 
{ Le Soerate Raſtique, ) by which Kliyogg has been charaGterized, — The 
amiable author of the French tranſlation claims the merit of ioventing 
this title; aud Dr. Hirzel-confirms his pretenſio The editor indeed 
has ſome where ſeen the appellation in Voltaire, Bot this author proba» * 
bly only borrowed it alloſively trom the French tranſlation, 
Socrates, the antient Greek philuſopher, was originally a Ratuary ; 
yet he improved the Athenians in their ideas of morality and divinity. 
He may even be conſideted as having influenced the faith of many Chrift- 
| 1ans, ſince he was the maſter of Plato, whoſe diſciples in the church of 
Chriſt have been numerous and important, Socrates poſſeſſed alſo a 
mode of incnlcating his ptocepte, ſince called Socratic, which appeared a 
ſingular to his cotemporaries as were his doctrines.— Among the various | 
intereſting views of the life and converſation of Socrates to be found 
among 


among the moderne, perhaps none will appear more ſtriking to ſerious 
mind, than the following by the reſpctable Dr. Law, biſhop of Carliſle. 
I hete was a wondrous man (ſays the biſhap) among the Greeks, who 

© has ofteu been compared to Chrj/, and conſidered as a kind of rype of © 

5 him to the heathen ; there being a great teſemblance between them in 

© ſome remarkable particulars, Socrates lays out all his time in going 

| © about to admoniſh and reform his countrymen ; which he affures them 
1 * was a mintiſt;y enjoined lin hy the Deity, for their henefit, to whom he 

it © ſuppoſes hiwſelt giver or ſent by God: with the utmoli firmneſs, bear- 
11 © ing all the injuries and de ſpiſing the affronts, to which he was continual- 

| | © ly expoſed on that accvunt, He conftantly reſorts to places of public 
Hi © concourſr, and generally grounds his diſcourſes on what occurs there; 

| © making uſe of every place, and reaſon, and occaſion, ta exerciſe and in- 

| 

| 


| * culcate his philoſophy. He chooſes a ſtate of poverty ; to clear himſelf 
© from all ſuſpicion of private intereſt, and make his charafter more unex- 

| 6 ceptionable, by ſkewing that he practiſed what he taught. He avoids 
I meddliug with the affairs of the public; ceclines poſts of authority 
| © amongit them; as theſe, in ſeach bad times, malt have precipitated his 
1 © fate, before he had done them any confiderable ſervice, He perſeveres 
11 in fitting and exawining them, in order to detect their ignorance and 
| | * greſumption and to moriify their pride, on all occaſions ; and declares 
| © that be uſt perſevere iu the ume coute, even when he clearly foreſaw 
| * that the loſs of bis life would certainly attend, it: nay, that he would 
continue this eouiſe, though he were to die ever ſo often for it. When 
| * merely out of ey he is delivered up to his exemies, and on a moſt ma- 
| lic ious profecutiou brought to his trial; inſtead of having recourſe to 
1 * the uſual way of ſapplication, and apply ing to the paſſions ot his judges; 
| he proves to them, that they ought not to admit of any ſuch application 
| „he informs their reaſon, and appeals to their conſcience z and proceeds 
© only ſo far in his own defence, as would be juſt ſufficient to affert his 
© inocence and ſhe them the great i of perſecuting and oppteſſing it. 
© Infiead of uſing or permitting any other means to avoid his death, he 
* igoihes that it was free and voluntary in him, becauſe it was become 
© peceiſary for the worid ; and mcets the iaſtruments thereof with the 

mot calmneſs and ferevity, | 

lie leſt none ot his philofophy in writing, but took good care, as he 
* ſaid, to imprint it deeply in the hearts of bis diſciples ; which ſome of 
« them delivered dowp,to us; (ihough in a manner very different from 
„ that fimplicicy, and ſtrict propriety, wi;h which the goſpels are record- 
«ed :) and, indeed, ihe effects which his iuſttuchions, and examples, had 
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Such is the picture of Socrates ; and it may be aſked, wherein Kliyogg 
reſembles him ?— Their characters certainly differ much; yet in much 
do they correſpond, FP. 4.5 

The unde tſtanding of Kliyogg was indeed leſs elevated and diverſified 
than that of Socrates, but many will think it equally nervous and correct. 
Tf Socrates was the inventor of various new opinions, Kliyogg was the author 
of ſeveral new practices. Socrates attempted to purge the notion of a Deity 
from pagan groſſneſs; and Kliyogg preferved it diſentangled from hypo- 
critical forms and from fanaticiſm. Kliyogg poſſeſſed, like Socrates, pe- 
culiar talents for diſcourſe ; and like him, had for his admirers, various 

rſons high in the conduct of affairs, and many of the learned and polite, 
Each ſhunned public offices from motives alike juſtifiable. For indepen- 
dence of mind and for inflexibility of character, each may be conſidered 
as models, Socrates was heroic in the field of battle“, magnanimous 
with his perſecutors, and ſerene before his judges, Kliyogg not only re- 
fiſted popular clamors which ſo often make the brave tremble, and prac» 
tiſed generofity towards his ſlanderers; but reſolutely furmounted almoſt 
every — infirmity and every external difficulty. Socrates come 
anended the diligent, which was all that bis fituation demanded ; but Kli- 
yogg practiced himſelf a ſevere diligence, till by habit he had rendered ie 
pleaſant, Each according to the extent of his views, ſtudied the inſlu- 
ence and bearings of every incident upon the human mind. Socrates 
alone of the two contemplated the political intereſts of man; but Klizogg 
equalled him in an attention to man in his ſocial, domeſtic, and individual 
charaQers. Socrates ſought to render benevolence and knowledge uni- 
verſal ; but Kliyogg being ſatisfied with bis own benevolence and being 
more than dubious as to the advantage of reading, was content with 
enforcing a love of induftry, economy, ytility, and order. 

Bat in joflifying the analogy eſtabliſhed between the characters of So. 
erates and Kliyogg, we muſt not be thought to place them upon an equa- 
tity. The one labored for the human race, preſent and future ; the other 
for himſelf, his family, and immediate neighborhood, The one was an 
enlightened teacher of philoſophers ; and the other, a ſelf- taught ruſtic, 

one gave precept and example ; and the other, chiefly example, We 
are explicitly and pointedly iaſtructed by the one, and we muſt ga- 
ther inftruftion for ourſelves from the other. But each in his turn may 
be uſeful ; and Kliyogg, for our time and for the many, may even be 
the moſt uſeful, It cannot belong to every one to legiſlate for the human 
race, like a Socrates or a Confucius ; but every one, has a private ſtation 
to fulfil ; and, if he is diſpoſed to fulfil it well, he may profit by the hiſto- 
ry of a Kliyogg. W 

E 


* When Alcibiades ar awaanded and @ priſoner, Socrates reſcued Bim: 
"when Xenophon «was diſmounted and fatigned in a retreat, Socrates carried 
him off upon his ſhoulders, Socrates had both theſe memarable men for his 
pupili, and the left for his hiſtorian, 
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We Hare intimated that Kliyogg was little friendly to learning, — He 
did not diſtinguiſh, it ſeems, between knowledge and learning, between 
books uſe ful and not uſeful, Among vegetables, ſome are ſerviceable, 
ſome indifferent, ſome noxious ; but Kliyogg, as a farmer, certainly would 
not have tejected the uſe of the gifts of nature, becauſe of this mixture in 
them. In viewing an extenſive library, a better inſtructed man thay, Kli- 
yogg might exclaim, © how many of theſe thivgs do I not want!“ but 
even a Caſe hike this leads to no other concluſion, than that good bouks te · 

vice io be ſelected, and their nuaiber to be increaſed. Though many 
* for example, have been printed in diffetent countries, which ate 
of little uſe in families; it does not follow that ſets of family ſermons, in- 
tereſting by their matter and couched in forcible houſhold language, ſo as 
to ſuit at once both children and domeſtics, as well as the heads © 
families, would rot be ſerviceable. Kliyogg, like other men of limited 
education; had his mind too much fixed on ſingle points, He forgot that 
idle hours neceſſarily occur through leifore, through ſickneſs, and through 
age, which require io he filled up; that all farmers have nota mind as ori- 
ginal as his own, and requiring as little inſtruction; that if had books are 
the written ſpeech of the tooliſh, good books are the written ſpeech of the 
wiſe, which all perſons are thus permitted to read and to conſider at lei- 
ſure ; and that there is no better tie to our homes, and to a domeſtic and a 
ſober life, than books, of which unfortunately the number is too ſmall, 
rather than too great. | | 8 

Let us employ the inſtance of Kliyogg againſt himſelf, Had Kliyogg 
made an occaſional uſe of hooks, he might perhaps have ſhunned the dan- 
ger of drinking ; into which he for a time tell, hen he firlt planted his own 
vineyard, He might alſo have borne with more refignation and dignity 
his laſt illneſs ; for experience ſhews, that no better ſupport is to be lough 
oa theſe occaſions, than religion and reading. If his prejudices agai 
books were juſt, even the account of his own life would be ſuppreſſec 
and the benefit of his own example thus be loſt to the Wola. 

Kliyogg perhaps had no opportwnity to ſee good books; and therefgre 
might have been excuſed, had he condemned the majority of hook 
or had he reproved the dearth of good books for perſons in 1aferior fiigas 
tions; as well as cenſured the intemperote n/e of reading. But to arrzzgn 
attention to all written knowledge, is in effect among the reit to «rraign 
attention to a knowledge of nature ; which is indeed one of the moſt im- 

rtant branches of ſcience, Whoever truly poſſeſſes this, bas ſtoted up a 
bien : belix qui potuit rerum cognoſeere cauſas / tos nothing then paſſ. 
es, which does not carry an intereft with it, In ſhort, whatever the rich 
and the amhiticus may think, obſervation will aſcettain, that where out- 
ward circumftarces do not trouble, he is the happieſt of mea who has a 
laboring hand, a thinking head, and a feeling heart, 12 


Kliyogg's averſion to kypocticy and oftentation in felipion, comes next 

r explanation.—-Jo Zurich, an antient and very ſtrict ſect prevails ; 

which has encouraged many to affect great zeal for the outward forms of 

ieligion, Kliyoggy a pions man, who rt ach ar ſcaſt aue book, his big) | 
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and much; conceived that a Phariſee under Chriſt, was ſtill worſe: tan a 
Phariſee under Moſes. . He oppoſed then theſe modern Pharilees ;.;and 
had for it the authority of his maſter Jeſus, who. thus attacked the Pharie 
ſees of old. Do not ye after the works of the Scribes and Phariſees, for 
they /ay and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and grie vous try be 
© borne, and lay them on men's ſhoulders; but they themſelves will not 
move them with one of their fingers. . But all their works they do for to 
© be /eex of men. — And again, Iwo men went üp into the temple to 
6 pray ; the one a Phariſee and the other a Publican, The Phariſce ſtood 
and prayed thus with himſelf: God I thank thee, that 1 am not as 
other men are; extortioners, unjuſt; adulterous ; or even as this Publi- 
can: I faſt twice in the week; I give tithes of all:I poſſeſs. And the 
« Publican, ſtanding afar off, would not lift fo much as his eyes unto hea, 
ven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaving, © God be merciful unto me arfy- 
© ner.” I tell you, this man went down to his houſe juſtiſied, rather than 
© the other. And again more pointedly : * Not every one that /aith un- 
to me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
© doeth the will of my father which is in heaven. Many will 105 to me 
© in that day: Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy and 
© in thy name have caſt out devils; and in thy name done many wonder - 
ful works?” And then will I profeſs unto them, I never knew ye: 
ary ok from me, ye that avork riguity'*—Kliyogg, in acting under im- 
preſſions like theſe, deſerved the thanks of the clergy ; and we find that he 
received them. It was eaſy to be a friend to religion, without being® 
friendly to thoſe who debaſed and made a maſk of it. 
The induſtry. of Kliyogg role perhaps beyond the neceſſary ſtandardg 
fince few can propoſe to themſelves to purſue only one occupation or to 
poſſeſs only one amuſement, namely that of bodily labor. Kliyogg's 
tharſt for ſuch labor was inceſſant and implacable, and its effects bore down 
every thing before it. It was the precile illuſtration of Virgil's Labor 
oha vincit Inprobus.— But if every one cannot attain to Kliyogg's 
paſſion for ſuch induſty, (of which however he ſucceeded in infuſing « 
ortion into his family; yet at leaſt the powers of this creative quality 
favs become ſufficiently manifeſt in his hand, to make ſtrenuous and: ca- 
dy exertions appear in the. light of a profitable duty. It muſt be obſerved 
here, that the induſtry of Klivogg was accompanied with judgment, {y{- 
tem, and economy ; and operated through a long period of time. 


1 1 „eile e en IE” wy " $4,464 444 4 Tyr a 
Without going through the whole of Kliyogg's perſunſions in the con- 
duQ of his life and of his family, let it be obſerved; once for all, that t is 
neither pxetended here to recommend his example, nor even to yindicate 
him from cęnſuge, in every particular. The variety which occurs in che 
ſituations Aman kind, form likewiſe a new reaſon, ſon leaving the chy 
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of his ſyſtems to the quiet comment of the reader. Whatever was right in 
theſe, was right by the force of his regſon; but we muſt not conceive that 
he was therefore reaſonable in all things. | 


The fame reſerve will be applied to the chief of Kliyogg's farming ideas ; 
for it is not propoſed hete to preſent a complete farming ſyſtem, but only 
to relate the proceedings of an individual farmer, | 

One of the agricultural ideas of Kliyogg will alone be noticed as bear- 
ing a particular relation to the ſituation of agriculture in the United 
States, —Kliyogg thought that a ſmall farm well cultivated, is more pros 
duttive and more profitable, than a large farm ill cultivated. He appears 
in this to have formed a juſt deciſion. A large landed p y kept un- 
der cultivation, implies a large inveſtment of capital in the foil, large tax- 
es, large fences and large ploughings ; ſuch a property is not eaſily trav- 
elled over by the ptoprietor, by his laborers, or by his teams ; it is more 
difficult to inſpett it from the farm houſe by the eye; more impracticable 
to prote& it from robbery and inroads j it demands more attendants, and 
more ſeed ; when it becomes likewiſe the common ſyſtem of others in the 
country, it will be found, from the large ſize of each farm, that the market, 
the church, the neighbour, and the artifan's ſhop, muſt each in effect be 
thrown at a greater diſtance ; roads alſo becoming longer, muſt thence be 
kept in worle repair; the country will be found leſs populous within the 
fame extent; and negligent habits will too certainly prevail in every 


ching, which will in time ſeize even the moral character of the cultivator. 


If it be ſaid, that in the United States each cultivator has to provide for 
growing family, as well as to make a large reſerve of woodland for fuel, 


a 
dhe plea ſhall be allowed, and with it a comparatively large poſſeſſion 3 


but the concluſion does not follow, that the principal cultivation of the 
farmer ought to be extended beyond a {mall portion of this very land. 
The — will not the leſs readily convert his lands into caſn, under 
ſuch a ſyſtem ; for if contra#s are eaſily made for large tracts of land, 
ſmall tracts are thoſe which moſt readily command a prompt payment ; 
and when the farmer has become thriving, he can eaſily extend his pur« 
chaſes to the fatisfaftion of the proprietor. 

The elder profeſſor Martyn of Cambridge in England, has a ſenſible note 
in his edition of Virgil, upon the maxim as applied to the vines, of Lau- 
dats ingentia rura : Exiguum colito : (Praiſe large farms, but cultivate ſmall 
ones) He obſerves, * This is an imitation rw verſe of Heſiod. The 
© meaning of the == ſeems to be, that you may admire the ſplendor of a 
large vineyard, but that you had better cultivate a ſmall one: becauſe 
© the labor of cultivating vines is ſo great, that the maſter. cannot extend 
his care of a very large ſpot of ground. —Columella relates a ſtory from 
© Greecinus, in confirmation of this. A man haf two daughters, and a 
© large vineyard, of which he gave a third part with the el ughter in 
marriage: and yet he gathered as much fruit, as he did before. After- 
* wards he married the younger daughter, with another third for her por- 


tion, and ſtill found that his remaining third part produced as much as the 
s whole had done: Which could ariſe from ES cauſe, than that he 
h | was 
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was able to cultivate a third part better than the whole vineyard 
before it was divided.* * Columella mentions this precept of Vir- 
gil with great commendation, and ſays it was taken from a ſaying of 
one of the ſeven wiſe men, | metron ariſton | ; and it was a proverb of the 
« Ca«thaginians, that @ field ought to be weaker than the huſbandman. 
Columella adds, that after the expulſion of the kings, ſeven acres was the 
© allowance to each perſon, from which they derived more profit, than they 
did in his time from large plantations. — See Dr. Martyn Edition | of the 
Georgics, book 2, I. 412-—413.—The reaſoning. in this note applies to 
other farms, as well as to vineyards z provided the labor on the farm is 
increaſed at the ſame time that the farm is divided. But if a large farm 
is kept, as it often is in the United States, with little or no attention; and if 
the parts are treated in like manner, upon being divided ; the parts will not 
— — for being ſeparated ; and this will not be found one of the caſes to 
which the proverb applies, that the half is better than the whole, 
That cultivation indeed in the United States ſuffers from the high 
Prices of labor and other circumſtances, is well known ; but it is equally 
certain that it is favored by the land being cheap and by the — 


low, as well as by the freedom of the government. The w too a- 
bound with the means of making manure, after the manner elted by 
Kliyogg ; as likewiſe with a ſubſtitute for common fodder, ſuch as has 


by many farmers, antient and modern.* 


Little more remains to be ſaid here of Kliyogg.—If he had faults, as 

well as virtues, the virtues largely predominated ;, and his faults were lome# 
times even occaſioned by his virtues. The latter may however be for- 

given, not only as he was human, and himſelf candid to the faults of 

others ; but as he wanted the help of examples, of adviſers, and of books, 

to perfect him. It will be chiefly important however to think of his ex- 

cellencies; which were numerous, important, and oſten uncommon. And 

ſurely we may pardon much to a, man, who formed his character by the 
power of his reaſon ; who raiſed his fortune by the merit of his condutt ; 
who being uncorrupted by flattery and proſperity, remained to the laſt 
what he was in the beginning ; who preſcribednothing to others, to which 
he did not firſt himſelf ſubmit ; who loved the poor, and was honored by 
the rich; who was a diſintereſted friend to the public; and to public im- 
provements ; who examined the tendency of every action, and never did 
« thing which was not founded on ſome well deliberated principle ; who 
was a Chriſtian after the manner of Jeſus, that is, abounding in chari- 
ty and good works ; and finally died at a good old age, bequeathing to 
the lateſt poſterity, an example of profeſſional ſkill, undaunted perſever- 
_ perſonal worth, civic virtue, and a religion copied from the words 
0 hriſt. 6.5 "oF ; dad. cantat 4% 14 4 _ 


A few 


(107% Wes This 5h 5% 5 | 14 | a | . 4 ' 
particulars Qtill remain to be told to the reader reſpecting the 
13759 ry ; F * 


* That is, leaves and twigs, eaten by the cattle dry, Fee Mr. Young's 
Annals of Agriculture, vol. I. p. 207-9 hdd of 
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The notes terminate d by the letter F, are taken from the French tranſ- 
lation; thoſe by the letter Y, are Mr. Voung's; and thoſe by the letter 
E, are new ones arlded to the preſent edition. ; FIT. 
The denominations of money uſed are generally Enghſh, (or ſterling) ;' 
and the amounts capreſſec are generally copied from the Engliſh tranſla- 
ton publiſhed by Mr. Young, without any examination. mY 
'The word bojfeau has been tranflated bibel; and perhaps it has the 
ſame origin in point of etymology ; but no dependence can be placed on 
its repreſenting the fame meuſure as the Wincheſter buſhel of Englund. 
In truth, the meaning of the word boiſſenn differs exceedingly in various 
parts ot the continent of Europe. This is an einbarraſtment which can- 
not euſily be removed, and happily it will not be found a very important 
o „ „ eee 4441 » ee N als 15, Ane 
$117: Various paſſages in the following hiſtory are in effect given in the form 
| Þ | of dialogue, though the change of the Speaker is often marked only by 
| the" ue of inverted commas. The eclitor had to copy what was before 
15 him, in this reſpect; and Marmontel in the preface to his Moral Tales, 
| :ives' the following juſtification of the method. I propoled ſome years 
il fince und the article Dialogue in the French] Encyclopedia; to ban- 
bi * if the /atd he and Said je; from lively and animated dialogue.  Ithave' 
| made the experiment in theſe Tales, and I think it has ſucccedetl. This 
1 manner of rendering the narrative more rapid, is troublelome only at 
ö | * firſt : As ſoon as we are accuſtomed to it, it makes the talent of rin g 
© wel, appear to great advantage.” Cicero however (fee his work die ami .- 
Eins) nd other eminent perſons have adopted the form uſed by dramatic 
writers, for repreſenting the charge of ſpeakers in their diulogues 3 and as 
this mode ſeems the leuſt liable to miſtake and loſes no adyantages, & ap- 
THT peurs iii long dinlogues to deferve the pre ſeren dss 
Let it he a concluding remark, that it is impoſſihle at this period to aſ- 
certain the exactneſs of each individual page in the following relation. If 
171 either of · the relpective hiſtorians hus exaggerated his portion of the narra- 
| tiv (and one only can be ſuſpected of this,) Kliyogg is no gainer by the 
artifice, however well intended. The reader is never more than in a ſecon- 
dary degroę intereſted by fiction; and the fame qualities which firſt procur- 
ed getire to Kliyogg; would ſtill ſupport attention, though repreſented on- 
7 their. genuine cofors. Nature never forms any -con{picuous perſon, 
Rhout giCing Him at the fame time What may be called manner and ac- 
<vin niment, * 'F he deception,” however, from a few artificial touches can 
Sly b&llettder:” if the character of Kliyogg is too original to have been 
$6venrex in che firlt nance : the unity of it, as it forms a neu internal 
Var. its 2 — no leſs a check againſt its being alloyed by what is 
cOuümterfeit. Reid and habit had ſo compleatly the maſtery in this man, 
and the {yſtems of his mind when once conceived were ſo maniſeſt in all 
- their parts ; that after a, given portion of his character has been well aſcer- 
rand. Þy &idence * lein dk Gy he mueh impoled upon the felt. 
Nor can any thing be ſubſtituted in Kliyogg, which will*not "make us re 
ret the part of Kliyogg which is miſſing. With this explanation addreſſ- 
1 the eridicand de an of the worldh and. this Yaris fathton oſtered to tlie 
lover of Virtue and of nature; the Rüral Socrates is veſiguiad into che 
hands of its readers. 
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g Page 1. 1 laſt line but one, for ſecond read; third. 

15. line 23 of the note, for cory, read grain. N. B. This correſtion 
nick be made throughout the work; corn, in the countries colonized from 
Great Britain, meaning in general Indian corn or maize. ' 

p. 16. ſtrike out two thirds of the page, down to the whels finiſh then 
property, including t note *.— Then make a new paragraph at the words 
It w_ tu be ; 5 inſe ng after the word — 4 the words of Kliyogg. 

8. 1: 20. for thirt read, ten. 
Sho the end of "+ 22 und for the laſt” tae, wan 4 matters + ded 
Nav buſhels of unwinnowed grain, with full thirty bottes (or bundles). 
at the end of the firſt note F. yo + N. B. Kliyogg at un dne a 


| ſtrong advocate for clover. E. 


at the end of the ſecond note v. add the following paragraphs, a 

In the Dit ionaire. Rarſonne Univerſel d Hiftorie Naturalle of M. Bo- 
mare, am account of Spelt is given under the name of Troment locur; fro- 
ment rouge ou epentre, ou 9. lecutar ; , vp Sinton following is a tranſla- 
tion of it. 

It is a kind o wheat which is fuſiciently well known. n che broken 
* and mountaneous parts of Egypt, Gree ee, and Sicily; and which is alſo 
cultivated, like other wheat, in Switzerland and Franconia, This plant 
has a bt root; and 2 up, like the common wheat, a number 
fſlender ſtems, about two feet high. Its leaves are marrow; its ears ik 
« thoſe of barley, and the grain fmall and reddiſh; The grain of this Kind 
© of wheat is uſed for making beer, and even bread; for its flour is often 
very fine, and free from any difagreeable taſte, It is however dry; and 
* differs from wheat in being ſmaller, and more attached to its huſſe or chaff. 
The chaff, ſays Baron Haller, is only to be * rom 5 a machine 2 
gives to the grain à circular movemert. 
NMI. Bourgeois obſerves, that the chaff of the ſpelt eultivaced) in Swite- 
v erland, is a very good food for horſes. It is uſed inſtead of chopped ſtraw, 
peing more nouriſhing 3 and is highly reliſhed by theſe animals, who have 
© it mixed with a few” oats : It is mach fought after when ſtraw and 
are ſcarce.—It is alſo uſed in Switzerland in the place of ſtra for 
ding for children, us better abſorbing their 3 antients made of it 
6 their /Fomentin:? On 

Under the head Millet (40 which M. Bomare eſis: at the-end ofthe 
preceding article,) we learn, that the great millet from Africa, called 
* /orgo or ſorglo, is cultivated not only in hot, but in tem 2 0 
* fince thaauthor had ſeeri whole fields of it in Switzerland ; a 2 
that the grain of it wich is not full; is a ſort of ſpelt or froment lacar.? 

Mr. Millar in his Abridged Dictionarv, under the article Zea, refers, us 
to Len. Gen, Plant. 926 calling the Zen, Turkey corn and afterwards In- 
2 ae Vier n his Phil. Boten. Conſiders the Zen as the 
Maize of Tournefort. In his Spec. Plant. Linnæus es the & 
der the Tritica, with the 9 — He — — 
is 4 winter grains, that ig, that it muſt be ſown in the autumn and reaped in 
the following Feer j auc 1 rn =p Zo dic ces wy 
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» ADDITIONS & CORRECTIONS. 
Spelta major of Caſpar Bauhen and\Moriſon- He mentions alſo a 2?riticum 


monococcum, Which is an annual; and which is the Zea Briza 4. mono- 
coccas Germanica of the two authors referred to · in the laſt ſentence. ., + » 
Zea, which is named from the Greek, is thus ſpoken of by Pliny.. Qui 
Zed anner nov babent Fog: Zea Latinus dicitar. Spelta. But in Mr. 
Spelman's Engliſh tranſlation of Dionyſus Halicarnaſfſeus,; Vol. 1. p. 268, 
we read in the text as follows : © The antients called holy and lawful mar- 
© riages by a Roman appellation Farracia, from the communion of Far, 
pelt, which the Greeks call;Zea ; for this was the antient and for a long 
time the . food, of all the Romans. And the Romans, from 
an opinion that ſpelt is both the moſt valuable and moſt antient of grains, 
in all burat offerings begin the ſacrifice with that. In a note, the = 
lator adds; Far is called pelt in our language, though I never ſaw any 
*1t in England; but I have ſeen it as white as wheat bread ; and indeed it 
* relembles wheat in every thing, bat the ſize of the grain, which is leſs ; 
and the bread of it is thought tg be leſs nouriſhing,” — = 
Theſe ſeeming ambiguities or contrrdictions, as far av regards our e. 
may be cleared up by procuring ſome feed of the epeautre» or {ſpelt from 
Switzerland — As wheat and eſpecially winter- wheat, cannot 
de raiſed with certainty in the northern parts of the United States border - 
ing upon the fea, a grain recommended by Kliyogg as à ſubſtitute for 
wits. merits attention on the part of the inhabitants ; were it only to mix 
wi the moiſter meal of Indian corn. e 64. 4b +: - 
n may be worth adding, that the French Nouvelle Maiſan 
lend edition) ſpeaks-of more than one kind of ſpelt, and delerves to 
conſulted alſo for other particulars on this ſubject. E. | "x 
P. 27 l. 8. from the bottom, after /ca/on, read, facilitates his work by 


permitting nn | 
p. 28. laſt line, for Jed him to this, read, confirmed his * 
p- 30. expunge from |. 2g to l. 28; and in I. aa, after avheat, read, and 
conſequently the comparative value of an acre of potatoes, to an acre. of 
wheat, is, as ten to ſix; à very eſſential difference] The. compariſon is no 
s unfavorable. to ſpelt ; ſince an acte produces but four malters of 
It; which are not more in value than muids of wheat, We may 
iſe add, that the root of the oe remains 1 0 
9 — 41. Strike out from the words I an greatly miftaken in p. 39, 
to id words received in profit, in p. 41; amounting to near two pages 
laving in the place of this ſome aſteriſks 9.9 84.1 " 
p- Ant, the word dig-/, (ending a paragraph towards the bottom, ) in- 
Ert a mark of reference ; and the foot of the page add this no 
.  * Offenkve.or indigeſtible food is not here recommended, ut food of 
fia digeſtion :; and this too only for perſons poſſeſſed of good conſtitu- 
tions and uſing bodily labor, A little rancid mixture in a meal, with ma- 


ny conſtitutions will ſometimes ſpoil the good eſſeft of the meal, and diſor, 


der the whole body. In like manner, when the period of labor. ceaſes, 

ſicians have obſerved frequent inconveniences ariſing, where a ſtrong 

iet has ſtill been continued. But if it be allowed that ploughmen will not 

find due ſuſtenance from chickens and light vegetables alone; it muſt e- 

qually be admitted that children in the and delicate females ought not 

to be indulg I in a diet, of which coarſe, fat, ſalted meat makes the priuci- 
pal in eredi F. a 


Abit TONS & CORRECT. IONS, 


#465 


p. 64. I. 3. read, e 
71. for the third ſentence in the ſecond paragraph, beginning thus, 
His ie eyes, ſubſtitute what will be found in the ſentence towards 
the bottom of p. 12, beginning with the We His eyes ; printing the 
paſſage in Roman letters, 
p. 89. laſt line of the note, after except, indies, ins che 85 ſection of 
the third part, and 
p. 110. for the laſt ſentence i = the note ſubſtitute what. follows. By 
this act of Kliyogg, the purpoſes alſo of the Sunday, at @ day of reft, are 
violated ; in which view the Sunday is valuable in the eyes of the mere 
ilanthropiſt. Surely then the 2 for the Monday's work 
might either have taken place on y night or on the Monday 
without ans the example of br. Tues labor on the Sun- 
0 oh weight which labor may not fall upon man, but upon cat- 
tle, 
p- 1g. in the note after ye//oww and before the ſemicolon, inſert, reſiſt- 
pay —— — of the chemical acids, and commonly more or 


p. 129. — L — read, collefion. | 
Pp. 140. In the title, ſtrike out, and death, £ 
p. 15h. I. 8. for avas not, read, had not been * 
p- 184. In the note, for , read, may be oi + 

_ i 14 and 15. ſtrike out, an outwerd application Y 

N. . * 44 97, 100, — 11 5 141, 154 and 184, ſupply K 

at the end n is not already pointed out, + 
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RURAL SOCRATES: 


pO TOR | 
PART THE FIRST. 


SECTION L 
Kliyopg's Origin. His Entrance upon his Farm. His 
Agricultural Plans t. 


| | 1 HAVE ſtudied with much attention (ſaid 
© Socrates the antient Greek philoſopher) the characters 
© of men of every profeſſion, who have been diſtin» 
* guiſhed for underſtanding and prudence. | I had ob- 
« ſerved with ſurpriſe, that among thoſe engaged in 
© the ſame. occupations, ſome remained in poverty, 
© whilſt others arrived at affluence. The cauſe of this 
difference ſeemed worthy of particular ſearch and ex- 
amination; and the pains which | employed in inveſti- 
© oating it were at length ſucceſsful, —1 perceived that 
© thoſe who formed no regular plan, and worked only 
from day today, had only themſelves to blame for their 
© want of ſucceſs. Thoſe on the contrary, who availed 
© themſelves of ſteady and well ſettled maxims, and fol- 
$ lowed prudent and fixed plans; joining, as they went 

DG © along, 


+ Dr. Hirzel is the fpeaker; this part of the ' preſent compilation. 
containing the tranffation of his rf account of Kliyogg, Mr. Arthur. 
Young's publication comprized this part, with Sect. II, in the ſecon 
part, and two ot ihrer ſhort articles in the appendix, E. 
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2 THE RURAL SOCRATES, 


along, aſſiduity to attention, and order to exactneſs; 
rendered their taſk eaſier and ſhorter, and inſinitely 
* more lucrative. Whoever will ſtudy in the ſchool of 
© the latter, will increaſe his fortune with conſtant ſa- 
t is faction to Jim/clf and in defiance of cvory thing.” * 


I had the good fortune to meet with enc of the char- 
acters which Socrates thus deſcribes, in the perſon of 
Famer. Gonyer ; a native of Wermetſchweil, in the pa- 
riſh of Uſter . He was pointed out to me by M. Vœgqueli. 

James Gouyer preſented to my admiringeye, the moſt 
exalted faculties of the human mind, in a ſtate of noble 
and intereſting ſtmplicity ; void of pretenſion and 
oſtentation, and ſuch in ſhort as they come out of the 
hands of nature. The circumſtantial deſcription which 
have collected of his management, compriſes, in my 
opinion, every thing which, upon the plan of Socrates, 
is moſt important to be known for the improvement of 
huſbandry. Happy ſhall I be, if my efforts can excite a 
correſponding emulation among our farmers | The juſ: 
praiſe beſtowed on the man whom I have ſelected for a 
model, and the honors paid to his ſingular talents, may 
at Icaſt aſfure them, that whenever they fulfil the duties 
of their ſtation with intelligence and aſſiduity; like him 
they will obtain the bleſſings of Providence, with the 
univerſal approbation and eſteem of mankind. 

The extraordinary perſon who is the ſubject of the 
following work, will be called in it Kliyogy (or little 
Fames ;) the only appellation by which has been 
known in his own country.—Every thing reſpecting 
him, to the leaſt perceptible trace of his character, ofters 
a portrait, the combination cf whole parts is ſo admira- 

ble, 


* This paſſage is tranſlated from the French tranſlation ; the original 
of it not being found as yet in the works of Xenophon, though other paſſes 


ges cited by Dr. Hirzel have been diſcovered there. E. 


+ Utter lies in the canton of Zurich in Sv itzetland. E. 


tae NUN l. SochAT EE —$" 


vie, that I ud feel much diſſatisſicd webe me alt. 
eſt particle added to the orig „„ * 
The character of KliyogggWnot that of 4. man cor-. 
rupted by frequent converſe with the inhabitauts of 
ſome neighboring eity; and who has been led to aſſume, 
and to be deſpiſed for aſſuming, manners l- ſuited to 
the ſituation of a peaſant :, much leſs is it that of one, 
whom the ſociety of men of letters, or a ſuperficial 
| kowledge of books, has made a pretender to learning. 
Kliyogg is obliged to nature and his own reflexions, for 
all that he poſſeſſes, and owes nothing to art. Content- 
ed with his lot, c office, even in the vil 
age W s * | 
K * ** * * 1 * G 
His brother lives with bim thelr familicough 0 
large, form but one bauſhold. —Kliyogg has ix chil- 
en, and bis brother five ; ; who are all, except one f 
Aube mere infants, —At the death of their father, 
the family inheritance was divided amongit five ſons. 
The eldeſt choſe an eſtate for his ire 3, the two next * 
preferred money; and our aſſociates remained joint 
heirs to a tract of land 4 t ainety. four ene 


wich was thus divided: and ib AC Chat 8 
Meade ground 15 . - 
Arables bet 49 * war ö | " | 

r *. r . WS 1 

4 Wood + 41 10 J ? | * 14 

| p 6 bad 434 — * 2 

Total 94 
The value of this farm * be $751, gerliag. wh 
* ehe 5 it . that amount at Nan 
74 | 1 + .of 9 

Acres, in the canton * Zoch v vary from 39,000 to 36,c00 _ 

ſquere feet. F, — 


The proportion between the Paris royal foot and the Fogliſh foot is 
this: if the Engliſh foot be divided into 100% pate, the Paris one will, 


be 1068 [that Is nearly as 15 to 16.] The Engliſh, acre gontains 43, $60 


Eogliſh feet: therefore, ſuppoſing the Zurich acre be to 33,0004 the- 
proportjon betwegh the Zurich and Engliſh will be, as 10 00 14. 


[The difference of lig feet mal es iy leſe daa an 3'iv to 4. E 
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of their father's death. Beſides this, it was charged 
with the payment of the younger brothers fortunes. 
One of theſe died ſoon and returr. d them a part; 
but by adding a payment i be made to the oungeſt 
ſon, the debt ſtill amounted to $471. 68,— un- 
doubtedly appeared a heavy incumbrance on ſo ſmal 
- an eſtate ; and the nelghberiog farmers judged with 
great probability, that our two brothers muſt ſoon ſink 
under it.—Indeed, how could they ſee any other proſ- 
pect in their hazardous ſituation ?- burthened, as they 
were, with'the management of a farm, whoſe ' produc 
muſt previouſly raiſe an annual rent-charge for the pay; 
ment of intereſt ; and the land ſo impoveriſhed and ne- 
glected, that it ſeemed impoſſible to bring it into con- 
dition, unleſs at an immoderate expence. A family ſo 
eircumſtanced, where there were many to feed and few 
to work, muſt occaſion 'great conſumption, and afford 
ſmall aſſiſtance towards the cultivation of a farm of 
ſuch extent. The neceſſity of hiring laborers alſo ap- 
peared indiſpenſable, and the wages of ſuch were great- 
ly advanced from the manufactures carried on in that 
part of the country ,—Such united obſtacles, produced 
that effect on the mind of Kliyogg which they ought, 
but rarely do, produce: They animated him with re- 
ſolution to redouble his zeal and application to ſar- 
mount them. He reflected on the beſt manner of im- 
proving the property, and purſued it with alacrity and 
cheerfulneſs.— Heaven beheld his perſeverance with a 
- Mile of complacency ; ; and envy itſelf was forced to 
acknowledge, that our prudent economiſt contrived, 
without the aid of ſtrangers or contracting freſh debts, 
- conſiderably to augment his fortune. His children are 
- abundantlyTpplicd with food and raiment ; the health 
and vigor of their conſtitution increaſes ; and he has all 
- imaginable reaſon to hope that they will. i in a few years, 
be able to aſſiſt in rendering his labors ſtill more ſuc- 
ceſsful. Punctuality in payment keeps his mind at caſe; _ 
and the overping Sy” hjs r lupplies, — ood 
* im 
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him to extend his improvements, and even to purchaſe, 
as they fall in bis way, ſeveral new picces of groung. 


Kliyogg's live © to * 
93 
2 | 
Horſe | 
Hogs ; 
Ia all 10 : 


cows are middle ſized, according to the breed'in 
42 diſtri& ; but well fed; and yield plenty of milk.,—- 
The fineſt cow be values at 31. 1s. 3d. the ſecond at 
21. 125. 6d. and the two ſmalleſt at 21. 35. 9d. —The 
profits of the dairy are conſumed in the Fay, Ac- 
cording to his calculation, excluſive of graſs in theſum- | 
mer months, his cows annually eat each two loads of 
bay. His oxen are large and well made, and coſt about 
51-98. Ad. a beaſt. ' Though they are hard worked, 
they are in good plight. © Their allowance is three 
loads of hay ö finds it anſwer to buy 
two or three lean bullocks every year, and fattenthem 
during two months and an half for the market. The 
firſt price of theſe is commonly 41. 7s. 6d. and the al- 
lowance to each a load of hay, which may be eſtimated. 
at 11, 6s. 3d. The ſelling price of a fat bullock is 
61. 2s. 6d. ſo that his profit, in reality, is no more than 
a piſtole ; and: ſmall as it is, depends on the conſtitu- 
tion of the animal, and the riſe and fall of the market. 


It is not from grazing therefore that Kli gg expects 
adyantage, but from an article more to be 2 on, 
the increaſe of dung for manure. | 

Kliyogg finds his horſe more expenſive M.. ſervice-. 
able, and ſeems determined to ſell him, and lay out the 
money in oxen. A horſe, he ſays, is a very expenſive 
animal. He requires the ſame quantity of hay as an 
ox; beſides oats and ſhoeing, to the amount of a piſtole 
ear ly. The value of a horſe decreaſes with years; 

* whereas 


4 * N , 
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whereas an ox, when old and paſt labor, may be fatten-- 

cd and fold for his maſter's benefit. In a word, be 

[ computes, that two oν may de maintained for one 

Horſe ;* and, it may be added, that horſe-dung is by no 

means ſo beneficial to land, as the dung of horned cattle, 


The advantages which Kliyogg derives from his cat- 
tle are, firſt, milk and butter, for family uſes ; ſecondly, 
work; thirdly, manure.—He very rationally conſidgrs 
the laſt article (or manure)” as the baſis of the improves. 
ment of the foil : conſequently he has applied the whol 
force of his care and induſtry towards its accumulation; 
and has ſq well ſucceeded, that, from his ſmall number 

pa of beaſts collects yearly, about a hundred tumbret 
_ loads EF This is double the quantity he gathered the 
« friſt ykar of his farming (which yet was equal to What 
kad been done by any huſbandman in the village) and 
led him to conclude, © that the generality of farmers 
< have too great a proportion of live Rock to their 
ground.“ This concluſion appeared to me at firſt 
very extraordinary; and almoſt tempted me to believe, © 
my philoſopher a man of paradox and ſingularity, . But 
his explication of this enigma, fatisfied and undeccived 
me. When a farm,” ſays he, * is overſtocked, the 
„farmer is forced to ſend his cows, in the ſummer 
„ months, to graze on commons at a_diſtance from 
3 © heir ſheds ; which is the loſs of & mych to the 
| 6 ferm: yard. Tke poverty of theſe commons te. 
JC ROT TIP 
Wer: 


* 7 f 4 ? "\ 1 3 
*+ * 


This determination of our eultivator is very remarkable, and ſhould 
be attended ig by all Engliſh farmers and others, who bave an opportunity 
of making a Thioice between horſes and oxen fot the works of huſbandry. 
This peafant attended to the minutiæ of the compariſon with an accuracy 
- wxdatiainable in bis ſoperiors, © He worked them, fed them, and perform 
ed every office relative to them, bim/elf, How particularly judicious 
therefoze muſt be his ideas of the matter The proportion of ro to ove 
is a prodigious ſuperiority to oxen, abſolutely deciſive : it is the diſcovery __ 
of # propontion that was greafly wanted io huſbandry, and ſhould be kept 
jo memory as a point of Knowledge. . „ 
1 Tombetezu. | | | vn 
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© duces their milk; and to remedy this inconvent- 
© ence, the manger muſt be filled with freſh graſs 
when they are brought home at night; which 
© neceſiarily occaſions a diminution of winter ſtores. 
„ Scarcity of hay mult imply a call for ſtraw; which 
© ought to have been entirely appropriated to the uſe of 
© the dunghill, as without it no improvement of ioil can 
© beexpected : beſides which, bad food is the fource of 
an infinite variety of diſtempers.” In this manner 
the judicious Kliyogg pointed out a principal cauſe of the 
decline of agriculture in this country. — It is a certain 
fact, that many of our farmers keep more cattle than 
they can conveniently ſupport in winter. The arable 
and meadow lands arc, by this bad management, depriv- 
ed of part of the manure they require. The cattle be- 
ing enteebled for want of wholeſome nouriſhment, (par- 
ticularly towards the ipring) loſe their milk, or their 
laboring ſtrength, and frequently die of diſeaſes eaſily 
accounted for! Theſe are melancholy truths which ex- 
perience too well evinces |* 

Our ſagacious buſbandman keeps no more live ſtock 
"than he can amply ſupport with graſs and hay from his 
own fields, The ſtraw is carefully preſerved, and uſed 

4 only 


* This part of Kliyogg's economy is very pariicular ! The Saif 
ſatmets mutt manage very differently from the Britiſh ones, to be fo over- 
| flocked with catile.—The misfortune in Fogland is, the not keeping 
en9ogh ; but how a man ſhould in general overſtock himfelf in winter, 1 
know not, without ſuppoſiog the moſt egregious folly, Large flocks of 
catile are the ſoul of good huſbandry ; but winier food ſhould certainly 
be provided, — The writer of this work does not futhciently "explain the 
article cf winter food : I apprehead it is hay alore : all the flraw is tor 
litter: turnips are mentioned, bur ſo very lightly, chat one can difcover 
nothing of their management, It therefore hay is the ovly food, the over- 
ſlock ing is explained ; but the huſbandry is wretched, T. 


Query. Does Mr. Young reflect that turnips in countries where the 
cold fers in early, accompanied with ſnow which remains till ſpring, have 
not the ſiwe advantages „ hich they poſſeſs in England, of which the rh 
mate is mild ? E.] 
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only for litter, of which he is ſo liberal in his ſtalls, 
that the beaſts are buried in it up to the knees.“ 


He is attentive allo to gather all the dried leaves, 
moſs, and ruſhes from his ground, that can ſerve for 
litter. The {mall dead boughs and pointed leaves of 
fir trees in particular, afford plentiful} materials for this 
purpole; and he employs in this occupation the greater 
part of the time he can ſpare from his other work, —&A 
compoſt dunghill appears to him an object of fo great 
importance to the improvement of laud, that, of all 
branches of labor, he regrets the want of aſliſtants in 
this the moſt; and waits as a ſingular bleſſing, the time 
when his children ſhall be capable of contributing their 
mare: So thoroughly is he perſuaded that he wants on- 
ly laboring bands, to procure fifty Joads more of ma- 
nure, without increaling the number of his cattle 

In protecution of this delipn, in autumn, during the 
woon's increaſe, Kliyops goes into his uod with a 
ledge bill to prune the {upernumerary branches of fir 
and pine trecs ; even of thoſe which he thinks it uſeful 
to leave; boldly venturing to cut the lower ſhoots of 
young trees. clole to the trunk. Theſe he binds into 
ſuggots and carries home; placing them under a {hgd 
till a proper ſeaſon for proſecuting, his work. At leiturc 
hours, and eſpecially in long winter eyenings, he pre- 
pares theſe faggots ſor the purpoſes intended: an cm- 
ploy ment ſo little dilagreeable or fatiguing, that i 
ſerves him for recreation. He begins wich cutting the 
mall bonghs away from the larger ones; laying them, 
with the pointed leaves of theſe trees, in little heaps, to 
be uſed for litter; while the larger aud tougher boughs 

are referved for fuel. By this method he amaſſes many 

proper materials for good manure, that are commonly 

uſtzred to rot uſeleſsly in the woods, which is ſo much 
real 


* A moſt excellent practice that cagnot! be too much admired, 1 ; is 
dent z ie quantity of wanure that may be raiſed by ſuch pratlicesa 
en man can com vand a plenty of litet. X. 


* 


real loſs to huſbandry. To Kliyogg, this diſcovery is an 
ineſtimable treaſure, of which we were either ignorant 
or forgetful. , The opinion is farther verified in Zell- 
weguer's deſcription of the mode of huſbandry uſed in 
the canton of Appenzell. They ſcatter there dead 
branches of fir and pine - trees in great roads to be tram- 
pled by cattle and paſſengers; by which means ey 
acquire a beginning of putrefaction, and are convert 
into manure though of a very indifferent quality. —Bur 
Kliyogg, who had experienced how defeclive this me- 
thod was, has ſucceeded in what at firſt ſeemed hard to 
accompliſh : namely, converting theſe very materials 
into excellent, manure. It is known that the reſinous and 
aromatic. juices contained in the prickly leaves of pines 
are powerful enemies to putrefaction: but wh obſta- 
cles are not to be ſurmounted by reaſon ſeconded by in- 
; duſtry ? ? Kliyogg ſubdued them all, by obſerving cer- 
tain rules in the preparation of litter for his cattle, 
and of the different ſtrata of his dunghill. | 
In regard to the firſt article, he ſeldom removes the 
litter under a week, ſtrewing freſh upon, the top once a 
day; by which means it becomes impregnated with ani- 
mal ſalts, and acquires.a very evident degree of fer- 
mentation before it is removed to the dunghill.— An 


objection may ariſe to this practice, which I myſelf could 


not avoid making: namely, that the ſtrong effluvia ari- 
ſing from the fermented litter, muſt be prejudicial to 


the health of the cattle. But Kliy yogg aſſured me, that 


experience contradicted this; and thanked God that his 
beaſts had always been remarkably healthful and vigo- 
rous. Nor does.this method prevent cleanlineſs, if a 
conſtant ſupply of freſh litter is attended to; and the 


cattle are, at the ſame time, more warm and comforta- | 


ble. * 
This exadtneſs is equally Samens in the manage- 
ment of the litter when taken away. It is placed in ſe- 
parate layers upon the dunghill ; ſo methodized, that 


thoſe where the fermentation is ſooneſt to be expected, 


* 
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humidity.“— But as the expence and labor of ſuch a 


* 


Be ſtruck with the exact fimilarity that appears in the practical buſbandry 
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may accelerate the putrefaction of others where it is 
more flow, —In the beginning of autumn he litters his 


cattle with ſtraw during two months; the next two 


Months he litters them with twigs and ſpines (or point- 
ed leaves) from fir and pine trees; then ſtraw again, or 
ruſhes and dried leaves; then twigs and ſpines ; and ſo 
on alternately, | 

The regulation of his compoſt dunghill is as fol- 
Jows—Leſt the fermentation ſhould be totally ſuppreſ- 
ſed or even checked by drought, he is aſſiduouſly atten- 
tive to the preſervation of a certain degree of moiſture. 
The celebrated M. de Reaumur, in his treatiſe on hatch- 
ing eggs in ovens or hot-houſes, obſerves, that when the 


heat of the hot-bed decreaſes, it ſhould be watered to 


increaſe fermentation. The fagacity of our philoſopher 
has explained to him, that to obtain a manure thorough- 
ly rotten, he has nothing to do but to preſerve a con- 
ſtant fermentation by frequent waterings.— To facilitate 
this, he has ſunk near his dunghill ſeven large ſquare 


pits, which are planked with wood in the form of boxes. 


In theſe pits he keeps the prolific water, eſſential to ſo 
many operations, Firſt, putting ſome thoroughly fer- 
mented cow-dung at the bottom of his wooden boxes, 
he pours in a pretty conſiderable quantity of boiling 


water; and then fills up the pit with freſh water from 


his wells: this brings on, in three weeks, a ſtate of 
putreſcence; which, without boiling water, could not 
be attainable in two months. He has thus a perpetual 
ſupply of corrupted water, as well for the purpoſes of 
vegetation, as to keep his dunghill in a conſtant ſtate of 


A | work 


Were the encouragers of agriculture to compare what is here related 
with part 11, ſection 5, of that incomparable work of Dr, Francis Home's, 
intitled, the Principles of Agriculiare and Vegetation, they would certainly 


of our judicious peaſant, and the Doctor's precepts given as new obſet - 
vations Kliyogg diſcovered them by the light of gature ; Home, by his 
j "0" knowledge 
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work might far exceed the profit : Kliyogg has thought 
of a means, that, in a great meaſure, reduces both: 
this he calls, in his language, going the ſhorteſt 
way to work ;” which is a fundamental maxim in all 
his proceedings. In purſuance of it, he dug a well in 
an orchard adjoining to his bleaching-ground, at a pro» 
per height, to convey whatever quantity of water he hag 
occaſion for by a wooden pipe directly into the copper. 
His reſervoirs of ſtagnant water are ſunk below his ſtalls 
and ſtables, with the ſame view to conveniency. There 
is likewiſe a trough at the declivity of the dunghill to 
receive the water that drains from it ; which gives an 
eaſy opportunity of moiſtening the dunghill frequently, 
without robbing the foil of its ſhare of the ſtagnant 
Water. | " 
The ſacceſs of this method of watering, his dunghill, 
ſaggeſted an idea of putrefying ſmall twigs of fir or pine, 
without uſing them for litter. He Jays them in cloſe 
heaps? preſſed down, and covered with earth, to prevent 
evaporation ; and pours ſtagnated water on them every 
day, till converted into rich mould. 

Kliyogg is ſo perfectly convinced of the efficacy of 
heat in accelerating putrefaction, that he believes all 


ſoils, 


knowledge in chymiftry !—* Let vs make,” ſays he, page 6r, « fome 
practical obſervations with regard to the management of dunghills ; for 
« this is an affair of confiderable importance, and in which farmers ſeem 
to be very ignorant, Dry vegetables require a conſiderable degree of 
© moiſture before they can be bronght to putrefy. I think dunghills ate 
*« generally kept tov dry, as they are commonly placed on a high fit- 
« vation, and are themſelves raiſed to a conſiderable height. A hollow fit. 
« nation, which will retain the moiſture, is the beft, Too much moiſture 
« js likewiſe bad. This may be prevented by having hollow places with 
"clay bottoms at the fide of the dunghill, into which the ſuperfluous 
*« moiſture may be allowed to run, and from whence it may be reſtored 
« again by pumps to the dunghill at pleaſure,” —— And again, „there 
are ferments for the patrefaRive fermentation as well as the vinous, 
Hence Stahl, Corpus in putredine exillens, &c. &c,” If the urine of horſes 
and ſtall- fed cattle is carried into proper reſervoirs, and there allowed to 
turn ſtale, it will, if thrown on the dunghilh very much quicken the fo7- 
mentation. F. ' 1 2 


* 
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ſoils, even the moſt barren, may be rendered fertile by 
warmth. - Upon this principle * he infers, that an ex- 
fremely hot dry ſummer will be ſucceeded by a remarka- 
bly fruitful one. Heat,” ſays Kliyogg, ** putrefies Þ 
and enriches.” In conſequence of this opinion he told 
me, about the middle of the' winter 1759, that the en- 
ſuing harveſt would yield three ſheaves inſtead of two: 
The event confirmed the prediction. He repeated the 
fame thing immediately after the drought of laſt year, 
| which 


It may be neceſſary to obſerve, that where the ſoil js impregnated with 
iron, fire will, on the contrary, increaſe its ſterility. The farmer cannot 
be too eateſul in examining the quality of his lands by the uſual experi- 
ments, which it would be well to perfet, F. | 


+ We ſhall be ſenſible of the truth of this obſervation of our Judiciouy 
peaſant, ifwe extend our reflexions to thoſe countries where the climate, 
without being exceſſively hot, is yet muck warmer than our own ; and 
where we ſhall find a much more vigorous vegetation, than can be ac- 
counted for from difference of ſoil ot labor, — Herodotus aſſures gs thet 
the lands of Babylon produced from two to three hundred ears of corn for 
one. Pliny ſays, that in Lybia, the proportion was one hundred and fifty; 
Chili produces from ſixty to eighty and a hundred. The fertility in par- 
ticular diſtricts of Peru, is (till greater; There are fields where the reap- 
ers gather four or five byodred for one, of all kinds of grain. Mr. Ad- 
amſon, an ingenious naturaliR, attributes the extraordinary froitfulneſs of 
the ſands of Senegal to the effects of heat. He informs us, that he ſowed 
ſeveral ſorts of leguminous ſeeds, which afforded twelve crops in a year, 
The never failing harveſts of Sicily, Egypt, and part of northern Afri- 
ca, are well known ; as well as the ancient fertility of Corſica and Spain, 
Let us recolle& the former tertility and popalation of the Holy Land, | 
Let us caſt a look towards China, and ſome particular provinces of India 
and Perſia j—and we ſhall be convinced at leaft, that all things conſidered, 
there cannot be ſo great a proportion of manure, or of indeſatigable la- 
boring hands in thoſe countries, as in our own, F, 

Thus far the French tranflator.—But it is not the hot ſummer in Swit- 
zZerland which is fruitful : it is the ſucceeding one. A fallow occurs 
during the heat, which favors the ſucceeding erops ; but it is at the expencę 
of the firſt crop, | 

The prolific vegetation of certain hot countries is owing to great and 
long heats, joined to a moiſt ſoil or air. Long continued growing weather is 
equivalent to two or three ſummers in the courſe of one and the ſame 
year; and therefore gives room for ſucceſſive crops in the ſame year, For 
the ſame reaſon inferior ſoils in hot countries, if ſeconded by moiſture, 
2 1 1 ia a given crop, than they do in the colder climatey of thy 
en. 
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which is verified in the preſent year of plenty, 1761. 
It will even appear that the earth has been more laviſh 
in her productions this year than the preceding, if al- 
lowances are made for the north, winds, which OY 
in the beginning of April. 

Our indefatigable cultivator does not bound his i im- 
provemeũts within the circle of that quantity of ma- 
nure which his induſtry procures from a ſmall num- 
ber of cattle. —He buys every year {even tumbrel loads 
of dung from his neighbers, which coſt him 1]. 10s. 7d. 
Theſe he mixes with ſix tons of peat aſhes, which come 
to about 28. the twenty buſhels. —He finds the effect of 
theſe two kinds of manure anſwerable to the price. 


Not ſatisfied with this, he turned his attentionf'to oth · 
er methods of enriching his land. — With this view he 
took a journey into the bailiwick of Regenſperg, where 
they uſe. marle with great ſucceſs ; it being found in 
abundance below Laguerberg. Having made ſtrict in- 
quiry into its properties and the manner of uſing it, 
this ſpecies of improvement appeared to him ſo deſira- 
ble, that at his return he made many unſucceſsful at- 
tempts to diſcover marle in his own neighborhood. 
What a pity that this examiner of nature ſhould be 2 
ſtranger to the uſe of the boring inſirument in theſe 
inquiries As a ſubſtitute for marle, his induſtry diſ- 
covered a method of improving land that anſwered very 
near the ſame purpoſes, from a ſmall gravel ; of which 
I ſhall give a circumſtantial detail when I deſcribe Kli- 
yogg's manner of preparing his land for corn. — He like- 
wiſe found in turf, cut from the ſurface of the paſture 
or fallow land where the graſs is very luxuriant, proper 
materials, when well prepared, for rich manure. The 
preparation conſiſts in expoſing the turf for two years in 
open air, to all the influence of the ſeaſons, till it is entirely 
decayed ; when it may be ſpread with ſucceſs on mea- 
dows or corn-fields. Kliyogg never ſuffers prejudice of 
any kind to lead him to the rejection of new "I 
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but thinks them all deſerving of attention, and teſtifies 
his gratitude to the communicator; —He apprehends, in 
general, that all mixture of earths, where their nature is, 
different, contributes to fertility ; nay, even where the 
diſtinction lies only in color; and he has no doubt of 
improving a field if, at a moderate expence, he can con- 
trive to carry freſh mould to it of a different quality. 
Thus a light foil, according to him, is improved by a 
heavy one ; a {andy foil by a clayey one; a blue clay 
by a red clay, &c. | 
It is in theſe different modes of procuring manure, 
and in the continual pains to obtain it, that in the opin- 
ion of our judicious cultivator, the fundamental baſis 
of agriculture conſiſts. In truth, lands are more im- 
proved, and with leſs trouble, by proper manure, than 
* by frequent ploughing or digging ; notwithſtanding 
Tull, an Engliſh writer, attempts to prove the ſufficien- 
cy of the latter alone. Let it be granted to Tull, that 
manure has no other effect than to heat and render the 
earth more porous, from a fermentation excited: Is not 
this effect more likely to be produced from the facility 
with which it penetrates according to its nature, tlie 
ſmalleſt particles of earth when in contact with them; 
than from a imple diviſion of theſe particles by an ope- 
ration merely mechanical? It may likewiſe be added, 
that the oily and ſaline parts contained in manure are 
extremely conducive to the nouriſhment of plants: No 
is it leſs certain that an union of, thele two methods of 
improvement, is the ultimate perfection of huſbandry, 
It would be for the advantage of every farmer, if he 


*® Thoſe parts of rural economics which have divided the opinion of 
the ſuperior claſs of cultivators, will by them be very ſeldom determined: 
Their ingenuity. is too great to admit of entire conviction: The unpre- 
zodiced part of the-world ſhould, in-ſuch cafes, be determined by opinions 


*otilty unbiaſſed by /yf-ms. Kliyogg's teſtimony in this affair coincides 


with that of the beſt huſhandmen from the beginning of the world to this 
day; and U have found # true from the proof of ſome hendreds of parti 


eujar experiments on both gravelly and clayey Joams, Y, 
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had leiſure to plough his lands according to the rules 
laid down by Tull and his imitators, after having firſt 


well dreſſed them with proper manure. We. 
"A | HL 
2 « Frederic William, King of Pruſſia, an excellent financier in many 
ii reſpects, and who applied many great ideas to the detail of practice, rea- 
« ſoned very juſtly in making it an eſtabliſhed principle of his political 
« ſyſtem, that agriculture is the foundation of the opulence and proſperity of 
« Hate. He encouraged it in the ſtrongeſt manner, aud made regula- 
« tions in its favour, of which the wiſdom was unperceived till after many 
„e years, The conſtant attention he paid to the obſervance of theſe regu- 
«ations completed their ſalutary effets, — This monarch had undetſtand- 
«ing to know (and all financiers onght to be proud of receiving inſtrue- 
tions from a maſter) that the moſt ſtubbotn and infertile ſoils are melio- 
" rated by manuring end ploughing; and that rich lands are made fill 
« richer, He therefore infiſted that the farmers of his demeſnes, and the 
« proprietors of eſtates in lands, ſhould manure them ſufficiently, and 
- «4 plough- them deeply and frequently, —When the king was expected to 
« paſs through any of the provinces, the gentlemen, the farmers, nay even the 
* peaſants, thought they could not pay their court better, than in placing 
* a large dunghill before their doors] A powdered courtier might ſneet- 
« ingly deny to this economical attention a place among the royal vir- 
« tues ; but the ſagacious monargh was ſenfible, that theſe dunghbills ſpread 
4 over the fields would produce a crop of ducats,— He accordingly had 
« the ſatisfaQion to ſee, after reigning ſome years, the ſands of the Mar- 
* che of Brandenburg, and the heattfs and moraſſes of Pruſſia, covered 
«with a plentiful hatveſt of the fineſt corn in iſſe world. — The kiog, bis 
« fog, ſupplied all that was wanting to bring this noble plan to petſection; 
„and we have ſeen in a very ſhort ſpace of time, the ſandy defart, that ex- 
"tended to, the very gates of Berlin, converted into excellent land by a 
kind of economical enchantment.“ (Political Infticutes, by Baton Biel - 
Teld. Vol. 1. p. 181). | ' 
This monarch-in the year 192), founded in the univerſity of Halle, the 
firſt profeſſorſhip of Rural economy which had been ſeen in Europe; and 
the example has ſince been happily copied in many other univerſities of 
Germany, F. 
I Wichout enteriog into a wide detail of the cauſes which have favored 
the improved Rate of agriculture ſeen in ſome parts of Germany, we may 
obſerve that ſome of them may have ariſen from the ſources here mentiou- 
rd, Another ſource is to be found in the impoſſibility of gaining money by 
navigation in 8 principal portion of Germany. Another aiſo has proceed» 
ad from the connection which has ſubſiſted betweenAvufſtria and Flanders; 
in conſequence of which the latter has furniſhed to the Auſtrian domioions 
not only many improvements in agriculture, but ſome capital in money. 
When improvements were efiabliſhed in ſome diſtiicts, they gradually eu- 
tended themfelyes to others, E.] of » 
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We ſhall now take a view of the conſequences of the 
labors of Kliyogg and their agreement with the various 
foils he cultivated. 

His meadow land is all flat, and divided into the fol“ 


lowing pieces, yielding as under: | 
Loads. Aeres. 


An orchard (of which the graſs is mowed 
and given tothe beaſts in the ſtable dur- 


ing the ſummer.) 0 f 
A meadow at the bottom, divided into 
five pieces, which may all be watered 4 7 
producing in hay and after-graſs 12 6 
Along meadow, producing 5:48 
Another in the Winikin, producing. 8 
27 15 


2. 8. The two laſt require manure, as they cannot be overflowed, * 

He hires moreover in à village adjacent, a meadow 
of three acres for 41. 16s. 3d. per ann. which is already 
greatly improved. His induſtry has enabled him to 
augment his crop' of hay cight loads, which is almoſt 
one third. —I was curious to know why the long mea- 
dow did not furniſh ſo much hay by a load as that in the 
Winikin, though their dimenſions were exactly the 
fame? He imputed this deficiency to neglect of manur- 
ing and labor, as he had wanted time to finiſh them 
properly.—lIt ought to be obſerved, that the hay was 
commonly double the quantity of the after- graſs.— An 
acre of land, improved to the hEight, according to Kli- 
yogg's computation, will require, for two years, ten 
loads of dung, or 20 tons of peat aſhes} ; and he 
thinks the latter ſort of manure anſwers by far the beſt 


for meadows which cannot be overflowed. 
: | Laying - 


Only 4 acres being cut, this is nearly two loads per acte, E. 


+ This proportion is a point of conſequence, and ſhould engage all far- 
mers who have the opportunity of getting peat, to make the tull uſe of f@ 
excellent a MANUre. V. a 4 * 
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Laying meadow under water, furniſhes a ſecond means 
of improving the ſoil ſo extremely advantageous, that 
the difference is very immaterial between the crops of 
a meadow well watered or well manured.* This, in- 
deed, greatly depends on the properties of the water, 
and the method of conducting it over the ground. 
Spring- water is, in Kliyogg's opinion, the beſt; eſpe- 
cially when it can be procured immediately from the 
ſpring; for he obſerves that it inſenſibly decreaſes in 
virtue, in proportion to the diſtance. be. ere 

I confels that I could aſſign no ſatisfactory + reaſon 


* This is a part of huſbandry firangely negleQed in England, but of un ; 
doubted importance : I experienced it in my Suffolk farm, and yet ftrong- 
er in my preſent Hertfordſhire one; where aoy perſon that will call on we, 
may ſee the vaſt difference between a meadow in the parts watered and 
unwatered, TI had this year (1769) as much hay from off one watered acre, 
as all the other four unwatered ones in the ſame field, Y. 


+ The difficulty is not perhaps ſo great as may be imagined, to ſupport 
this obſervation of Kliyogg's by philoſophical reaſoning. A deep ſpring 
pre ſetves near its ſource, a temperature nearly the ſame in all ſeaſons, 
From eight to ten degrees above freezing, is, according toRK-aumar's ther- 
mometer, the gteateſt variation. But a ſtream, whoſe ſurſace conſidera - 
bly exceeds iis depth, will acquire, during the ſummer ſolftice, an increaſe 
of heat in proportion to its diftance from its ſource, When this is too 
great, it has been proved, that far from refreſhing the grafs, it turns it 
yellow and injures it in many reſpects.— It is alſo cuſtomary in ſome coon- 
tries to overflow meadow land in winter, eſpecially towards the ſprivg ; 
when the water gradually melts the ice that may have lodged ; for it this 
operation were left to the action of the ſun, the effects would be too precip- 
itate, and prove highly pernicioug.to the young blades of graſs, One may 
naturally conctude, that the water beſt calculated for eonching a ſoil, bas 
that degree of terwperature already (aid to be inherent in water, near its 
ſource : and that a ftream which from the length of its courſe has conſid - 
etably augmented its original heat or cold, according to the ſeaſon, muſt be 

. more huriful than beneficial, —-$t is alſo to be remarked, that water taken 
nent to its ſource preſerves its original purity ; while that which paſſes 
over different lands, may be impregnated in its courſe with particles of 
tufo (or calcarious grit-ſtone) or conttact a chaly beat or other vicious qual- 
ity, which may render it injurious to the meadow over. which it is to be 
ſpread, On the other hand, there may be inſtances of water being found 
pernicious to adjacent meadows, but ſalubt ious to thoſe more remotely 
ſuuated; o ing to * which it my depoſit ia the beds 

| of 
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for ſuch. a diminution, but did not think myſelf author- 
ized to diſpute the truth of his obſervation ; having, on 
all other occaſions, found in him thoſe qualities neceſſary 
to form the accurate obſerver : namely, a facility in em- 
bracing luminous views of a ſubject, joined to a perſe- 
vering attention and an intire freedom from prejudice. 
have only to regret,that he is not more anxious to pre- 
ſent his ideas with diſtinctneſs, and to determine in all 
his obſervations the preciſe proportions and degrees of 
things. It is ſufficient indeed for his own purpoſes, to 
have his own conceptions clear; but this perſpicuity, 
which exiſts only in his own underſtanding, does not 
enable him to communicate exact ideas to others ;—and 
it is in this particular, that natural genius differs fromthat 
which is cultivated and poliſhed by art and application. 
The ideas of the perſon who poſſeſſes only natural ge- 
nius, are peculiarly diſtin& in his own mind, and de- 
ſcend to the ſmalleſt minutiæ with great preciſion; but 
the party neither gives himſelf pains to develope nor to 
attach words to them. He makes himſelf maſter of the 
dimenſions of his object, and even retains them in a for- 
cible, though at the ſame time a vague manner; not 
having regulated them by any fixed meaſure ; and there- 
fore the notions of it which he is able to communicate, 
are always confuled and incomplete, and commonly loſt 
— a8 


5 | [ 

of ſand or gravel over which it runs, thus at length becoming purified, + 
But it does not ſeem adviſeable to overſſow any land with ſpring water ei- 
ther doring the exceflive heat of ſammer, or the intenſe cold of winter. — 
Excellent remarks on the watering of lands are to be met with in a me- 
morial which carried the prize given by theEconomical Society of Berne, 
Inſerted in their Journal, Vol. 11. (ſold at Zurich by Heidegguer and Com- 
pany, and at Paris by Brocas and Humbolt of St. Jaques Street.) F. 
Phe Annotator here, in ſpeaking of the temperature of ſpringy, forgets 
that this temperature varies in different climates, elevations, and expo- 
ſores ; correſponding, with conſiderable exactneſs, to the avers 
— * heat through the year in the place where the 
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as to others. I thought it incumbent on me to en 
him to correct theſe defects. I inſtructed him in the 
method of keeping regular accounts of his receipts and 
expences ; and recommended his ſending one of his ſons 
to.learn writing and arithmetic: nor bad I any difficul- 
ty in making him comprehend, that by particularizing 
every article of labor, expence and profit, and marking 
the progreſs and minute circumſtances which attended 
his improvements, he would be much better enabled to 
form a preciſe and adequate judgment of their value; 
whilſt the wiſeſt man may ſuffer himſelf to be deceived - 
as well as deceive others, if he truſts to the uncertainty 

and deceitfulneſs of memory.t 
But it is time to cloſe this digreflion, and return to the 
detail of Kliyogg's obſervations on the watering of mea- 
dows.—He finds that water from moſſy grounds is very 
injurious to graſs, and deſtroys it entirely. Water 
loaded with calcarious grit-ſtone, may likewiſe be of 
the worſt conſequence to a meadow ; ſo that the huſ- 
bandman cannot attend too carefully to his water, oth- 
erwiſe his lands may ſuffer more from overflowing than 
from drought. Nothing aſcertains the ſalubrity of wa- 
ter more than the production of creſſes, brookline, and 
ſucculent plants. But when a river is choaked with 

ruſhes, 


An important praflical remark 1—Men inftrufted hy oth, remem- 
ber how they were taught. Men ſelf. inſtructed, where they attempt to 
explain, commonly overlook ſome effential articles ; their own ſyftems 

being founded upon a ſort of inſtinRive — or upon broken proofs, 
rather than upon regular deductions. Few things then better mark 2 
knowledge of things and of the world, or form a more important qualifi- 
cation in a teacher, than an accurate meaſure of the ignorance of others, 
joined to a happy mode of conveying information, E. 


+ An excellent remark ! which cannot be too often repeated to all 
farmers, The experience ariſing from practical agricoltore, bears no pro- 
portion to that which is gained from the regiſter of practical agricokore. 
A farmer knows whether he ry or loſes, but in what articles ? and in 


what proportions q How is his knowledge in theſe reſpefts ! Y, 
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:* ruſhes, ſpear- wort, or moſs, its water will be de- 
ſtructive to vegetation. 

The rules neceſſary to be obſerved in Quicing of 
lands, are, according to Kliyogg, to take particular care 
that the principal and dependent channels, be placed in 
a proper ſituation to diſtribute the water over as much 
of the meadow as poſſible. The direction of the prin- 
cipal trench ought to run acroſs the moſt elevated part 

ol the ground, in order to give a due inclination to the 
collateral branches: nor ſhould it be cut too deep, which 
would prevent the inundation from being gradually ex- 
tended over the whole ſurface. It is likewiſe eſſentially 
neceſſary to ſlope the trenches in ſuch a manner, that 
the water may be carried off with facility, and no part 
remain ſtagnant, which would immediately occaſion 
putrefaction: for the turf being once injured, the mea- 
dow would foon become ſwampy and the graſs bad. It 
will alto be neceſſary to change the trenches frequently, 
filling up thoſe firſt made; ſo that every part of the 
land may reap, in turn, benefit from this operation.— 
Our cultivator conſiderably augments the vegetative 
properties of the water by mould, procured, as I have 
already mentioned, from green turf cut from eminences 
in paſture or fallow land. 'I his he throws into the prin- 
cipal head of water, ſo that the leſſer channels may im- 
bibe and communicate fertility over the meadow. 


oY The 


* This is occaſtoned hy the ſeeds of moſſes and ruſhes, which the water 
ſpreads in its courſe. Thoſe of moſs ſoon riſe and multiply exceedingly, 
covering the ſurface of the ground aud entangling the fibres of the herbage 
and graſs, till they are ſtifled, without ſupplying any nouriſhing food in 
their room ; for moſs never riſes high enough to be touched with a ſcythe, 
Or, if hay could be made of it, the cattle would not eat it. —To obviate 
this misfortune, cinders and aſhes may be ſtrewed, which will kill all kinds 
of moſs, And ruſhes may be extirpated if they are carefully drawn'out 
by the roots ; and the ground drained that produces them, F. - 


* + This is good thought; but the bens (on ſome ſoils) of * 
de much greater, and acquired at 


unſlalled lime into the Rream 
much leſs expence. V. 


„ * 
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The autumnal graſs, which Kliyogg converts into 
mauure, ſupplies him with a rd method of improving 
his meadow ; for he thinks it very hurtful to the ground 
to ſuffer cattle to graze late in the year.* Inde 
pendently of the loſs of ſo much manure, the beaſts 
break the turf; and in a rainy ſeaſon, which commonly 
happens in autumn, the impreſſion of their feet forms ſo 
many cells for the water ; and this water congealing in 
winter, greatly injures the roots of the graſs.— This is 
a new proof of the bad huſbandry of maintaining a dif- 
proportionate number of horned cattle, which occaſtons 
the farmer to let them devour every blade of graſs for 
their ſupport, and run the hazard of robbing the, earth 
of its belt ſubſtance, till, by degrees, the farm is en- 
tirely ruined. n 

Kliyogg is not ſatisfied with the improvement of his 
meadows, but ſecks to extend them; without however 
deviating from his grand principle, never to purchaſe 

more ground, till he has carried the culture of what he 
poſſeſſes to the higheſt degree of perfection it is capa- 
ble of attaining.} How is it poſſible, ſays he, if a cul- ' 
tivator has not been able to-cultivate properly what he 
already poſſeſſes, that he ſhould be able to do it, if, by 
increaſing his poſſeſſions, he ſtill more overloads himſelf 
with care and work ? | 8 


The fertility of an eſtate is always in proportion to the 
culture beſtowed ; nay, it will even be found, that if a 
man doubles his number of acres, and employs only the 

; 1 Gm c 


This is moſt excellent advice: but through vaſt tracb of country in 

England, they ſuffer their cattle to remain in the fields all winter, and ever, 

feed with hay in the paſtures ; there cannot be à more execrable ſyſtem of 
oondut. V. 


＋ 1 cannot read this work without expreſſing my ſurpriſe, that a book 
which certainly contains many ideas of culture, equal, at leaft, to any that 
have been offered to the public, ſhould have remained ſo long unknown is 
England, The moft refined experience could not ſtart a jufter obſetre- 
tion : it is n leſſon to all the farmers of every country in the worle,  Y, 
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ſame number of laboring hands as when he had only 
half the number, that his eſtate will clear leſs than it 
did before the additional purchaſe. - Thus it is evident, 
that a farmer may have too much ground, as well as too 
much live ſtock. —-For our conviction, nothing more 
is — — than to take a ſurvey of an over- grown 
farm badly occupied; where lands, with every advan- 
tage of ſituation, will not produce more than a fourth 
part of what lands of the ſame quantity and quality af- 
ford, divided into equal allotments, amongſt the inhab- 


itants of a populous village. 


When Kliyogg converts one of his fields into a mea» 
dow, he always chooſes the beſt ſoil ; and commences 
the work by clearing it of ſtones with the utmoſt aſſidu- 
ity. He then ploughs it, and gathers the ſtones a ſe- 
cond time that lodge in the furrows ; harrows it over; 
and when it is quite level and all the ſmall ſtones pick- 
ed up in a third gathering, he ſows it with graſs-ſeed. — 
Nor is he very anxious in the choice of ſeed; for experi- 
ence has taught him, that the difference of herbage de- 
pends entirely on the nature of the ſoil and the prepa- 
ration of the ground. The ſame meadow that is mat- 
ted with moſs and every kind of unprofitable beggarly 
weeds, will produce trefoil of the beſt quality when 
improved by manure, adapted to its nature.“ In this 
4 | inſtance, 


$a , 

* Kliyogg, in this remark, diſplays his real experience. ---I have often 
made the ſame obſervation : (but it ſhould be limited; for if the nature 
of perennial plants be bad, manuring will improve their luxuriance as wel} 
as that of the beſt vegetables.) The following inftance, mentioned by that 
| excellent cultivator Sir Digby Legard, is a very ſtrong proof, © I have 
- often obſerved fields covered with white clover,where paſture has preced- 
ed arable land, withost any perſon's remembering the ſowing of it; 
and often, in an old worn-out meadow or paſture, a crop of this will ap- 
Spear after plentiful dunging.---This fact of the white clover ſpringing 
£ in great quantities on land, copiouſly manured, where there was before 
te fueb manuring no appearance of it, is very curious 3 but frequent in 
® nontheen parts of England and in Scotland,---It is not confined to manur- 
© ing with duag ; but the ſame event follows, where a change 2 foil js 


P 
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inſtance, we find a manifeſt proof of the infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs of the Creator. Let but the huſbandman 
fulfil his part of the obligation by induſtrious culture, 
and leave the reſult to Providence. The moſt whole- 
ſome and nutricious plants will grow ſpontaneouſly'z 
the winds will waft from diſtant fields the moſt uſeful 
ſeeds, which want nothing but a proper bed to make 
them vegetate ; whilſt noxious weeds, not finding ſuita- 
ble nouriſhment, will wither for want of the juices ap» 
propriated for them. | 
Till lately, Kliyogg never heard of artificial graſſes, 
The firſt account of them engaged his attention. The 
Philoſophical Society of Zurich remitted him ſome 
pounds of Flanders trefoil ſeed (trifolium pratenſe pure 
pureum majus. Ray. Hiſt. 944) requeſting him to make 
fome experiments.—For this purpoſe he prepared a 
piece of ground near his houſe, in the manner I have 
deſcribed; and divided it into two equal parts; in one 
he ſowed the Flanders trefoit, in the other common 
graſs ſeeds; both diviſions were manured in the ſame 
manner and carefully watered from the ſtagnant pools ; 
and he accurately obferved the comparative produce. 
In waiting the reſult, he made ſeveral other trials of the 
Flanders trefoil in ſmaller fpots of ground; fome richly 
manured, others of the fame ſize in an unimproved 
tate. Theſe various experiments tended to convince 
him that this foreign trefoil, like the graſſes common to 
our own country, was more or leſs luxuriant chiefly ac- 


| 4 | cording 


„ made by lime or warle, laid on in great quantities, I have an account 
e by me of an uncommon large crop, no leſs than thtee tons an gere being 
« produced at Kedgely-Moor, in Northumberland, in conſequence of a 
 # large quantity of lime being laid on ſome acres of black moor land cove 

* ered with heath: the heath was entirely killed, and this great burthen 
«4 of white clover ſucceeded, without any aſſignable means of conveyance 
« of the ſeed,---I find from other accounts, that the ſame commonly bap- 
4 pens in the county of Galloway, where great quantities of ſuch moor 
land have been lately brought into cultivation. Very copious manur- 
« ing with lime, dung or marle, appears there to deſtroy the heath, and pro- 
A duce white clover,” Memoirs of 4griciture, Vol. I. p. 366, V. 


cording as * foil was more or leſs 1 re- 
gard to the grand experiment to ſind the difference of 
produce from the ſeed of trefoil and that of common 
aſs, in ground where the culture and preparation are 
Hh fame ; Kliyogg declares he cannot diſcern any that 
material.—It is much to be wiſhed that ſenſible and 
unprejudiced farmers would take equal pains in making 
experiments on lucerne, ſaint-foin, and other ſpecies of 
exotic graſſes, whole excellencies are ſo highly extoll 
inthe preſent age; as by a calculation of their juſt adyan- 
tages over our natural herbage, we ſhould be able to 


determine whether the {ubſtitution of them would an 


wer. Some enlightened friends of agriculture bave al- 


ready informed me, that the trials they have hitherto 


made, fall ſhort of the deſired ſucceſs ; and that they find 
it much more profitable to continue the old method of 
huſbandry, than to uſe theſe articles of modern diſcov- 
ery; for inſtance, the Flanders trefoil; which, in ſup- 
plying a very ſucculent nutrition, excites: cattle to feed 
immoderately, and occafions very alarming diſtempers. * 


El. 50 


1 - 1 ſhould W the. ale thing wanting to prevent this inconven- 
jence, is a due regulation of the quantity of trefoil which a beaſt may eat 
withont hazard, and which never ought to be exceeded. A proportion not 


* difficult to aſcettain, with the aſſiſtance of alittle attention and experience. 


The invaluable Collin 7 of obſervations by the Agricultural Society of - 
Britanny, recomoends, in ſeveral places, what, to me, appears an excel- 
tent method. „It had been remarked by the Baron de Pontual, that to 
* fodder catile with trefoil only, heated them tos much. A native 
© of Flanders taught him to temper this heat by a very uſeful piece of 
* economy.— Among the Fl-mings, where the meadows abound with 
this graſs, they make layers in their hay-lofts fix or ſeven inches deep. 
of firaw and trefoil alternately. The firaw imbibes the feenr ot 
* the trefoil ſo ſtrongly, that oxen 2nd horſes eat both, with eq 
« avidity. By this means the valve of fta becomes equivalent to t 
of trefoi!, and the cattle ate p —— fleck and cool.“ 

There is great probability like ſe that Kliyogg was unacquainted wich 


rhe beſt method for the coltare of nebel The ſame Obſervations infor 


vs, that it ſucceeded very well when ſowed with oats, which is the la 

«« crop in rotation before the ground is ſuffered ro lie tallow,---Preſilent 

«tc e who beg11 to wake expetiwents in 1758, bas had remark. 
«6 ably 
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EKliyogg made me attend to a eireumſtanee which 
may prove the deſtruction ef a meadow if not corrected. 
This is when the plantane is ſuffered to predominate z 
whoſe large leaves ſo totally cover the ſurface of the 
ground, that no other herbage can ſpring up.“ He 
pointed to my obſervation a meadow, where the plan- 
tane was ſpread over the foil and reduced it to ſterili- 
ty. The ſole remedy for this evil, in his opinion, is to 
plough up the meadow and ſow it with grain for ſome 
years; and afterwards, in the manner already deſeribed, 
it may be converted into meadow again. 


Loet us now conſider Kliyogg's huſbandry in his grain 
lands ; which; in the diſtrict where he lives, it is the 
general cuſtom to ſeparate into three diviſions. Kli- 
yogg has fifteen acres in each. The firſt allotment is 
for wheat ; his rule is ſix loads of manure and thirty 
buſhels of wheat or ſpelt, f (which laſt grain he com- 
monly prefers) for each acre. The produce is, in ge- 
neral, more than one hundred ſheaves, which, when 
threſhed, yield ſix ſacks of winnowed grain: the ſack 
containing ten buſhels, or two-coombs and a half. Thus 
the clear profit of an acre of land is three malters,t 
twelve buſhels of grain, and full thirty bottles (or bun- 
dles) 
« ably fine crops of oats. At the time they were ripe, the trefoil was in 
« great luxuriancy below, about two feet in height. The manure ſtill re- 
<« maining in the ground after the firſt crops are mowed, and the plough- 
« ing neceflary for the oats are equally beneficial to the ttefoil. Expe- 
« rience has convinced him, that with only the additional price of. 
« ſeed, a man may have, for ſeveral ſucceſſive ſeaſons, a rich meadow of 
« trefoil, which may be mowed in moſt years twice, and in favorable ones 
es three and four times.“ F. af 8 5 
® This is preciſely the caſe in England ; but the narrow leaved plan- 
tane, called in the north rib-graſs, is an Excellent pafture, V. 4 
2 Spelt a kind of baſtard wheat, which, in a good ſoil, becomes genu- 
ne. . | 
t The Zurich malter contains four muids, The muid is divided into 
four quarters, and when preſſed down; weight about 125 pounds of the 
mate. F. | D b 


careful never to neglect; conſtantly varying the grain 


* 
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dles) of firaw.-—-The ſecond diviſion is ſowed either with 

e, beans, peaſe, or oats. The allowance is three buſhels 
and an half of ſeed an acre. He gathers from this eighty 
ſheaves an acre, which yield annually at leaſt five 
coombs of grain and forty bundles of ſtraw. The 
third diviſion remains fallow.- Kliyogg has alſo ſome 
incloſures, which he ſows every year. Theſe are 
manured twice in three years, which he is peculiarly 


every time. | „ 

His computation for ploughing is, a complete day's 
Jabor for two men and four oxen for each acre.* - 

Purſuant to the cuſtom of the country, he gives to the 
firſt diviſion three ploughings: namely, in the ſpring 
before the month of May, immediately after hay ſea- 
ſon, and at the end of harveſt.— The ſecond diviſion, if 
it does not interfere with more material buſineſz, and 
can be accompliſhed without great inconvenience, is 
ploughed twice; namely, at the concluſion of harveſt and 
immediately before the ſeed-time.—Light ſoils, ſays he, 
require to be lightly ploughed; and on the contrary, 
heavy clayey ground ſhould be ploughed very deep, 
that the fine fibres of the roots may inſinuate themſelves 
with eaſe among the particles of the broken clods ; but 
in « light ſoil, we muſt endeayor to preſerve ſufficient 
ſolidity for the roots to ſtrike. Wheat ſhoots ſtrongeſt 
when there is an interval between the time of plough. - 
ing and ſowing. Barley is moſt vegetative when ſowed 
immediately after the plough. Light lands are belt for 
barley, but wheat thrives beſt on a ſtiff ſoil. | 

Kliyogg likewiſe obſerves, that whoever is deſirous of 
conſtantly pleatiful crops, ſhould be ſenſible how very 

| eſſential 


This is a remarkable fact. Fave, in a former note, ſhewn, that a 
Zurich acre is but a little more than three roodsEnglith ; conſequently thi 
is very poor work for four oxen to perform, eſpecially under the eye of 


induſtrious a man as Kliyogg. I conclude from hence, that the beaſts are 
very mean ones, I uſed oxen in Suffolk, and a fingle pair plovghed me 
an acre 1 day without avy extraordinary exertion, They coſt me 1 fl. a 
Pals . | | 
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eſſential it is, frequently to vary the ſeed upon thę 
fame ground. Thus he is indefatigable in the ſearch of 
new; and is ſo thoroughly convinced of the, utility 
of this rule, that he affirms that there is an advantage- 
ous difference in the produce, if he buys ſeed at à vil- 
lage only four leagues diſtant from his own. 'Thisremark 
is worthy the attention of ſome curious naturaliſt. 


Our induſtrious laborer beſtows on his arable Jands 
a kind of manure, whoſe effects appeared ſingularly 
aſtoniſhing to me, when he took me into one of his in- 
cloſures a little before harveſt. A third part of this 
field, from a deficiency of hands and leiſure that year, 
had been without this manure, | inſtagtly perceived, 
though little accuſtomed to theſe minute obſervations, a 
very ſenſible difference between that part of the field 
which had been manured, and the other. Kliyogg com- 
puted this difference to be one third loſs in the crop. — 
The manure he made uſe of, was a ſmall gravel of a 
blueiſh hue; and bordering upon marle ; the ſoil on 
which it was ſpread being a greaſy, reddiſh ſand. Kli- 
yogg diſcovered veins of this gravel running along the 
{les of ſome barren uncultivated hills, in the ' neigh» 
borhood ; commonly on the ſuperficies, or a very few 
feet below it. In loading his carts, he throws aſide the 
larger ſtones, ſtrewing only the fine part on light lands. 
This is one of his occupations on winter days; which 
the generality of huſbandmen devote to indolence, or 
at leaſt to domeſtic engagements of ſmall advantage. 
The deep ſnow that covers the ground during great 
part of the winter ſeaſon, greatly facilitates his work by 
the uſe of fledges, and conſiderably leſſens the fatigue of 
the oxen. I faw him laſt winter in high delight at the 
appearance of a ſettled froſt, which gave him hopes of a 
good road for fledges for ſome weeks. There ſeems 
a'great analogy between the operation of this gravel and 
that aſcribed to marle, if it is not indeed the production 
of the marle itſelf which is diſcoverable among the ſmall 
"7 i particles 
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particles of 'gravel.—Kliyogg apprehends the ſalutary 
effects of this ſpecies of manure to ariſe from the heat 
communicated to the earth: he alſo attributes to it the 
virtue of extirpating baneful herbs, and particularly a 
kind of pediculaire (rhinanthus chriſta galli, Linn.) a 
plant fo deſtructive to barley, that when it gets the maſ- 
tery in a field, there is little to be reaped. 

By the aſſiſtance of this manure, Kliyogg has convert- 
ed the worſt land imaginable into excellent grain fields, 
He lately bought near an acre of ſterile ground for 
41. 145.'6d. and hopes to make it worth 211. 178. 6d. 
within a few years: a thing by no means improbable, as 
he has already given ſpecimens of equal improvement, 
on ſoils that haꝗ been given up from their barrenneſs or 
diſtant ſituation. —Alterations ſo aſtoniſhing, prove, in a 
forcible manner, how much foundation there is for his 
aſſertion ; that we ovght to attribute it to the lazineſs 
and unſkilfulneſs of the peaſants, if our country does not 
produce even a ſuperfluity of grain ! 

Dreſſing lands with this manure is not a new diſcov- 
ery : the negligence of the peaſants ſeems The reaſon 
why it is not more practiſed. —Theſe alledge, by way of 
juſtification, that they will not pretend to diſpute its ef- 
ficacy for a few years; but that after a certain term, 
the ground will be as much, or rather more impoveriſh- 
ed, than it was originally. —We freely, in reply, grant 
the operation of this manure to be limited to ſuch a pe- 
riod ; when it ought to be renewed, or ſome other to be 
ſubſtituted in its place: but is not this the caſe with 
every improvement in huſbandry ? It is only as the 
reward of conſtant and diligent labor, that the earth 
yields her treaſures to man.—Kliyogg ſupports all his 
arguments on this principle, which has never deceived 
him. The fortunate ſueceſs with which heaven has 
bleſſed his induſtry, encourages him, with aſſiduous ap- 
plication, to invent new operations, rationally deduced 
from new experiments in agriculture. —The effects of 
grayel led him to this general maxim, fat every 9 
ki | R : 
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of earth may be inſtrumental to the ingroviiient of an- 
other of oppoſite qualities. The diſcovery therefore of 
a ſtratum of earth hitherto unknown to him, is as great 
an acquiſition in his eyes, as a purſe of gold in thoſe of a 
miſer. 


Kliyogg has another peculiarity in the eulture of his 
arable land. Diſapproving the cuſtom of throwing it 
into ridges, to prevent wetneſs ; which not only waſtes 
much land, but occaſions the roots of the grain on the 
ſides of the ridges to be overflowed as they lie in the 
furrows between; he thus remedied the double injury. 
He changed theſe furrows into trenches of the depth of 
about two feet, which he half. OT ſtones, 
and then covered with pine branches; ſpreading the 
earth taken out of the trenches over the whole. — In 
this manner he regained ſo much loſt land, and obtain 
from it as good grain as from the reſt of the field. * 

By a proceſs nearly reſembling this, he has made a ve- 
ry ſine hemp field of a piece of ground ſituated in a ſlop- 
ing bottom, on the ſide of a great road; which, after 
heavy rains, was conſtantly overflowed by torrents com- 
ing from the road, and had been given up as unproſitable. 


Our wiſe cultivator has appropriated a pretty large 
incloſure to the culture of vegetables, ſuch as French 
beans, peaſe, cabbages, &c. Theſe ſuffice for the main- 
tenance of his family during the greater part of ſummer; 
a branch of economy that diſtinguiſhes him from the 
peaſants of that country; who, excepting beet, culti- 
vate very little vegetable food; which obliges them to 
conſume a much greater quantity of bread and flour, 
and diminiſhes, in proportion, the only means they have 
of procuring money, ſo oralen to purſue their im- 

provements. 

* This is the famous method of draining all ſorts of wet foils in Eng- 
land. I do not remember meeting before with any mention of it in the 
French authors, It is very extraordinary that this peaſant, enlightened 


only by nature, ſhould onite in his little ferm, ſo many of the beſt pracii. 
ces of European huſbandry . | 
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provements. His children are entruſted with his n 
en garden; an eaſy taſk, adapted to their ſtrength, a 

which trains them gradually to the performance of. 
more toillome work. _ » * 
I paſs over in ſilence, his method for the culture of 
tur nips after rye harveſt; nor ſhall I expatiate on his 
manner of pruning fruit trees ; as in theſe two articles 
there is nothing uncommon z but I ought not to omit 
his rules for the culture of potatoes, as he is the firſt 
man in the village who has made them an eſſential ob- 
ject of attention; the other peaſants being ſatisfied with 
having ſome beds of them in their gardeas,* The ex- 
cellent properties of potatoes and their great utility, 
have given them, in the opinion of Kliyogg, a very de- 
ciſive preferefice over all other fruits of the earti One 
acre produces two hundred buſhels. The daily con- 


| Sumption in his family is one buſhel, and his economy 


in this article faves a muid of wheat iu the ſpace of 
three weeks. Thus he computes that twenty buſhels 
of potatoes are equivalent to one muid of wheat. Ac- 
cording to this calculation, an acre planted with po- 
tatoes, is as profitable as ten muids of Wheat; whilſt an 
acre of the beſt land will ſcarcely produce four malters 
of ſpelt, which, at the higheſt price, and in the beſt 


Fears, is about the value of fix muids of wheat; con- 


iequently the comparative value of an acre of potatoes 
to an acre of wheat, is, as ten to ſix: a very eſſential 
difference We may likewiſe add, that this root re- 
mains in ſecurity under ground, free from thoſe dangers 
to which plants and grains are expoſed from the varia- 
tions of ſeaſons. Neither the nipping froſts in ſpring, 
nor ſnow, nor hail, which ſo frequently diſappointf ang 
2 ü | "or 29 8 deſtroy 
® The culture of potatoes is in a manner recent, and this part of the 
Roral Socrates was written half a century ago. What appears, therefore, 
either miſtaken or common in the text, maſt be excuſed. E. 1 
| Vet there are inſtances where a hail ſtorm has injured the green ſtalks 
above the ground, before the potatoes were arrived at a certain degree 
maturity; which, by preventing farther growth, deſtroyed the crop z= 
Dot this is very kate. F. | | ; | 
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deſtroy the labors of the huſband nan, can injure the 
growth of potatoes. In promoting their culture wind 
a new reſource againſt national alarms, and a welk 
grounded hope that better rural economy, may, by de- 
grees, releaſe us from that dependence on our neighbors, 
the unavoidable conſequence of our preſent ſituation. — 
Let the culture of potatoes once become general, the 
induſtrious peaſant will procure, from a very {mall piece 
of ground, a comfortable ſubſiſtence for his family; 
nor will he be liable to diſappointment even in the moſt 
unfriendly years. He will cultivate, within a trifle, the- 
{ame quantity of arable land, and will be able to carry 
to market the profits of his harveſt almoſt entire ; whilſt, 
before this diſcovery, he expended a very *conſiderable 
part in his houſhold. This advantage. is ſo manifeſt, 
that the culture of potatoes is already common in many 
diſtricts of Switzerland, particularly in thoſe whote vi- 
cinity to the Alps expoſes them moſt to the inclemency 
of winter.—I apprehend it will. not be thought an uſe- 
leſs proceſs, if we enter into a circumſtantial detail of 
Kliyogg's huſbandry in this eſſential branch. 

When he has ſelected a proper ſpot of ground, it is 
prepared i in autumn by ploughing, after firſt {preading 
over it ſome tumbrels of marley gravel ; eſpecially if 
the ſoil is ſubjet to weeds. Towards the following 
ſpring, he lays ten loads of manure. on an acre, and 
ploughs a ſecond time. He then ſets the potatoes in the 
furrows, two or three together, leaving a foot's ſpace 
betwixt. The very large ones may be cut in pieces. — 
His allowance is ten buſhels an acre. — Thus planted, the 
field is covered again with manure, and left in that ſtate 
fifteen days ;® when it is harrowed over.—A dry ſeaſon 
is judgeghbeſt for planting, as it is more likely to kill the 
weeds Mich are diſlodged ; for the ſucceſs of potatoes 
chiefly depends on the aſſiduity of the huſbandman in 

cleaning 


* This operation is probably deſigned to prevent We fl of 
b. K. pe p 7 U P atling 
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cleaning the ground. For this reaſon, great attention is 
required when the leaves of the potatoes ſhoot half a 
foot above the ſurface, to have it carefully weeded,— 
When this is done, Kliyogg waters them from his pools. 
If a freſh crop of noxious plants ariſes, a ſecond, and of- 
ten a third weeding is beſtowed.—ln the autumn, about 
2 fortnight after ſeed- time, the potatoes are drawn out 
of the ground. He begins to gather in his harveſt by 
cutting the tops cloſe to the ground: if this can be done 
a month ſooner it anſwers much better, he thinks, by 
- ſupplying the cattle with wholeſome and well taſted 
forage. * The ground is then ſtirred with a pitch-fork 
to looſen the potatoes, which are gathered in baſkets, 
and carried home in ſacks, 


When the crop is carefully got in, the tillage is re- 
peated ; and in following the plough, a great number 
of potatoes that lie in the ground are gathered up. It 
is then ſowed with barley or rye; and when the har- 
row paſſes over, there is a ſecond gleaning of potatoes, 
which are ſtill numerous. Nor is it poſſible with the 
"utmoſt care to prevent many from {till remaining, which 
mult be drawn out as ſoon as the tops appear. —Kliyogg 
is convinced by much experience, that the crops of rye 
are as good when ſown after potatoes, as in ficlds where 
there has been only grain.— The ſame land may be al- 
botted the third year either to potatoes or wheat. Kli- 
yogg gives the preference to the former; and approves 
of planting them alternately, in all his fields deſigned for 
grain; from a conviction that the culture they require 
contributes greatly to meliorate the ground by the ex- 
tirpation of weeds, and that varying the production ins 


ereaſes the fertility. 
ogg, 


However wholeſome it may be, it is by no means well tafted : and I 
kund from experience, that cattle, while they are ſupplied with the com- 
mon ſorts of food, will not touch them, V. Horned cattle devour them 
In the northero parts of the United States E. 


* 
1 
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_ Kliyogg, as I have already obſerved, allows his fami- 
ly a buſhef of potatoes each day. They are boiled till 
{ufficiently ſoft, and brought to table, where each per- 
fon peels his own ſhare, and eats it with falt : ſometimes 
they ſtew them, taking care to pare them firſt, as the 
cows and pigs find the parings very acceptable. — Our 
huſbandman determined to try if bread could be made 
of potatoes, but had no fucceſs whilſt he uſed no other 
ingredient ; but with the addition of ſome of the flour 
with which they made houſhold bread, * they anſwered 
his purpoſe. His method is as follows: Pare and cut 
them into the kneading-trough ; pour in boiling water 
enough to cover them; bruiſe them till thoroughly 
ſmooth : neither time nor pains ſhould be ſpared to per- 
fect this operation, becauſe it is eſſential to the making 
of good bread, that there be no lumps. They ſome- 
times with the common dough take equal parts of 
maſhed potatoes, ſometimes a third or fourth part : the 
bread muſt be exceedingly well kneaded, and is then 
very excellent. Nor is it found leſs nouriſhing or in- 
vigorating to the conſtitution than when made entirely 
of wheat. —Kliyogg dried ſome potatoes in an oven, and 
then had them ground, in order to ſee if the flour would 
make bread without wheat ; but hitherto the experi- 
ment has been unſucceſsful, * To finiſh the circum- 
ſtantial deſcription I purpoſed giving of Kliyogg's huſ- 
bandry, there ſtill remains an account of his paſturage 
and woods. 


5 Paſture ground, in this count ry, is ſcattered amongſt 
the woods in detached pieces. The foil is in general 
" eng extremely 


* Potatoes are one of the moſt valuable preſents we have received from 
the new world, — They furniſh the country people with a pleaſaut, whole - 
ſome, nutritious kind of aliment, favorable to population. A great part 
of German Lorraine finds in them a conſtant ſupport ; and the young 
villagers there are tout, well-made, and of exceeding robuſt conſtitutions. 
I have ſeldom ſcea diſtempers among ſoldiers, when they had potatoes 10 
boil in their kettle, F. - 
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extremely bad, and the cattle find but little ſuſtenance 
from its natural produce of rattle-graſs, milk-thiſtle, 
&c.— There is great probability that theſe ſpots of, 
ground were formerly covered with wood, which has 
been felled ;. and that according to the pernicious cuſ- 
tom, too prevalent in Switzerland, cattle were imme- 
diately turned in to feed. Thus the tender ſhoots which 
would have ſprouted again, and produced freſh trees, 
have been nibbled or broken down by the beaſts, till by 
degrees the woods became totally deſtroyed ; and theſe 
grounds thus ſtripped, have been appropriated to paſ- 
turage.,—1 have taken notice of the little advantage uſu- 
ally reaped from them, when mentioned the exertions 
of Kliyogg in augmenting his compoſt dunghill. He at 
firſt treated his paſtures like other peaſants ; ſowing 
them with wheat every ſixth year, and every ſeventh 
with oats : at all other times the cattle grazed there. 
But he was ſoon ſenſible, that by perſeverance and aſſidu- 
ous labor, a much more conſiderable advantage might 
be gained by turning them into fruitful corn-fields for 
grain. This was a long time obliged to be omitted for 
want of laboring hands; and the greater proximity of 
his other grounds preſented ſo many immediate objects 
of cultivation, that he could ſcarcely devote a moment 
to his paſtures. It is only ſince his children have made 
a beginning to aſſiſt him, that he has applied his induſ- 
try towards this improvement. The firſt ſtep is dig- 
ging a ditch of about three or four feet broad and two 
or three deep round each paſture ; caſting the earth 
in the form of a parapet bank, which remains two 
years in that ſtate, expoſed to the weather: it is then 7 
made uſe of to {ſpread on the moſt barren ſpots of the 
Paſture, and to fill up ſmall inequalities of ground; and 
where there are large holes, he fills them with flones 
before he covers them with mould. The land is then 
dreſſed with marley gravel and manure, according to 
the rules obſerved in his fields for grain; and it is fo 
amazingly improved, that, in general, it affords his beſt 
| crops, 
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crops, which he takes care to vary.— One of theſe paſ- 
tures he has made uſe of for hemp; and it is well known 
that the beſt ſoil is always ſelected for this purpoſe.— 
He delights more in this part of his eſtate, becauſe he is 
at liberty to farm it as he pleaſes, without thoſe reſtric- 
tions which confine him to eſtabliſhed cuſtoms in the 
culture of lands dependent, in ſome rn on the 
village of Wermetchweil. 


Five acres of this paſture land, which lie moſt conti- 
guous to his Foods, are fet+ afide for planting. He 
leaves to nature the care of ſowing pines and firs ; not 
having been able as yet, to gain proper information in 
regard to planting trees ; a ſpecies of knowledge with 
which our country is unfortunately little acquainted. 
Woods in Switzerland are regarded as wild uncultiva- 
ted ſpots, ſelf ſown, and requiring no other attention 
than to cut them down at a proper age.—To this falſe 
prejudice, the offspring of indolence and ignorance, we 
may attribute that ſcarcity of wood for fuel, which is more 
ſenſibly apparent every day.—I remarked juſt now, that 
the paſturage dependent on the village of Wermetch- 
weil, had its origin from new-felled parts of the foreſt, 
which the cattle had rendered incapable of bearing far 
ther wood, by wounding the young ſhoots.— To the 
fame cauſe is owing thoſe deſart tracts, ſometimes of 
conſiderable extent, which are to be met with in our 
foreſts, in places where the ſoil and expoſure are re- 
markably favorable. Happy ſhould I be, were I capa- 
ble of awakening the attention of my conntrymen to an 
object ſo eſſential to public utility, where negle& will, 
in time, infallibly be productive of ruin. 
Kliyogg beſtows à kind of culture on his woods ; but 
with a view very different from what I ſpeak of. His 
prime motive, as evidently appears, is the increaſe of ma- 
nure ; for which purpoſe, he collects, with the utmoſt 
nduſtry,ſmall branches of pines and firs, with dead leaves 
and moſs, It is with this view alſo, that he carefully roots 
out 
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out all weeds, ventilates the young ſhoots, and ſtrips his 
trees from time to time of branches, almoſt to the top ; 
a method which contributes, in no ſmall degree, to . 
celerate the growth of the trees and augment the beauty 
of their trunk. The neighboring farmers reject this 
manner of treating trees as extremely prejudicial 
but Kliyogg troubles himſelf but very little about 
their approbation, ſo long as he is convinced that his 
pines and firs are equal, and often ſuperior in growth 
to thoſe of his neighbors. lt muſt be allowed, that, on 
the firſt view, his woods appear thinner, from the open- 
ings viſible between the trunks where the branches are 
taken off; but after a more accurate examination, I 
found his opinion well founded. I did not ſee one ſin- 
gle young fir that ſeemed withered and decayed, 

though the branehet of all were conſiderably lopped.— 
He made experiments ſome years ſince how far he might 
carry the operation with ſafety: he reduced the branch- 
es of ſo many trees as the compaſs of a quarter of an 
acre afforded, leaving only three knots on any; the 
trunks were from ſix inches to a foot in circumference. 
He did not loſe more than four trees; the reſt, to ſpeak. 
truly, were a longer time than uſual in making their 
ſhoots,. but they afterwards grew as vigorouſly as oth- 
ers. Kliyogg obſerved that every year produced a new 
head to the fir tree, till it arrived at its perfection; he 
inferred that the lower circle might be taken off every 
year without i injury to the tree; and that if pruning had 
even been omitted ſeveral years together, the ſame num- 
ber of circles might be taken off with confidence. * [ 
know this practice is contradictory to the generally eſ- 
tabliſhed theory of the vegetation of trees, and the ex- 
periments of the moſt 'diſtingniſhed naturaliſts of the 
nn times 5 gra as 2m Bonnet, and dn * 5 

| who 


97 Thie method o pruning ſir- trees I h þ fore heard of W 
greatly : but how Kliyogg's pruning his woods for manure can be advan- 
Fageous I can conceive only by ſuppoſing the Swiſs woods and our Eogliſh 
* _ dittereut. V. 
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who have demonſtrated that trees receive their princi- 
pal nouriſhment from the humid particles with which 
the air is impregnated, and which the leaves draw in by 
ſuction.— et the ſucceſs of theſe experiments made 
by Kliyogg, ſeems to point out one exception at leaſt, 
in favor of ſuch aromatic and reſinous trees as have 
ſpines inſtead of leaves, which may be pruned with lefs 
hazard than other woods. I acknowledge that there 
has not been ſufficient time for a courſe of experiments 
capable of eſtabliſhing this as a rule; but at the ſame 
time I cannot help thinking that the opinion of a man, 
who dilplays in ſo many inſtances the greateſt diſcern- 
ment, and whoſe obſervations are ſo totally free from 
prejudice, merits a degree of attention which may ani- 
mate us in the purſuit of more ample diſcoyeries. * 


940 Thus 
* The reader, perhaps, will not be diſpleaſed with obſerving the agree- 


ment between what is ſaid above, on the nature and culture of trees, with 
ſome paſſages drawn from the article Arbre (tree) in the Encyclopedie. 
£ The roots of trees, and of plants in general, are analogous to the ſtomach 
« animals, It is there the firſt and principal preparation of the juices 
« picurs,” | 
« The cultnre of a tree, by pruning away part of its branches, contri- 
© hutes. more than any other method of induſtry to their laxurianey'; fo 
&« that it msy be truly ſaid, the more limbs they retrench in vegetable 
& liſe, to a certain point, the more they multiply, Thoſe who have never 
« ſeen a tree entirely ſtripped of its branches to the very root, will conſider” 
« it in this mangled ſtate as incapable of recovery, and ſit only to be 
« hewn down: yet if an oak, an elm, a poplar, or any tree, whoſe trunk 
© riſes in a perpendicular direction, is ſtripped of its branches from top to 
« bottom, it will throw out from the loweft amputated parts to the top, an 
« infinite number of buds every where; which burſting into leaves round 
« a trunk thirty or forty feet in height, form a clothing of thick branches 
« that almoſt conceals the body of the tree. lu the ſame manner, a per- 
« ſon who firſt beholds a tree that has loft its head by a hurricane, or an 
axe, cloſe to the neck of the branches, would naturally. conclude for ſix 
« months after, that it was a dead trunk, whoſe vegetation could never be 
« renewed, But how great the ſurpriſe to obſerve a tree in theſe circum. 
« ſtances ſhooting forth, below the wounded part, a profuſion of young 
« branches that form another head! This ſhews the almoſt inexhauſtible 
« reſources of vegetable nature! For it may be confidently aſſerted, that 
« from the extremity of the branches to the root of the tree, there is uo 
N e perceptible 
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Thus far may be affirmed with certainty ; that the 
roots ſupply the tree with a vaſt collection of nutritious 
juices, which are communicated through proper tubes 
to all the branches, whether their number be great or 
ſmall. If, then, according to the method propoſed, the 
number of branches are conſiderably diminiſhed by an- 
nual prunings, this collection of ſap will be employed 
almoſt entirely to the benefit of the trunk itſelf ;* and 
a tree that is pruned with diſcretion at a proper ſeaſon, 
will increaſe in ſize. —I obſerve farther, that the effect of 
a conſtant attention to clearing the ſoil from weeds, is, 
the trees throwing up a vaſt number of ſuckers ; where. 
as in the ſame ſoil, when covered with moſs and briars, 
the young twigs are ſo entangled that few can make 
their way; and theſe ſuckers furniſh a perpetual ſupply 
of materials proper for manure :—ſo that Kliyogg re- 
gards his woods as reſources ſo much the more valua- 
ble, as he draws annually from every acre two loads of 
litter for his ſtalls. | | bl 


The more attentively I examine the economical ſyſ- 
tem of our rural philoſopher, which I have endeavor- 
ed to explain, the more I am confirmed in my opinion, 
that if we are not ſupplied at home with grain for our 

ſubſiſtence, it ought much leſs to be imputed to the ſte- 
+ Tility of the ſoil ; than to falſe maxims introduced, co- 
operating with the ſloth and inattention of our huſband- 
—men.—l conclude farther, that the heavy weight of 
4.8 h 


pe reeptible ſpace that does not encloſe a portion of embryo life ready to 
e appear, whenever the ſituation of the tree requires an extraordinary ex- 
* ertion of the ſecret ſprings of vegetation,” F. 


Ergo, cut a man's arms off and yon will increaſe his height amazing- 
1 theory, and according to my obſervation, all this reaſoning is 
alſe. How comes it that pollard trees (thoſe whoſe heads are regularly 
cut off for-faggots) do not near equal, even in girt, $90 Babe ones ? 
Even the fize they do attainiz deformed and odious. | 
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debt under which many of the peaſants ſink, is not an 
inſurmountable objection to the re-eſtabliſhment of agri- 
culture, We have ſeen in the inſtance before us an 
eſtate, whoſe appearances denounced' ruin and decay, 
having few natural advantages, and being loaded with a 


conſiderable mortgage: yet in a few years improved to 
a height almoſt incredible, and yielding very near dou- 
ble the crops of * and hay which it formerly pro- 
duced. | 
Some of Kliyogg's s neighbors, who are far from 
being partial in his favor, have aſſured me, that when 
he engaged in his undertaking, the lands which. be- 
longed to him were ranked among the worſt ; and that 
now, in proportion to their extent, they always produce 
the fineſt crops in that diviſion. They likewiſe regard- 
ed his enterprize, as I have before obſerved, as the moſt 
raſh imprudence, which could not fail in a very ſhort 
time, to involve the two brothers in deſtruion ; and 
they expected their bankruptcy every day. This con- 
cluſion was not altogether the reſult of envy, which is 
ever ready to calculate the poſſibility of —— in 
fortune. 

I am greatly miſtaken if all indifferent perſons woula | 


not have pr onounced the ſame ſentence on the follow. * «4 


ing queſtion :—Whether a family, conſiſting of four 
parents and eleven {mall children, could be comfortably 5 
ſupplied with the neceſſaries of life from an eſtate * 
ſcarcely valued at 875). which muſt pay annual intereſt 
for 5471. 6s. ? A queſtion which the event has, how- 
ever, determined in favor of the proprietors, thanks to 
the activity and wiſdom of this extraordinary man. 

I will endeavor to render the fact ſtill ſtronger by 
calculation; in hopes of exciting, as far as I am able, 
the emulation of all good farmers. 

Fifteen acres ſown with wheat, produced 15 
ſheaves ; which, at the rate of 100 ſheaves to ſixty buſh» 
els of unwiunowed corn, yield 56 malters 4 2 
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The price of wheat in Switzerland is at leaſt 17s. 6d; 
the malter ; ſo that the whole product amounts 
to® ; 4.48 4 4 
Fifteen acres ſown with rye, at five muids 
an acre, yielded 75 muide, which at | 
8s. 9d. the muid, is +: 5588-44 


Total reimburſement N 31 0 7 


"ba _ 
* N 


The tythe of the fields of wheat, amounts . 


to 418 6 
The tythe of feventy- five muids of rye is 844 oF 
Nine malters, ſix buſhels of wheat for ſeed, 

(allowing ten buſhels per acre) 8 3 9 
Thirteen muids of rye for ſeed for 15 acres, 

(allowing three buſhels and an half per 

acre) 5 13 9g 
Intereſt of 5471. 6s. at 4 per cent. 2117 6 
Rent of a meadow 4 16 3 
Seven tumbrils of ſtable manure, and fix ; 

* of turf aſhes 98 91 39 


Total expence | 50 19 1 
Clear profit | =. 30 1 6 


. 81 o 7 
If L have omitted the wheelwright, the collar-maker, 
the farrier, in the articles of expence; I have likewiſe 
omitted the profits ariſing from the waſte ground con- 
verted into. good ploughed land in the article of reim- 
burſement ; which, as I have already obſerved, produ- 
ces grain, potatoes, hemp, and a variety of cr 

| or 


Tus L am unacquainted with theſe meaſures, we muſt conſult! the pro- 

portions. — Theſe 15 actes are about 104 Eogliſh, which producing 481. 
48. Ad. is at the rate of fl. 115. 8d. per acre : a conſiderable produce for 
io ſmall a farm to yield; — but we mult attribute it to the induſtry of its 
excellent cultivator and his ample manuiings,— The rye is al, 35. 6d, per 
acre, hich is a good cxOp, Y, 


C | 


by. | k 


© 
» ® 4 


tor the uſe of the table. His orchard, likewiſe ſupplies 


with bacon.—An accurate examiner of this eſtimate will 
obſerve, on the other ſide, the apparent hazard to 
huſbandman of ,unavoidable ruin, by engaging in the 
improvement ofian eſtate ſo badly, circumſtanced, had 
he not been endowed with. intelligence anFactivity.— 
Theſe waſte and uncultivated fields would ſcarcely have 
afforded, in the moſt plentiful ygars, to an idle unſkilful 


farmer, the. moicty of Kliyogg's harveſt ; whilſt morgy 


money would have been expended for the payment ol 


laborers, than, according to the above calculation, he 


„ way on 1 hir 65 fem naked 
The ſurplus profits of the year are always employed 
by Kliyogg in improvements, or in the purchaſe of land, 
This he regards as more advantageous, than liquidgting 
the mortgage upon his eſtate ; ſince he makes much 
more intereſt by employing Al. 7s. 6d. in agriculture, 
than the four per cent. he pays ;#* and he conſiders the 


reciprocal convenience it is to 4 rich citizen to have 
his money on landed ſecurity. The only trouble. it 


gives him, is the making his annual payments.—Senſible 
that the time approaches, when the health, ſtrength, and 
vigor of his children will lend aſſiſtance to his labor, all 
his plans tend towards aggrandizing his eſtate ; that his 


| poſterity may, by his example, be animated to procure, . 


by 


This maxim of conduct, which is ſo very gnuſual in econorbical 
minds, ſhews'the ſtrength of Kliyogg's ideas. —It is the misfortane of 
thoſe who ſee an object but in one light, who regard the paying of mort- 
gages as the firſt aim; to apply their money to an intereſt of four or five 
per cent. when they might eaſily command ten or twelve. The one, it is 
true, is uncertain, the other a certain income: but how come ſpirited 
improvers, manofacturers, merchants, &c. to trade on borrowed money? 
Not becauſe ſuch a congutt is totally free from objetlions, but becavſe the 
advantages more than BWlance ſuch objeftions, That mind which beholds 
nothing but difficulties and objeRions is mean and contracted: it is an 
k babit that marks a little 4 V. 
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Him with fruit, his cows with milk and butter, his hogs- 


2 


* 
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by indefatlgable induſtry, an equal ſhare of good for 
tune and as perfect contentment of mind, as their ang 
ceſtor . | 4 L 


5 — * 


SECTION IL 


* 


Of ſome philoſophic and domeſtic particulars in 7 chas 
— EY Kliyogg. 


HA is moſt amazing, and merits our particular at- 
tentjon, is, that all theſe improvements are effected with 
ſo few hands : a family of four adult perſons; two of 
whom are women, who have few hours to ſpare from 
domeſtic employments, and the care of edueating and 
working for their children ! 

The unproductiveneſs then of our ſoil is not the 
neceſſary conſequence of want of inhabitants. Ir is not 
the deficiency of hands, but the progreſs of ſloth and 
indolence which ought to alarm our fears : it is this 
which induces the idle part of our people to prefer the 
leſs toilſome, but mare precarious works of the mann- 
facturer, to the rough but more manly exerciſes /of the 
huſbandman.—The extravagance of our artificers, af- 
fords another ſource of calamity which is daily aug- 
menting. We'muſt neceſſarily conclude” from tlieſe 
conſiderations, that before agriculture can be brought 
to perfection in this canton, a thorough reformation of 
 - manners muſt be introduced. When the peaſants ſhall 
be animated with a true ardor for rural occupations, it 


will then be the proper time to think of adopting the 


new huſbandry ; and exchanging the ancient modes of 
cultivation for a more perfect yore: eſtabliſhed on ex- 


perimental demonſtration. 
Our, 


® 


THE RURAL SSS RATES. 43 


Gur philoſopher Kliyogg is invariably of this opinion. 
& You cannot conceive, Sir,“ he has often repeated, how 
, many grieyances would be redreſſed, if the government 
e and the inhabitant of the country mutually concur- 
e red in promoting the general good. Our lands want 
« only to be cultivated with more underſtanding and 
© ;induſtry, to ſupply a ſufficient quantity of grain for 
our uſe; but unfortunately we err in theſe two par- 
«© ticulars.—The peaſant is ſeldom enlightened enough 
« to diſcern his real advantages.—It muſt be then from 
© the magiſtrate, who is appointed by the ſtate to watch 
© over the good of the community, that we can hope 
for relief. It is they who ſhould preſcribe to culti- 
© yators the beſt methods of huſbandry ; and exert the 
« authority lodged in their hands, to oblige the idle to 
„ workor to puniſh their obſtinacy. The public officers 
© ſhould attentively inſpect the conduct of every IMivi- 
© dual; leading back to their duty ſuch as bav@ devi- 
© ated from it, by reprimands, menaces, and ſalutary 
© correction. — The clergy might be peculiarly inſtru- 
% mental in this laudable work, were they more aſſidu- 
© ous in admoniſhing their pariſhioners, either from the 
© pulpit or in their paſtoral viſits,, to the uniform 
e practice of the duties of chriſtianity : and if they in- 
culcated without ceaſing, that the eſſence of piety 
© conſiſts in exactly performing towards our neighbors - 
** what juſtice dictates, or in other words, in rendering 
eto every one his due. Theſe gentlemen have com- 
© monly a great deal too much learning in their ſer- 
* mons. They ſeek tedious and labored explications 
* of their text, which the peaſant is incapable of com- 
„ prehending ; inſtead of informing him in a ſimple - 
manner how he ought to regulate his conduct. Hence 
© it follows, that the villagers (far the greater part of 
them) imagine that they have fulfilled all that reli- 
© pion requires, in going to church, ſaying their pray- 
'* ers, and ſinging plalms ! and that they may then in- 
N | % dulge 


* 


| 
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60 dolge themſelyes with impunity, in luxury * of ap- 


bt parel, and exceſſive gluttony in eating and drinking. 


Thus they begin by diſſipating their patrimony, and 
* end by defrauding their neighbors. There is, in my 
opinion, ten times more evil in cheating a man of a 
<< ſingle farthing, that in omitting to hear a ſermon.— 


None have a right to expect a benediction from hea- 


ven, but thoſe whole probity is irreproachable, and 
© their induſtry indefatigable ; and who thus earn their 
{© bread by the ſweat of their brows | ' A diligent huſ- 
„ bandman knows not what a bad year is, = {uf- 
fers the ſerenity of his mind to be ruffled at ſtorms 
and tempeſts. An indolent one, on the contrary, ex- 
c pects all from Providence; and complains of the par- 
e tiality of fortune, becauſe 'his harveſt is worſe than 
„ thoſe of his induſtrious neighbor. The magiſtrate of 
c the diſtricts, ought, on their ſide, to enforce corporal 
% puniſhments and pecuniary fines on perſons, who 
<< refuſe to labor notwithſtanding the exhortations of the 
<* clergy. For this purpoſe, they ſhould make frequent | 
„and regular circuits in their diſtrict, and examine ac- 
© curately the culture of the farms: they ſhould diſt in- 
„ guiſh and reward thoſe amongſt the ſubordinate huſ- 
% bandmen who give the moſt evident proofs of labor 
& and application; whilft they ſhould treat with the ut- 
e moſt ſeverity, ſuch as are notorious for lazineſs and 
& jnactivity. Good God !” exclaimed he, & what would 
< be the proſperity of theſe cantons, if ſuch meaſures. 
-* were purſued ! and what an abundant enjoyment we 
Gs ſhould hive of all the necellaries of life $71 


Kliyogg 


* Many readers may be ſurpriſed to hear peaſants accuſed of luxury in 
apparel; but thoſe who have been in Switzerland, are ſenſible how och 


_ the women, in ſome . particularly the unmarried, merit (als te · 


3 F. 
« police af * Swiſs admitted of the abore meaſures 
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# Kliyogg exerciſes all the duties of the maſter of a 
Family, though he is the younger brother, He who has the 
Priority of birth, has a ſufficient degree of information 
WF. ef, \ ung * 


As theEngliſh tranſlator has here paſſed over more than nine pages un- 


noticed, containing a converſation between Kliyogg and our author, an 


extract follows of ſo much of the paſſage as is intereſting. 

„When you have meditated well upon objects tending to the public 
« utility (ſays Kliyogg) propoſe them with energy and zeal, and let the 
manner of executing them be a model of fervor and activity; and the 
« bleſſing-of Providence will not be wanting. You will always obtain 
« a part of what you ſeek; and the firſt ſucceſſes, however faint, will not 
« only ſuggeſt the trial of new expedients, but will give you courage in 
« your farther efforts, To day, one point will be gained, tomorrow anoth- 
| % er, and inſenſibly your work will receive its full accompliſhment, Ir . 
« was not all at once, .that I ſucceeded in improying my lands; many / 
« years paſſed away before I could perceive that I had made any advance : 
« but this did not diſcourage me,—You doubt the approbation of the pub- 
«lic ; but why ſhould you doubt that what is honeſt and uſeful will at laſt 
& obtain its concurrence ? There is ſomething within us, when we hear 
« the truth, that ſays Yes to it, however diſagreeable it may be, Do 
&« not be diſheartened yourſelf, and in the end you will perceive, that ev- 
« ery one will be aſhamed to refuſe you his approbation.— But my dear 
« Kliyogg (replied our author) ſucceſs in your caſe is & conſtant motive to 
« aftivity ; every ſtroke of your hoe is a ſtep forwards, and makes you 
«4 approach nearer to the objects you have in view; whereas in working 
« for the public we often ſee, in a ſingle inſtant, the fruit of all our labors 
« vaniſh, and projects rejected which are the beſi intentioned and conttiv- 
«ed, Such contradictions diſhearten public men; their xeal cools ; and 
* when no remedy appears, they leave things to take their courſe. — This 
« (exclaimed Kllyogg with vivacity) is exactly what ought not to be; 
« for it 18 preciſely then, that efforts ought to be tedoubled. The more 
« preſſing is the call, the more ought we to be convinced of the neceſſity of 
« an immediate attention to it. Aud is not the internal ſatisfaftion which 
tc we experience, when we know that we have done our duty, of itſelf a 
« recompenſe ; and the firſt that can be propoſed ? Truit to Providenee ; 
<« every uſcful attempt, however fruſtrated, may at another ſeaſon produce 
« ſalutary fruits. Often, when the ſtate of the ſeaſons has ſeemed to take 
4 away all hope from me, Providence has favored me at the time of har. 
« veſt with a ſufficient crop; and he who reckons upon Providence when 
engaged in an honeſt entetprize, according to the apoſtle, always lives 
« iz hope.” 13 

Kliyogg in the above converſation, ſeems to agree with, the late Dr. 
Jebb ot London, who in his political conferences uſed to remark, _— 
| E' #4 effort 
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and reaſon to acknowledge the ſuperiority of his broth- 
er's genius and talents, and to reſign, in conſequence, 
the ſole direction of every thing to his adminiſtration ; 
'Fatisfied with ſeconding that ardor of which he is fur- 
niſhed with the example. 
- In admitting the ſyitem which Kliyogg has formed 
" reſpecting the obligations of the head of a family, few 
men would be tempted to envy him that honor.—Ac- 
cording to him, the maſter is to be the firſt to commence 
all forts of work, and the laſt to leave them. The ve- 
ry eſſence of his authority conſiſts in being a living pat - 
tern toevery individual of his family. Without this, 
4 (ſays he) all efforts are vain, all cares are uſeleſs ; 
© the maſter of a family may juſtly be compared to the 
* root of a tree, which gives lite and ſtrength : if the 
© rgot ceaſes to vegetate, the tree, however healthy 
© before, mult periſh with it. With what confidence 
„ can a maſter exact of his ſervants to labor with un- 
«relaxed ardor, when he himſelf is the firſt to diſcoy- 
cer wearineſs ? With what: expectation of obedience. 
„ can he regulate and order the buſineſs of the day, 
© when his laborer underſtands how to methodize it 
<« better ? Such a maſter will be the ſport, the jeſt of his 
% domeſtics ; and if his ignorance is accompanied with 
<. obſtinacy, the execution of his orders will be an in- 
* tolerable burthen. On the contrary, if the intellec- 
** tual faculties of the maſter are evidently more en- 
v larged; if it is he who ſets the moſt induſtrious exam- 


ple ; 


a 
effort is loſt.— Kliyogg alſo agrees with Confucius, one of the moſt wife 
and amiable of men. There is only, ſays the Chineſe philoſopher, the 
« ſage who is always content; for virtue renders his ſoul tranquil : noth- 
og troubles or diſturbs him, for he does not praRtice virtue in order to 
4 be rerempenſed by it : the practice of virtue is the ſole reward for which 
he hopes.“ Many of theGreek philoſophers, {who however fell far ſhort | 
zn general of Confucius, as to diffuſive benevolence, ſince Confucius knew 
that the beſt patriotiſim is that which is founded on a love for the avhole hun- 
e, rat , many of the Greek pbiſoſophers have uttered ſimilar ſentimeptt 


keſpetling a dift mereſled purſuit of virtue and of what is uſeful. E. 
# 


— 
— 
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& ple » there will not be a ſervant in his houſhold but 


will glory to emulate their maſter's conduct. ' 


ewas requeſted by a particular friend (faid KIT. 
e yogg lately to me) to ſhew his ſervant my method of 
** Manuring with marley gravel. This lad, does no- 
% want capacity} and is, as you ſee, ſtrong and robuſt 3 © 
the misfortune is, he is not always hearty in his work. 
*© I took the lad into the field with me: he ſhared my fa- 
*© tigue early in the morning, and worked cloſe by my 
*t ſide late in the evening. He ſeconded my labor ber- 
* ter and better every day; and I could not avoid 
** admiring his vigor, dexterity, and diligence.— 
„The next time I faw my friend, I could not for- 
bear obſerving the great injuſtice he did his ſervant 
ein accuſing him of idleneſs, for 1 had never ſeen any 
** body ſo remarkably indefatigable.—He proteſted to 
*© me, on the contrary, that whenever he went to over- 
look his laborers, he always found him unemployed. 
© —Is he equally idle, ſaid I, when he works in the 
** ſame ſpot of ground with your ſelf ?!—That is a point, 
** replied my friend, I cannot determine. I hire him 
to do the heavieſt part of the buſi neſs, in order to be. 
* exempted from tov great fatigue myſelf: all that 
* ſeems neceſſary for me to undertake is, to give proper 
© directions, and to have an eye to their execution, — 
© You regard the rougher part of manual labor, inter- 
% rupted I, as a painful employment ?—l at leaft think, 
* faid he, it is permitted us, when we are rich enough 
t to afford it, to enjoy a reputable and honorable re- 
*leaſe from it. Were we denied this. privilege, 
«what difference would there be between opulence and 
* poverty? And where would be the advantage that Pro-, 
evidence has diſpenſed to us a larger portion of wealth? 
f this is your way of thinking, I replied, it no lon- 
ger amazes me that your ſervant is idle during your 
„ abſence ; for, fairly ſpeaking, is it not natural that 
*every one ſhould be ſolicitous to pals his time as com- 
* fortably as he can? But I find we think in a very dif- 
fercut 
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4 ferent manner; Lam never more ſatisſied and hayyy 
„ than when I am working myſelf, —And I muſt 
© be a convert to your way of thinking, my dear 
« Kliyogg, purſued my friend, from a ſenſe that it is 
te founded on reaſon ! I will never, for the future, com- 

„ plaiſantly liſten to my wife's opinion, when ſhe per- 

„ ſyades me not to harraſs myſelf ſo much; and tells 
« me that I have enough to live upon, and am not un- 
ber 2 * of ſhortening my * 19 hard la- 
„bor !” 


Kliyogg no ſooner forms a reſolution, of whoſe pro- 
priety and rectitude he is convinced, than, with uncon- 
querable firmneſs, he inſiſts that all the family ſhall 
concur in it; and when he regards any cuſtom as per- 
nicious, or even of no real benefit, he obliges every bo- 
dy to reject and abſtain from it.—It is one of his prin- 

-- cipal maxims in farming, fo begin by removing all weeds 
before he attempts to mend the ſoil; otherwiſe; manure, 
inſtead of being advantageous, only ſerves to multiply 
thoſe ſpongy plants which ſuck all nouriſhment from 

the crop. On the fame principle, he fays, a, houſe can- 
not ſupport itſelf where idleneſs, luxury, and diſſipa- 
tion are predominant, though the moſt proper meafures”. 
in other reſpects are taken to make it proſper. —From 
this perſiaſion he made uſe of the moſt vigorous efforts 
for extirpating all bad habits which had crept into his 
family. © Many prejudices had he to encounter ; many 
contradictions to cope with from wife and ſiſter, whom 
he found great difficulty in convincing that they ought 
to rectify domeſtic abuſes, which long habit had, in 
ſome meaſure, rendered ſacred : yet his fortitude always 
triumphed over their reſiſtance.—The applauſe and ap- 
probation his economic improvements met with from 
ſome of the principal perſons in the canton, contributed 
not # little to reduce to reaſon theſe inteſtine fermenta- 

* tions. — At preſent, concord preſides at his board, and 


there ſeems but one heart and one will. So true is it 
* 8 that 
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that the encouragement with which a government hon - 
ors the ſubjects who diſtinguiſh themlelves by uſeful 
diſcoveries, or beneficial examples, makes an impreſſion 
on others, and induces them to endeavor at an imitation, 


Kliyogg kept the only tavern which there was in tha 
village; from which there refulted, in appearance, con- 
ſiderable profit towards houſe-keeping. Accurate exa» 
mination ſoon convinced him that this was a miſtake : 
he ſhuddered at the thought of the bad impreſſions and 
dangerous examples his children would receive from 
the gueſts who frequeuted his houſe ; the greater part 
of whom waſte in a tavern that time, which is moſt 
precious for work ; wantonly diſſipating the money 
which ought to be employed to the advantage of their 
domeſtic affairs, till their ſtrength is enervated, their 
underſtanding and reafon totally degenerate, and they 
are incapable of applying to the occupations or duties 
of life. Theſe reſlexions led him to a determined reſo- 
Tution not to allow any of his cuſtomers more wine than 
was neceſſary to recover and recruit the conſumption 
of ſpirits, occaſioned by hard labor, or the fat igue of a 
journey: the ſole uſe for which wine ſeemed deſtine@ 
by the Creator. He fixed, from his own experience, 
that quantity to a pint ; and maintained his reſolution 
with the molt rigid exaftneſs, _ r 
Such a proceeding was very ſoon attended with the 
loſs of the greateſt part of his company, and with them 
of the profit ariſing from his buſtneſs. The two liſters 
(one of whom had been brought up in a tavern) were 
filled with reſentment ; and attacked him in very ſevere 
terms. We have always foreſeen, ſaid they, that 
your unaccountable ſingularity would prove the 
ruin of your family. The world has long taken no- 
© tice of it; and the better part has propheſied that no 
% luck would happen ever ſince you began to deviate 
from the cuſtoms of our wile forefathers'! You ſee _ 
what fine effects your obſtinate captice has produced, 
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ein depriving us of the ready money we were daily re- 
« ceiving from our cuſtamers ! Is not this to take the 
„ bread from your children's mouths ? Our poor little 
ones, muſt ſoon be reduced to beg from door to door. 
Hope better things, good folks! (rephed Kliyogg, 
« with a compoſed tone of voice, and a ſmiling counte- 
„ © nance :) Examine al} circumſtances with delibera- 
tion before you condemn me. Have I ever refuſed 
© my children any thing neceſſary to their happineſs ? 
1 thank God for having enabled me to ſupply them 
& with wholeſome food and proper eloathing!“ - We 
edo not deny it, (ſaid they) but as they grow older, 
& willit not require more to maintain them? True; 
put their ſtrength will increaſe in proportion, and 
&* conſequently the time is drawing nearer, when they 
will be able to aſſiſt in improving our eſtate. Are 
© not the crops confiderably larger than when I firſt en- 
© tered upon farming? And is not it apparent that noth- 
sing is wanting but more hands to make a further aug- 
mentation of our income?“ - We have no objec- 
" © tion to make to that point. But why is the profit we 
„draw from the tavern to be deſpiſed ? This, added 
ts to what you make by farming, would be a great aſſiſt- 
— * ance to the family.“ —“ You omit in your calcula- 
tion, (ſaid Kliyogg) that there muſt be one ſervant 
« extraogfinary to wait on the company, whoſe labor 
« is entirely loſt to the farm,”—* We acknowledge 
ei that the article of huſbandry may ſuffer a little; yet 
«the advantage is far ſuperior to the loſs.“ Jam 
« ready to adtnit, (ſaid KliyoggY that our advantage 
«from the tavern is proportionably more lucrative 
«than from the farm; yet can you believe that the mo- 
ie ney acquired by indulging the vices of our fellow- erea- 
< tures will be attended with a bleſſing? Are you deaf 
to the ſad complaints which are poured forth inceſ- 
4 caatly by the: wives of profeſſed drunkards and de- 
„ bauchees, at the” cauſe of their unhappineſs ? Does 
es nat every day afford inſtances of ſons whothave great 
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< wealth left them by their fathers, advancing with 
« haſty ſtrides towards ruin, by abandening themſelves.” _ 
« to iptoxication and ſloth? Is it nat reaſonable to tear 
that theſe unfortunate families plunged inte miſery, 
will cry aloud for yengeance againſt the infamous a- 

i yarice of tavern-keepers, who have contributed to 

© the diſſipation of their wealth! — “ There are, how» 
ever, to be faund, landlords who may be called for- 

e tunate ; and, who have acquired great wealth by 

„ their buſineſs,” —*©* Acknowledged ; yet how rare 

6 are the inſtances of their continuing rich to the third 
generation? Their children inſenſibly accuſtomed to 
4a libertine life, loſe all inclination for induſtry; in 
„ accumulating riches at the expence of others, they 

« grow impoſing and wicked: aud would you Win 

© to expole your children to the like temptations # 

© Would you wiſh that all the fatigue and trouble we. 

* have endured in thefculture of our land ſhould prove 
© uſeleſs? and that our children, corrupted by bad ex- 
* amples, ſhould be abandoned to beggary, and expend” 
© more in one day than they can gain in twenty. years 
by this unworthy occupation ? Heaven forbid, but © 
© no one ever aſſerted that theſe conſequences muſt in- 

« diſpenſably happen.” —* The probability is ſurely 

«© that this muſt happen; and do you not daily ſee with +. 
« what facility children adopt bad examples ?!?—* We 

„% muſt allow it.”—** Suppoſe then that to happen, 

* which you thus admit to be poſſible ; wit what un- 

« ceaſing reproaches would your *minds be depreſſed, 

ei for having been the cauſe of your children'#depravi- 

«& ty? When eas, if You follow my advice, you may in 

tt truth, amaſs leſs money; but our children, inured to 
„labor, will be contented with the produce of their 
land, and the bleſſing of heaven will viſit them, as it has 

6 viſited us !”—** Well then you muſt purſue your own 

« courſe ; we are always obliged to ſubmit to your 


opinion, even though we. are ſure you are ; oa 
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wrong; - bot remember, if the event involves us in 
want a ng miſery, you are anſwerable for it.” 

Such Wa commonly the parting word of that contra- 
dictory ſpirit which oppoſed the invincible conſtancy of 
our philoſopher, who perſiſted here in the wiſe reſolu- 
tion he had taken. The inhabitants of the village made 
it the object of their deriſion; and engaged one of their 
companions to open another tavern, but to their great 
detriment ; and many parents, diſtreſſed with the irre- 
gularities of their ſons, which daily grew worſe and 
worſe, complained to Kliyogg himſelf of the bad ten- 
dency of taverns, and that the money ſquandered there 
would reduce them to ruin. 


"fe diſcovered another cauſe injurious to the proſpe- 

rity of families, in the cuſtom of making little preſente 

o children at chriſteningt, or for new-year's gifts.— 

10 Theſe gratuities (ſaid Kliyogg) habituate them early 
in life to acquiſitions by other ways than induſtry ; 
** which is ſowing the ſeeds of lazineſs, that ſource of 
all evils : beſides, preſents on theſe occaſions, con- 
Le fiſt of unwholeſome delicacies, which are at leaſt ſu- 
e perfluous ; or of expenſive toys of no real uſe. People 
20 are obliged to return theſe civilities to their acquain- 
„ tance ; and, however ſmall in appearance ſuch trifles 
te may be, they amount to a ſum in the end of the year, 
40 very often burthenſome to a family.“ He made it a 
rule, therefore, to receive no preſents whatſoever for 
himſelf or children, from godfathers or relations and 
never to make any, except to real objects of charity, 
ſuch as perſons whom age or accident had rendered in- 

capable of procuring a ſubſiſtence. 

le blames all thoſe who beſtow alms on und:/erving 
object, conſidering it as an injury to ſociety ; and that 
thoſe who diſtribute their wealth in injudicious bene- 
factions, render themſelves reſponſible for the danger- 
dus ᷑onſequences reſulting from them. — Theſe per- 


e a he, think to purchaſe Pp their alms, a bene- 
diction 
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Aiftion from heaven, commonly in favor of their 
illicit purſuits after gain; while their gifts, by indulgs 
ing beggars in idleneſs, encourage them to the cormiſe 
ſion of every ſort of "os ſach as theft, impoſture, and 
lewdneſs. 

Of all the rules of eondudt pra ctiſed by Kliyogg, there 
are none which have c 17 him more trouble in the 
execution than the two laſt. He has beeg accuſed of 

unparalleled ſeverity towards his children; and branded 

with intufferable avarice and inflexibility to the poor .— 

But, unmoved by theſe reproaches, he has perſevered in 

a reſolution whoſe rectitude he acknowledged. His 


children, it is true, never experience the rapturous ſen- 


fations which are excited by coſtly preſents; but they 
are ſo much the more contented and gratified with the 
enjoyment of what, is neceſſary and convenient for their 
Nation. 

The firſt time I went to viſit him, I was defirons of 
leaving a pleaſing remembrance of me in the minds of 
his children by ſome trifling preſents 3 and was ſome- 
what ſurpriſed not to find in them the leaſt inclination to 


accept them. Their father deſired, at firſt, that I would 


not give myſelf fo much trouble; and as I took his man- 
ner of declining only as a compliment, my offers were 


continued; but he inſiſted ſtill more vehemently that 


they ſhould not be repeated. In vain I remonſtrated 
that it was right for young people to have proper in- 
dulgences, and that what I begged their acceptance of 
was a trifle. It is not, Sir, {aid he, with ſome emotion, 
the value of what you wiſh to give my children, that 
cauſes this repugnance; but my perſuaſion of the dat- 
gerous conſequences to them attending theſe ſort of 


gifts. 


He exerted equal firmneſs in baniſhing thoſe ley 
Fions annexed to particular days ; for at his table there 
is no preference in good cheer given to Sundays or Fe 
tivals, the concluſion of yay or corn haryeſt, or chriſten 
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* * — 
ings, or country wakes. —It appeared to him abſolutely 
- Inconſiſtent with reaſon to allow the body more nouriſn- 
ment on days of relaxation, than on days of labor when 
the ſtrength, exhauſted by painful toil, has much more oc- 
ceaſion to be recruited. He therefore regulates the food 
according to the nature of the work 3 and prepares his 
laborers not to expect any extraordinary feaſt at the 
end of ad et This is not the effect of covetouſ- 
e neſs, (he lays to them) for I ſhall ſpend the ſame mo- 
s ney that others do; but it ſhall be in maintaining you + 
e better every day when your work is moſt fatigying.” 


, - Kliyogg drinks no wine at meals ; but carries his pint 
with him into the fields ; and uſes it as a reſtorative, 
when he finds himſelf ſinking under the burthen gf la- 


der. 


He fattens nog for the uſe of hls family, like other 
farmers ; yet pork is never a ſeparate diſh at his table; 
but a certain quantity of bacon is dreſſed daily, cut in 
ſmall pieces, and mixed with ſome kind of vegetable: 
this, he finds, renders the vegetable a more invigorat- 
| ing diet. —He is of opinion that food of the hardeſt di- 

[ geſtion, affords the greateſt degree of nouriſhment. For 
|| this reaſon he gives potatoes the preference over other 
| roots, and rye bread over wheat. — This conviction he 

| | draws from his own experience; in which he cannot ca» 


Gly be miſtaken, as he labors inceſſantly in an equal de- 
| gree.; and has conſtantly obſerved that his ſtrength; is 
| much {ooner exhauſted when he feeds on delicate meats, 
than on thoſe which are groſs and mgre difficult to di. 


geſt. 


| But the firſt -and moſt material object of his care is, 
| | the education of his children, which he rationally conſi- 
1 ders as the molt ſacred of all duties. He regards them 
1 n fo mauy pledges intruſted to him by the Divinity, for 


x a> 


| _ . F 
q | "whom he is tc /mooth the road ihat leads to true happineſs ; 
1 1 convinced 
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enticed that jaſtice would be required of him, ſhould. 
he direct them wrong. His great principle on this head 
is to prevent the entry of falſe ideas and irregular de- 
fires into the mind while tender. Obſervation has 


taught him that children imitate the manners and ac 


tions of older perforis, with whom they live; and he 


apprehends that, by a due government of his own paſ- 


ſions, he can avoid ſetting any bad examples before 
= if they could be equally preſerved from conta- 
from others. To prevent this evil, he is defirous 
to | have his children always with him; and inſiſts that 
they ſhall attend him in all his labors, and ſhare in them 
in proportion to their ſtrength. Thus he endeavors 
to give them an early taſte for his own kind of life, and 


for his oẽn way of thinking and acting; and hopes te 


inſpire” into them that true content which he regards 
as the only foundation 5f happineſs ; whilſt by remov- 
ing them, as far as he is able from all other ſociety, 
whole'bad* cuſtoms and depraved manners he has taken 
pains to baniſh from his own houfe, they are not expo- 


fed to the danger of imitation. This rock, on which ſo 
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many ſplit, prevents him from ſending them to a'pub® 


lic {chool ; leſt communication with unprincipled and 
ill educated young perſons in their walks and hours of 


. 
* F 


recreation, ſhould, by injuring their morals, make > 


them too dearly purchaſe the arts of reading and wris 


ting. 


fome hours in the Sunday, apart for this occupation. 


In conſequence of this, the brothers attend their duty at | 
church alternately. One of them always ſtays at home; 
as well as to preſerve decency of behavior amongſt the 


children ; as to hear them repeat the catechiſm,and give 
them leſſons in reading and writing. 

The ſame m tive influences our philoſopher to forbid - 
His children from partaking in public diverſions; ſuch as 
fairs, village feaſts, &c. a prohibition that has, in truth, 


0G 


Rho undertakes to teach them bihſelk, and [em 


A 


hy. — him go enſure, and to be conſidered as 4 ſees - | 
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tariſt, and a rigid father whoſe parſimony refuſed to his 


children the enjoyment of any diverſion.—“ You are ex- 
«*.ceſſively in the wrong (laid one of his neighbors to 
& Kliyogg) to treat your children r by refu- 
te ſing them every kind of recreation And who has 
« jntormed you (ſaid he) that I deny them recreation? 
& Pray have they not as much health and cheerfulneſs 
as your own?” -“ But do not you ablolutely deny 
© their appearance at all- places where young people 
t meet to be merry with propriety and decency { Have 
not ap commanded your fons not to go to the tay- 


4 ern ?; Nay, it was but the other day you refuled to 


let your daughter accept an invitation to an entertain- 
“ment, where {he might have eaten and drauk, and dan- 
& ced, and diverted herſelf like the reſt of the world! 
9 — My daughter had not the leaſt inclination to go; 

ec ſhe can laugh and divert herſelf at home. Do you think 
that drinking to exceſs, or being immoderately mer- 
« ry, are the only things that give ſatisfaction? Can 
you eat more at a tavern than nature permits ? Can 
ge you be more than merry ?*—+* Clearly not; but a lit- 


& tle feſtivity at proper intervals, i is of great ſervice x 


© we return to our occupation with freſh alacrity.“ 
% — | my friend, have I not obſerved, that when you 

have been guilty of irr egularity at the tavern over- 
40 night, you were very little diſpoſed for buſiueſs in the 
% morning | Yow have complained of the head-ach, 
* of want of reſt, and regretted the money fooliſhly 
& Javiſhed away. L confeſs it; yet ſurely life is not 
„ intended to be a circle of labor, without including 
«© {ome hours of pleaſure,” —** Have you then no plea- 
& ſure in cultivating your land, and beholdigg the hap- 
«py reward cf your induſtry ?”— < Yes, undoubtedly 
« the appearance of a good harveſt gives me real plea- 
* ſure. . And have you ever felt the leaſt diſpoſi- 


„tion to repentance, after laboring all day, and per- 


forming the duties of your ſtation ?“ Never.“ 


| n then, my good neighbor, ange not give the 


” © 8 
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* preference to Joys which are not attended with re- 


* morſe, when ſet in competition with thoſe that ren» 
* der you incapable of proſecuting your work, and 
© which have frequently been followed by repent- 
* ance ? I endeavor, whilſt the mind is flexible, to in- 
© ſpire my children with an inclination for rational 
e pleaſure : it appears to me that I am ſecuring their 


{© future happineſs ! In teaching them to ſhun thoſe - 


e miſtaken pleaſures you recommend, l hope to preſerve 
them from that ruin, which has been the conſequence 
e of depravity of manners in ſo many families. 


The method Kliyogg uſes to encourage children to 
work, by exciting their emulation, deſerves to be taken 
notice of.—Whilſt they are too young to labor with the 


hoe, or ſpade; he makes them eat their dinner upon the 


floor ; but from the moment they begin to be of ſome 
uſe in huſbandry, he admits them to {it at table with the 
family. In this manner he teaches them to comprehend, 
that ſo long as man is incapable of labor, and lends no 
aſliſtance to ſociety ; he can be conſidered only as an an- 
imal, who has a right to expect ſubſiſtence 3 but no 
claim to being treated as a member of the community. 
In other reſpects, he is peculiarly cautious of creating 
the leaſt diſtinctions among the children. He ſeems to 
love, with equal affection, his ſons and his nephews; and 


inſtructs them with equal zeal and aſſiduĩty in the prinei- 


ples of virtue. Alt is only by an obedient behaviour and 
by doing well, that they can gain his friendſhip, or ex- 
pect his careſſes. His approbation is all the recom- 
penſe to which they aſpire; and he has found the ſecret 
of making himſelf equally beloved and feared by them: 


They are accuſtomed from theirinfancy to hearty food, 
ſuch as is provided for the family ; and he gives them 
as much as will thoroughly ſatisfy their hunger ; ayoid- 
ing carefully to excite gluttony by feeding them with 
delicacies by way of reward, according to the pernicious 


rade; 


, | 


* 
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cuſtom of moſt peaſants. Thus they have no paſſion fo? 
theſe things, and are inſenſible to all the pleaſures of the 


- table except that of appeaſing a keen appetite. Indif- 


ferent in the choice of diet, that to which they are moſt 
accuſtomed, is the moſt pleaſing to their taſte ; ſo that 
Kliyogg may, without any hazard, diſpenſe with the 
trouble of locking the cloſets or cupboards where he 
keeps his ſtores. 


Fhis confidence extends to the how where he keeps 
his money; which is equally open to all the members of 
the family who are old enough to underſtand its uſe and 
are ſuppoſed to be equally entitled to a ſhare. This 
communication of wealth occaſions every one to avoid, 
with the niceſt circumſpection, the flighteſt appearance 
of ſelfiſhneſs, and baniſhes an immoderate deſire of 
riches ; for they regard money merely as an inſtrument 
that ſupplies them with what is neceſſary for the wants 
of the family; and as they find themſelves abundantly 
provided with all that can ſatisfy their reaſonable wiſh» 
es, no one entertains a thought of any thing beyond. 


This fact juſtifies, in ſome meaſure, t the opinion which 


Kliyogg has imbibed; that their deſcendants may, in 


all probability, for ſome centuries, continue incorpora- 
ted in one family.— I have heard him expand upon this 
idea in a converſation with a friend of mine, in a man- 


ner ſo ſatisfactory, that I cannot forbear relating it. 


My friend, who had acquired in a foreign ſervice, the 
fortune his merit deſerved, had not the leſs regard for 
his-own country as a worthy citizen. Born with high 
feelings for all-that is beautiful or excellent, he came to 
ſeek, in the boſom of the muſes, an elevated relaxation 
from military fatigue. —The moment he heard of the 
fame of our rural Socrates, he conceived an ardent de- 
fire to be perſonally acquainted with him ; and I took 
the firſt opportunity to procure him that ſatisfaction.— 
He was ſtruck with the ſingular genius of the * and 

don 
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oon aid to him with a tone of friendſhip and frankneſs, 
« I perceive, my dear Kliyogg, it is impoſſible to rank 
you too high in one's eſteem. You have inſpired me 
„in a moment with the moſt ſincere and uncommon 
e affeftion : and as you have ſeveral ſons, truſt. me 
© with one of them, and I will make his fortune in the 
© army.“ — I am infinitely obliged, Sir, replied Kli- 
„ yogg, for your kind intentions; and feel for you all 
© the reſpet and regard that an officer of your rank, 
% and what is more, of your underſtanding and probity, 
& deſerves. But pardon my freedom; I cannot anſwer 
©« to my conſcience to part voluntarily with any of my 
children before they have attained the age when rea- 
„ {on is mature. God has bleſt me with children that 
© I might educate them to his glory, and uſe all my en- 
© deavors to render them happy: and I mean, throvgh 
„ the mediation and affiſtance of his Holy Spirit, not to 
& fail in this ſacred duty.” —** Your manner of think- 
« ing (ſaid my friend) is laudable; but I would be 
© as conſcientious in theſe articles as yourſelf ? I un- 
% dertake to acquit myſelf as your repreſentative, 
with all the punctuality and fidelity of which I am 
capable.“ —“ I believe you (ſaid Kliyogg) but they 
«© are my children, and I ſtand bound in a perſanati 

„ ligation to be accountable for them to Providence 3 
«© which I cannot, without a crime, diſpenſe mytelf 
«from, or .confide to another. The duties, *Sir, 
connected with your employment, will not admit 
of your beſtowing the attention which my ſon may 
require; and with what facility will not a young 
© man ſuffer himſelf to be drawn into the allurements 
© of vice, when he falls into bad company !—Do you 
ce think, interrupted my friend, that there are no men 
of honor and virtue in the ſervice ? Only allow them 
« as much probity and religion as*any other profeſſion.” 
„El am fully perſuaded it abounds in both, and have 
{© too ſtriking an example before me, not to be convin- 
ced of it; yet is my fon always to meet with ſuch ; 

, 66 may 
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© may he not often aſſociate with the diſſipated part of 
„ mankind ?—I will guard him from it as much as poſ- 
6 ſible, aid the generous officer.“ Whatever reli- 
« ance l have on your goodnefs, Sir, (replied Kliyogg) 
« [ beg again to obſerve, that your ſtation in life will 
ei not allow you to watch his conduct with the wigilance 
© neceſſary to my tranquillity. My children are ſcarge- 
ly a moment out of my ſight : they accompany either 
„my brother or myſelf through the whole- courſe 
&© of country buſineſs ; and on Sundays paſs my time 
6; agrecably, in reading with them, or in ſioging pſalms, 
<« or in walking over fields which our hands have culti- 
„ yated ; where I explain to them the different parts of 
6 agriculture, and remark with what ſingular liberality 
& Providence has rewarded our labor. By this ſyſtem 
© of education they will eſcape the evil of bad example; 
ce ſo long, at leaſt,” as my own life continues irreproach- 
ce able.—l find (ald my friend) your maxims of educa- 
© tion prudent and ſenſible ; but you have ſeven ſons in 
© your- family, who cannot always be kept at home: 
you muſt by ſome means or other, endeavor to pro- 
c cure them ſome eſtabliſhment ; and on this ſuppoſition 
the army is not to be deſpiſed : many a worthy.man 
% makes his fortune there. I acknowledge it, Sir, 
but I have a competency for all my ſons, provided 
6. they unite to regularity of conduct, that ardor for 
& work, which nothing ought to extinguiſh. This very 
40 eſtate, which has ſupported me hitherto, will ſupport 
ce them and: their deſcendants, if Providence thinks fit, 
&© when cultivated with care and induſtry,”—** But 
< ſurely happineſs is to be found in other ſtates, as well 
das in huſbandry.” —** Indiſputably it may, by thoſe 
© who' have been habituated to them from their infan- 
ec cy, and have made them their conſtant ſtudy. Prov- 
«© idence having placed me in a farm, I have inſtructed 


40 ; Wy children in agriculture : they are ignorant of eve- 


<< ry thing elſe : their ideas, their hopes of happineſs, 


6c are bounded to the bleſſing of favorable ſeaſons on 
bs 3 their 


*. 
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<« their labors, and to the enjoyment of the real neceſſaries 
<« of life! The momant they enliſt in the army, they 
« wpuld find themſelves tranſplanted into a new ſcene. 
The cares and fatigues attending a military life, would 
te to them appear painful and diſagreeable ; whereas the 
« employments of the huſbandman have hitherto been 
© ſubmitted to with fatisfaftion.” —** Would not, the 
te fame thing ſoon happen in military exerciſes ? A mind 
s without prejudice which applies with zeal to the pur- 
« ſuit of any profeſſion (no matter what) will enter into 
it with readineſs, and may be aſſured of ſucceeding.” 
«© —Be it ſo, Sir, but my ſon would at leaſt forget his 
&« firſt occupation, to which a variety of circumſtances 
% may oblige him to return; and ſhould this happen, 
& could he reſume it with the ſame ardor and alac- 
„ rity ? He will have contracted abroad another 
« fyſtem of life: the hour and the nature of his meals 
„will be different; and, if unfortunately he knows 
% not -how to lay aſide what cuſtom has rendered 
© a ſecond nature, his houſe will be the ſeat of diſ- 
© order. Sincerely ſpeaking, it appears to me ſcarce- 
ly poſlible for any one to be truly happy out of that 
* circle of life to which he has been early accuſtomed. 
© You would, in all probability, be much to be pitied, 
here you reduced to the neceſſity of dining on the 
© coarſe food, which furniſhes me with a continual 
© feaſt. And I, on the contrary, ſhould be equally ſo, 
were I obliged to habituate myſelf to your delicate 
© meats with high ſauces : I ſhould not enjoy ſo good a 
© ſtate of health, and ſhould be far leſs contented than 
«with my homely fare. It is the ſame thing in regard 
© to labor. I have practiſed bodily labor without re · 
© Jaxation, day after day; and I am ſo much the more 
© robuſt and more diſpoſed to work: but if I exerciſe 
my mind Jong upon any abſtruſe point, it ſoon brings 
© on diſguſt and fatigue. In ſhort cuſtom is all. —If I 
+ am not miſtaken in your opinion, my dear Kliyogg, 
{© that children ſhould always follow the occupation of 

© | | | « their 
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« their father; the reſult of it would be, that there 
« would only be one profeſſion in the world.” “ And 
« where would be the misfortune if there was not ? re- 
„ plied Kliyogg, with a ſmile. If agriculture was the 
« univerſal employment of mankind, and every one 
« found his ſupport from the labor of his hands, 
« we ſhould hear no more of treachery or violence. 
% Peace, tranquillity, and contentment of mind and of 
heart would eſtabliſh their reſidence on earth! For I 
« faithfully aſſure you, Sir, I have never yet met with 
« the perſon with whom I would willingly change ſitua- 
« tions: nor have I ever, to this preſent hour, felt any 
« want or the lighteſt inclination to covet the poſſeſſion 
« of what belonged to another! But your ſons, af- 
ce ter all, can hardly avoid embarraſling each other: 
« Your eſtate (excuſe my repetition of the queſtion) can 
« it be ſufficient to maintain them all ?—Yes, Sir; the 
« productions of the earth are always in proportion to the 
& culture. I have long been folicitons to ſee my chil- 
« dren of a proper age to aſſiſt me in bringing this farm 
e to as high a degree of perfection, as the land is capa- 
« ble of; and when that is accompliſhed, there yet re- 
main large tracts of neglected ground in our neighbor- 
„ hood, which may be purchaſed for a trifle, and where 
& we may undertake new improvements. There will 
is always be a greater want of laboritg hands, than of 
* materials to exerciſe them upon. But you are not 
% immortal, Kliyogg, and your death may be the cauſe 
« of diviſion among your children. When your for- 
* tune becomes ſeparated, will they be able with the 
* {mall allotment aſſigned each, to continue their pre- 
et ſent way of life?“! It is preciſely for that very 
ee reaſon that they muſt not divide the eſtate; but muſt 
ze uſe their united efforts to keep up its value. How 
js that practicable ? there is no poſlibility, that ſo ma- 
« gy perſons ſhould be moved by the ſame inclinations. 
& Why not, Sir, when experience has taught, that the 


$* life they lead renders them happy and contented, 
i | and 
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and when they have no farther wiſhes to gratify ? 
From their infancy they will have been lnured to la- 
*© bor, The profits. of that will yield them abundant 
*« food and raiment ; and knowing no other wants, their 
<« deſires will extend no farther.” —* Yet, ſurely the 
„ {ſuppoſition is not very improbable, that in ſuch a 
«© number {ome one, ſooner or later, may aſpire to a bet- 
© ter manner of living; may ſigh for more delicate 
* food, or finer raiment; and what then will become 
« of this bappy union?“ Thoſe (replied Kliyogg) 
© once habituated to a certain mode of living, and 
« who find that mode to conſtitute their happineſs, 
© are not very likely to abandon it for another the 
© are unacquainted with, and which their reaſon dig. 
«© approves. On this principle, I guard my children” 
©« with the utmoſt circumſpection from being preſent 
© in any place that may tempt them to idleneſs, luxury, 
© or debauchery. When early impreſſions are fortifi- 
ed by time, there is little danger of their being era- 
© ſed. I take all opportunities to convince them that 
© vicious habits precipitate men into ruin; and, on the 
*© contrary, that true happineſs is the conſequence of a 
te regular and conſtant attachment to the obligations of 
<< their ſtation.” —** We will take it for granted, (re- 
** plied my friend) that your maxims may be ſo deeply 
rootęd in the minds and hearts of your deſcendants, as 
4e to ſtifle all inclination towards a more delicate man- 
ener of living; yet there mult be a contrariety of opin- 
* jon in many articles where the command can only 
„proceed from one, and the reſt muſt conſent to be 
© governed.” —* He who is the moſt induſtrious, ra- 
„tional, and intelligent, has a natural right to com- 
« mand. Where there are no irregular deſires to in- 
« terfere, what is true and juſt will be eaſily diſcerned 
« by the moſt limited underſtandings : And-if any vi- 
e cious inclinations ſhould venture to appear, he who 
* exerciſes the authority of maſter will know how to 


27200 18 n in the bud, by having recourſe to ap- 
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* 


4 proved and eſtabliſhed, regulations, und ſetting them 
t an exemplary pattern. He will have no other pre- 
4e rogative over the reſt, but in work; and it will only 
© be when he aims at mere command, that they will 
« ſubmit to his authority with patience. Thus 1 have 
« great cauſe to truſt in the goodneſs of Providence 
t that my poſterity will long remain united and undiſ- 
© turbed, without a thought of dividing their patrimo- 
« ny, or a temptation to embrace any other profeſ- 
« fon,”* © I ſubmit to the wiſdom of your arguments, 

| e (concluded 


 ® This converſation will undoubtedly appear tedious to many readers ; 
but J apprehend, to perſons of a benevolent turn of mind it will be intereſt- 
ing :— Yet a rational aſſent to what Kliyogg advances, is, perhaps, not fo 
eaſily obtained. We ate apt to conſider the expeRation of Kliyogg as chi- 
merical, and contraty to what experience teaches as to the nature of the 
human heart, and the diverſity of diſpoſitions, It is not, however, impoſ- 
fible to produce facts that as ſtrongly corroborate the ſyſtem of our rural 
philoſopher,” as the ordinary courſe of things ſeems to oppoſe it. 

I ſhall relate one which I had from an eccleſiaſtic, reſpe&able for his 
age, manners, and information: He is related to the perſons of whom 
he ſpeaks, and bas viſited them frequently, I fhall tranſcribe, literally, from 
my common place-hook, the account I received from him, above a year 
before I knew that ſuch a man as Kliyogg exiſted, —There is a family in 
Upper Provence, which is in poſſeſſian of authentic letters of Nohleſſe, 
* to one of their anceſtors by Saint Louis, at the time that he was 

ypt ; for having fas tho patent certifies) ſaved the King avd his ar- 
m 


z then in imminent danger. This family lives in the moſt re kind 


* of mediocrity ; upon their own eſtate, it is true; but by coltivating it 


with their own hands, They are independent, but enjoy no other advan- 
tages above common peaſants, The eldeſt ſon always ſucceeds to the eſ- 
tate 3 and the younger branches, who leave the family ſeat when they 


marry, are paid a thoufand French livers. Their alliances ate with ſim- 


ple peaſants ; and though 'their common way of life is In the ruſtic ſtile, 
they entertain their gueſts nobly with wild fowl,. pigeons, and game. 
n they have been adviſed to avail themſelves of the advantages an- 
nexed to s nobility, ſo ancient in its origin, and founded on fuch diſtin- 
guiſhed ſervices z they anſwer, that they have always lived peaceably and 
eontentedly in that laborious retirement, which is the extent of their wiſhes ; 
and that the tumult infeparable from tank and riches, excited their diſlike 
Father than defire, Their happy abode is, in reality,the ſeat of peace and 
innocence, of candor and purity of manners, What is ſtill more extraordi. 
nary, not one of the deſcendants of this honorable family has erer devi. 


ated from the way of think ing of his anceſtors, © Thoſe 
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1% (concluded my friend 5 remain ſteady to your prin- 


** ciples, they cannot fail to be attended with the moſt 
% happy conſequences. Heaven will crown your per- 
ſeverance with a bleſſing, and you will behold peace, 
© concord, and affection reign amongſt your ** de- 


40 ſcendants.” 


The brother of Kliyogg w was laſt year (176 1 nomi- 
nated by the village, as maſter of the ſchool kept in it; 
an event, which our .country philoſopher regarded as 
fortunate. He conceived an immediate hope of ſeeing 
his principles reduced to a more extended practice; and 
of communicating to his countrymen a ſhare of that fe- 
licity which he himſelf enjoyed, ever ſince the introduc- 
tion of goad order in his domeſtic affairs. He came to > 
participate his joy with me.—“ Sir, (ſays he) I am in 
te actual poſſeſſion of a ſpecies of authority, which will add 
66 weight to my remonſtrances. You cannot think what. 
© jnfluence authority has in promoting public good, if 
<« properly exerciſed. —My firſt attempt ſhall be on the 
children, which will be attacking the evil at the root; 
for good ſeed can never make any progreſs, till the 
© weeds are extirpated. This operation is exly before 
they have acquired firm hold. I would ſooner uns, 
10 dertake to educate a dozen children, than attempt ta 
© communicate my principles to a ſingle grown perſon. : 
« Habit teaches men to regard as a treaſure, the vice, 
60 they have been long attached to; and to treat as a 
60 dangerous innovator, him who, ventures to attack 


te eſtabliſhed Ul however pernicious. * 


Kliyogg - left to his brother the care of nftrufting the 
children, and 7 bimfelf the more indefarigably, 
the 


44 


Thoſe who. are ing of more public * wore ; general r 
find them in Joſephus's account of the Eſſenes; a people, whoſe tenor o 
life may throw ſome probability on the opinion of Kliyogg.—See alfo in 


the ſequel, the Marquis de Mirabeau's firſt r ; and the accounts iaket 
from the Count de an and the Journal Saeed F. 
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the labors of the huſbandman: reſerving to himſelf the 
ſinging-ſchool ; where he employed, as is cuſtomary, the 
hours after ſupper, on Saturdays.—Vocal muſic has 
ever been his moſt delightful recreation ; and he has the 
notes of Lobwaſſer's pſalms by heart ;* whilſt his bro+ 

ther has much leſs {kill and taſte. * 


Kliyogg 


1 Claude Coadinel, a frindus muſician of Franche Comts, (who was 


murdered at Lyons on St. Bartholomew's day) compoſed the muſic, for a 
tical tranflation of the Pſalter by Clement Marot and Theodore de 
ze. Lobwaſſer, publiſhed ſoon after a German tranſlation in the ſame 
meaſure, adapted to the muſic of Goudimel. The greater part of the Pro- 
teſtant churches, ſtill uſe muſic, which, without diſcovering any great ſci- 
ence, has ſomething ſolemn and harmonious. —The French churches have 


| ſubſtituted Conrart's verſion of the pſalms, for that by Beze and Ma- 


* 
* 


rot; though the former diſplays no extraordinary genius in poetry. — The 
Swiſs and ſome of the Germans, till ſing the words of Lobwaſler ; 
notwithſtanding bis language is more obſolete and unintelligible to 
them, than that of Marot and Beze to the French. A proof that ancient 
cuſtoms ate often preferred to common ſenſe, is, that the verſion publiſhed 


about twenty years ſince, by M. Spring, profeſſor of rhetoric at Baſle, 


ſhould not yet be adopted in all theſe churches; though made to correſ. 


* with Goudimel's muſtc, and ſuperior even to the new French ver- 


.—But on the other hand, the attention employed in teaching the peo. 
ple, particularly in country pariſhes, to ſing with propriety, is worthy of 
obſervation, A ſtranger would be ſurpriſed to hear pſalms in four parts, 
ſung with judgment in a village church. The canton of Zurich is re- 
markable for good ſinging. | 3-23 

I ſhall-rraoſcribe a ſtill more ſurpriſing fat, related by the penetrating 
and ingenious author of © E//ays on various ſubjefts, intereſting to politics 
& 2nd morality,” which perhaps will not be thought inapplicable to the 
prefent ſubject. The diſcoveries of the learned” (ſays that diſtinguiſh. 


_ ed writer, Whom my country honozs) „would be an uſeleſs acquiſition, 


« if they did not extend to the proprietors of eſtates, and remained uni n- 
« telligible to the huſbandman. For the information of the laborer, ac- 


, curate abridgments ought to be complied ; explaining in clear and 


mple terms, the firſt elements of agriculture, and the beſt practical lo- 
« cal rules. Theſe abridgments ſhould be introduced into ſchools where 
« the children of the peaſants are educated ; a method that has been often 
© recommended, and cannot be too often addreſſed to the conſideration of 
« poverament.— Nor let it be regarded as chimerical, to infor the minds 
" of the common people; for experience proves its practicability. A 
German prince, Ecneſt the pious, Duke of Saxe Gotha, entirely changed 
the face of his principality, more than à century ago. Truly great by 


«4 . 
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- Kliyogg entered upon his office at the ſinging ſchool 
by abſolutely forbidding his muſical ſcholars to ramble 
about the ſtreets after they left ſchool at night, onto call 
in at the tavern : a prohibition that raiſed anew the cla- 
mor of the village againſt him. He was menaced on 
every {ide ; but his courage remained unconquerable. 
He ſhut his ſchool againſt all who were refractory; an- 
ficipating any intention of theirs, by threatening to lodge 
a complaint with the miniſter of the pariſh ; and, if his 
admonition was lighted, to have recourſe to civil au- 
thority. His endeavors here again were ſucceſs- 
ful; and his ſcholars (the only ones, perhaps, in the 
country who did ſo) walked quietly home from his 
ſchool every eyening.—He made them ſenſible, by de- 
grees, of the ridiculous abſurdity of the diverſions at 
the carnival and on the eve at St. Nicholas, &c. He 
went farther ; he extended his remonſtrances to thoſe in 
Advent; and put a ſtop, for the firſt time, to the inde- 
| | cent 


* 
1 


ce his civil virtues, he had his people ĩnſtructed by compendiams of every 
« kind of uſeful knowledge, which were put into the hands of the pea- 
« ſants in all country ſchools ; where they were taught even muſic and 


« drawing; Though theſe inſtitutions no longer exiſt in their original 


« ſpirit, it is yet amazing to obſerve the difference of information in this 
« and the adjacent circles, The villages have good muſic in all their 


« churches ; and there are ſew where it is not eaſy to aſſemble a band of 


« peaſants, capable of performing in concert the beſt Itallan compoſitions.” 
— This is not an imaginary fact: this author ſpeaks from his own know- 
ledge; and I have ſeen the act paſſed by Duke Erneft, 

Since writing the above note, I have been credibly informed, that at Wæ. 
diſchweil, in the canton of Zurich, the inhabitants have eſtabliſhed a week. 
ly concert: The performers are twelve peaſants, who meet on an appoint- 
ed day ; and there are two vpon the violin, whoſe execution would be 
pronounced excellent in a concert of the firſt maſters, At Tættlicken, a 
very ſmall village, there is an harmonic ſociety; and at Hottinguen, 
another village in the ſame canton, they have a concert-hall, where vocal 
and inftrumental pieces of Italian muſic are performed. 

It is well known in Germany, that the peaſants of the ſamous village 
of Stroepke, dependent on the bailiwick of Zilly, in the pincipMity of 
Halberſtadt, have been long acknowledged as the beſt cheſs players in Eu- 
rope. Thus indiſputable is the ſact, that there is no ſpecies of knowledge 
which the claſs of peaſants 1 1 capable of comprehending ! F. 

| 5 | 
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cent diſorder that had hitherto profaned the eve that 
precedes the birth of ourSaviour ; a remarkable proof of 
the etheacy of ſteady perſeverance in thoſe, who are en- 
truſted with the execution of the laws. The better to 
enſure an obſervance of the new regulations which he 
Introduced in the ſchool, he determined to bound his 
expectations of advantage within the very moderate ſa- 
lary aſſigned; and to refuſe the ſmalleſt preſent what - 
ſoe ver It is our frailty and venality in this article, 
„ (laid he) that weakens the ivfluence gf the wiſeſt re- 
& gulations. Men offer to their ſuperiors the flattering 
© bait, and from the moment theſe extend their hands 
© to receive it, thoſe hands become incapable of rei- 
o7 ing the progrell of corruption.” pa 


; 1.x 
4 * A 


e has been peculiarly attentive to render his 
family independent, by making his eſtate produce as far 
as is practible, whatever is neceſſary for clothing, as 
well as food. — With this view, he has had one of his 
daughters inſtructed in weaving; and has free 8 
a room to that e. . 
15 . 

vet he 5 ane hold in high eſtimation the works 
carried on by a great number of the peaſants, in manu- 
factures of various kinds, where a ſmall exertion of 
$rength is required; and which, from their ſedentary 
nature, relax their ardor for the Tougher labors of the 
field, and diminiſh their ſtrength. The too great en- 
couragement of manufactures inſepfibly deprives the 
land of proper culture, and conſequently occaſions the 
ruin of agriculture ! 

He is not, however, for rejecting manufactures abſo- 
lutely, but regards them as very advantageous when un- 
der proper regulations: They afford ſubſiſtence to ma- 
ny, who have no land to cultivate ; and to others, whom 
natural infirmities, or the effects of diſeaſe, render in- 
capable f the toils of huſbandry, Manufactorics, 
66 in he) are to be conſidered in the ſame light as 

4 | 2 * : 
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t hoſpitals : Eſtabliſhments of this ſort are an inva« 
© lyable reſource to the ſick and decrepid ; but when 
<« we receive into them the healthy and robuſt, we open 
« a door to idleneſs, and are acceſſary to the deſtruc- 
« tion of our country.“ In general he weighs every 
queſtion, relatively to the influence it may have upon 
the mind or manners. Thus an apparegtly great ad- 


vantage would, in his eſtimation, be a really great evil, 


if it tended to debauch the morals of the people.— On 
this principle, he ſets very little value on the flouriſhing 


ſtate of commerce; as he apprehends its moſt general 


effects are to introduce an inordinate love of money, 
debaſe generous ſentiments, and familiarize the mind 
with fraud. W 


The uncommon fertility of the year 1761, conſider. 
ably lowered the price of corn: The farmers, alarmed, 
broke into indecent and offenſive murmurs. The moſt 
ſubſtantial amongſt them refuſed to ſell, and took meaſ- 
ures to preſerve their corn till the markets ſhould riſe. 
—Kliyogs, ſo far from complaining, enjoyed a heart- 
felt MicfoRion, that the poor laborer could eat his 


morſel of bread at a moderate price: he got rid of his 


corn at the current price, at the time he had been ac- 
cuſtomed to ſell it; convinced that it was better econ» 
omy to employ immediately the ſmall ſum it amounted 
to, in the improvement of his lands, than to hoard it up 
in a granary till a more lucrative opportunity. —He of- 
ten is ſhocked at the hypocriſy of thoſe men, who on 
every bargain they ſtrike, whether they may have over- 
reached their neighbor or not ; make a parade of the 
benediction of heaven in their favor, and are always re- 
peating, ** God be praiſed!” The thankſgivings indeed 
with which they affront the ſupreme Being, are, in gen- 


eral, expreſſive of their inſatiable avidity after riches ; _ 


which are almoſt always acquired to the ne oth- 

ers. The true manner of prailing the Deſty, is to be 

contented with what we have earned by induſtrious 
application, 
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application, without envying the poſſeſſions of an- 
other. 


Kliyogg recommends to all the members of his fami- 
ly, a conſtant attention to neatneſs in their dreſs ; but 
forbids every appearance of luxury. The ſtrongeſt and 
leaſt expenſive ſtuffs and linens, are what he prefers. 
Extravagance in clothes, in his opinion, is one of the 
moſt frequent cauſes of misfortune to families; and is, 
of all paſſions, the moſt ridiculous and irrational. 
When buſineſs calls him to the city, he wears a coarſe 

y ſurtout coat, with ſteel claſps; and this is to be 
conſidered as his holiday ſuit. His brother puts it on 
in turn, and it ſerves both of them for their journeys to 


the city. . 

As the grand purſuit in all his operations, is to arrive 
at the end propoſed by the ſhorteſt way ; and as his na- 
tive {agacity readily points that out; the moſt exact or- 
der and decorum prevail in every port of his houſe, 
and every utenſil is placed in the very ſpot where it 
will be moſt convenient. — This r is not only the 
foundation of his economical ſyſtem, * but ſerves as a 
guide to his moral conduct. 


Nothing appears to him more clear and determinate, 
than the ideas we ought to entertain of juſtice and hon- 
or. —* Every man (ſays he) may read in his own 
& breaſt, what he ought to do or avoid, in ſuch or ſuch 
* cireumſtances. All that is required, when our inter- 
c eft happens to be in oppoſition to that of another, is 
ce toinquire within, how we ſhould wiſh to be treated 
© in a ſimilar ſituation ; and to obſerve during the 
© courle of this proceeding, whether our heart is tran- 

© quil 


| _—_ only, who have experienced how mnch a ſpirit of order 
facilitater, as well as accelerates all operations, can conceive how out cul- 
rivator has been able to accompliſh, with ſo ſew aflifants, the ſeveral taſks 
defcrived, F, 


' 
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e quil and ſatisfied.” It is in ſelf-· approbation for hav- 
ing fulfilled our duty; it is in inward complacency re- 
ſulting from ſuch conviction, that according to him true 
happineſs conſiſts. He diſcerns in the conſequences na- 
turally attending our actions, the recompenſes or chaſe 
tiſements of Providence. In the ſame manner that 
plenty is the recompenſe of aſſiduous and laborious toil, 
ſo peace and ſerenity of mind are che reward of virtuous 
conduct, 


I never ſaw Kliyogg melancholy. Even when he has 
had recourſe to my advice in illneſs, I have always 
found him perfectly compoſed. His animated eyes, and a 
face whole freſhneſs of complexion denoted the vigor of 
his conſtitution, had always a gay and open appearance; 
and continued to diſcloſe all the beauties of his mind to 
a {kilful phy ſiognomiſt. 


He has a ſtrong propenſity to friendſhip, which he 
contracts with facility ._-W hatever ardor he has for la- 
bor, he quits it with pleaſure when it can oblige a friend. 
He came one day to my houſe, when I was juſt ſetting 
out for Brugg, to pay à viſit to Dr. Zimmerman, a phy- 


fician® in that town, of whom I was infinitely fond. I 


knew I ſhould procure this worthy philanthropiſt pecu- 
lar 


M. Zimmerman was 3 pupil of the celebrated Baron de Haller; and 
like that great man, united to a conſummate knowledge in phyſic, very 
diſtinguiſhed talents in all branches of literature. He wrote an effay ca 
national pride: and we have few compoſitions in the German tongue that 
. diſcover ſuch depth of genius or elegance of diction, —This excels 
jent writer has given more deciſive proofs of his uncommon talents in a 
large work afterwards publiſhed upon Experience in phy/ſic., In the opta- 
jon of a very able man, who is a competent judge of the ſubjeR, this book 


+ 


would do honor to a Boerhaave, a Haller, or a Van Swieten.— M. Zim- 


merman has been for many years firſt phyſician to the Court of Hanover, 
and enjoys a great reputation, F. 

v. B. Dr. Zimmerman was the phyſician, whom the famali# Kiog of 
Pruſſia ſent for to attend him in his laſt illneſs, Dr, Zimmerman pub- 
. an 2 of what paſſed on this occaſion, He is himſelf fince dt» 
. ceaſed, 
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lar ſatisfaction, in furniſhing bis eager eurioſity wie an 

opportunity of noticing the excellence of the human 
character, in a ſtate ſo nearly reſembling that of nature, 
Kliyogg was unwilling to refuſe my entreaties, to favor 
me with his company ; though he had ten 2 to 
travel back the next day. 


However univerſall is the benevolence of Kliyogg to all 


| mankind, he makes their zeal for truth and their integ- 


rity, the ſtandard of his. affection ; ; and his penetration 
in theſe reſpects is altogether extraor dinary. 


- The converſation of Kliyogg i is eaſy and unconſtrain- 
ed, even from the firſt moment of acquaintance ; he has 
great eloquence, and a ſimplicity of expreſſion peculiar to 
himſelf and which he cannot owe to imitation... To il- 
Iuſtrate his meaning, he is often obliged to make uſe of 
compariſons and metaphors, which have always the moſt 
exact relation to the thought he wiſhes to expreſs. _ 

Though he ſpeaks with facility and ſatisfaction, he is 
equally willing to be ſilent, if he finds that he is not at- 
tended to with pleaſure. He then devotes his Whole 


notice to the diſcourſe of the company; and his ſenſi- 
ble and judicious replies demonſtrate that he be 


nothing to eſcape him. . 


He ſeizes with avidity all truths at the firſt mo- 
ment; and rejeas nothing becauſe of its novelty and be- 
fore he has thoroughly examined its intrinſic merit. In 
this particular he is diametrically oppoſite to moſt coun- 
trymen, whoſe hereditary prejudices may be regarded as 
part of their eſſence, 

When Kliyogg attains any beneficial liſcovery, notl⸗ 
ing intereſts him more than to impart it to others; and 
he takes all imaginable pains to convince them of its 

utility, apd to conquer their prepoſſeſſions. 
Nev®: is Kliyogg more happy, than when he happens 
Wen into a conference, where the ſpeakers diſcuſs, 
2 
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—— an energy which the real intereſt they take in the _ 


eſtion inſpires, matters relative to the public good. 
jo theſe occaſions, he delivers his thoughts with a no- 
ble frankneſs, and examines the duties of every ſtation 
with ſingular -judgment ; ſtrengthening his arguments 
with — drawn from rural economy. — He at- 
tacks the errors that offend him, with great freedom, 
but in a manner very remote from ruſticity. 


By this behavior, he concilites the eſteem of all men 
of probity, who know how to value merit; 


I have introduced him into many companies, whofe 
curioſity had been much excited by the delineations I 
had made of his conduct and converſation. Nor have 
I ever met with any perſons who, at the concluſion of 
his diſcourſe, were not ſtruck with amazement at his 
good ſenſe ; and did not confeſs to me, that my recital 
of his virtues bad inſpired them with eſteem for a man 
ſo extraordinary; but that beholding and converſing 
with him, had raiſed that eſteem ta the higheſt pitch. I 
have known ſome perſons peculiarly laviſh in their en- 


comiums, after having employed their keeneſt ſatire in 


throwing Kliyogg and his admirers into ridicule. 


Reiterated trials have convinced me that, in genera], 
the regard paid to his character is in proportion to the 
ditcerument and integrity of the perſon who beſtows it; 
which will explain why ſeveral of the moſt in- 
telligent and virtuous members of the republic, find 
infinite pleaſure in talking with him, and in hear- 
ing his ſentiments on the duties of thoſe who hold the 
reins of government. He traces before them, in effe& 
and without intending it, the admirgd outline of their 
own way of thinking and acting for the public good. 


The diſtinction and approbation which Kliyogg meet: 
with, do not awaken in him the leaſt ſpark of vanity, 
K Limiting 
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Limiting all pretenſion to the advantages of enlarging 
and improving his ideas of men and things, by frequent 
converſations with perſons of ſuperior rank and know- 
ledge ; he preſexves invariably, his ſimple and natural 
manners. When I-acquainted him with my intention 
of communicating his character to the- world: If you 
think, {aid he, with a natural ſmile, it will in any 
reſpect be the better for it, you are welcome; but whe- 
ther men praiſe or blame me, I ſhall be neither better 
nor worſe. | . | | 


Who would believe that envy does not ceaſe to per- 
ſecute this worthy being? Fortunately all its efforts only 
furniſh-freſh ſubject for praiſe, I was diverted one day 
with hearing one of the moſt rancorous of his neighbors 
exclaim,  ** This Kliyogg is no better than a beaſt. of 
„ burthen ;-he is ſhortening his days by hard workings 
* and forces all his family to bear him company! His 
< whole diſcourſe is about making people labor and do 
good); though they ſay that he docs not allow himſelf 
© much time to pray! gut, tell me, is he guilty of 
© the ſmalleſt degree of injuſtice ? Or, do you hear ma- 


ny reports of his ſwearing, or of his flandering his 


© neighbor?“ © cannot pretend that I do; it muſt 
© even be granted, that he is punctual in keeping his 
© engagements. | allo do not. recollect ever to have 
„ beard him ſwear, or ſpeak ill of any man: But he 
© tires you with the repetition of his methods of farm- 
ing; and is always particular in his way of thinking. 
For inſtance, he-will-not ſuffer his children to {et their 
„ feet in a tavern, or partake of any diverſion; 
and makes them wear the ſame clothes on Sundays 
„ and Feſtivals, as on working days, —He has the art, 
„ however, of ſpeaking ſo fluently, that there is no diſ- 
„ puting againſt him. A near relation of mine, ſum- 
e moge bim lately before a magiſtrate, about an af- 
&« fair that had provoked him to the higheſt pitch. He 


©& confeſſed to me, on coming out of the court, that he 
| @ had 
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had been forced, in preſence of the judge, to acknow- 
„ ledge that Kliyogg was in 'the right in every article; 
though he was convinced then, as well as afterwards, 
„that he was in the wrong; and that ſurely he mult 
have bewitched his reaſon. Would to heaven (ſaid 
Tinwardly) that all my enemies may have no worſe 
| things of which to accuſe me. 


I had no farther view in commencing an acquaintance 
with Kliyogg, than that of extending and improving 
my knowledge in rural economy. Irated my om abil- 
ities much above the ſimplicity of a peaſant ; and meant 
to inſtruct him; and, by attacking and ſubduing any 
prejudices he might have contracted to put him into the 
method of trying new experiments in huſbandry. I in- 
"tended communicaling theſe to the Philoſophical Socie- 
ty; which at that period, purpoſed to excite by premi- 
ums, the moſt rational and induſtrious cultivators to 
put in practice ſuch rules for the improvement of land, 


as ſhould be acknowledged beſt to anſwer that pur- 


poſe.— But what was my aſtoniſhment, to find in this 
villager, a man entirely diveſted of prejudice; and en- 
dowed with a judgment as perfect as that of the molt 
celebrated philoſopher ; his ſentiments and will be— 
ing abſolutely ſubſervient to reaſon! His turn of re- 
flection, his words, his actions, ſeemed always in perfect? 
harmony with each other. When he dwelt on the 
duties of the various ranks in ſociety, and the univerſal 
happineſs attendant on their obſervation, I was ſtruck 
with veneration: whilſt I liſtened, my cheeks were 
moiſtened with tears; and I fancied myſelf tranſported 
into the company of one of yu ſages of ancient Greece. 


One day he found me in a deep melancholy; and 


I could not forbear cxprefling my anguiſh in his pre- 
{ence. He eagerly ſought to comfort my depreſſed ſpir- 


its, with all the zeal of friendſhip. —** My dear doctor, 


66 ; Tatg” he to me (in the courſe of a converſation on the 
s nature 


. 
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nature of /ocial obligations) when I ice a man give evi- 
dent tokens of diſquiet and agitation, I conclude he 
„ begins to be diſſatisfied. with the former part of 
* his conduct; and that he thinks ſeriouſly of correcting 
© his errors, and entering upon a new plan of life. But 
& when the mind is a prey to gloomy reflections, there 
<< js great danger of our making an improper choice, — 
„How many are there who fancy they have done all 
<* that is required, when they pour forth a profuſion of 
„ groans and lamentable exclamations ! and who ap- 
00 prehend that religion conſiſts in conſtantly praying, 
© and in reading pious authors; whilſt they have not. 
<« reſolution to do well in other reſpects. Loſt to 
<« themſelves and to ſociety, ſelf-reproach is continu- 
= ally increaſing ; and graſping the ſhadow, they re 
„% move farther and farther from the ſubſtance of vie 
© tue ; like a man, when the wind has blown duſt 
« in his eyes, who thinks to get it out by rubbing 
them; but the more he rubs, the more they be- 
c come inflamed and painful. Lou viſited our friend 
N lately « on his death bed. Neither his know- 
40 ledge, piety, nor irreproachable life, furniſhed him 
< with ſufficient motives of conſolation, It is ma- 
«ny years ſince he fell into the ſtate which have de- 
« ſcribed, and ſunk into a gloomy deſpondency, which 
made him burthenſome to himſelf and others.—In 
„ ſuch moments, a man ought to recolle& that he 
<« has ſome duty to fulfil ; and that an attentive per- 
«* formance of it, is the moſt acceptable worſhip he can 
cc pay to the ſupreme Being. The deſire of reforma- 
„ tion is unavailing, unleſs accompanied withendeavors 
te to be uſeful to mankind by ſome exertion correſpond- 
ent to our tation. Induſtry and exerciſe will reſtore 
that tranquillity we have loſt, and awaken in the ſoul, 
e ſenſations highly delightful 1a no ſtranger to the 
« firſt ſtate of mind I have been deſcribing. I had my 
<< youthful follies, as well as other people; I grew ſen- 
= Able of my errors; 1 felt the pangs or remorſe, 
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se and was overwhelmed with melancholy. In this ſitu- 
« ation, I ſuffered mylelf to be ſeduced by thoſe who 
« ſtyle themſelves, Pietiſts or the Elect (being Herren- 
c“ huters or the followers of Zinzendorf) ; and I paſſed 
all my hours in reading and praying; but I grew ſtill 
© more reſtleſs and diſturbed. 1 am obliged to my ex- 
© cellent wife for leading me back to true religion: It 
% was ſhe who repreſented to me the ruin that threat- 
e ened our affairs, and perſuaded me again to ſet my 
„hand to the plough. An immediate reflexion ſuc- 
© ceeded, that being placed, by Providence, in the claſs 
of peaſants, I was called upon to cultivate the earth; 
c and to bring up my children to the ſame bulineſs. 
From that inſtan!, I reſolved to apply my whole at- 
< tention to my farm, and never o be a moment idle. 
te likewiſe reſolved to act towards all men, as I wiſhed 
© in ſimilar circumſtances, they ſhould act towards me; 
© a maxim which, according to the words of our Sa- 
& viour, includes all the lau and the prophets.* After 
©« theſe reſolutions my heart grew lighter every day 
and when, in hours of relaxation, I read a chapter of the 
<< bible, every thing appeared clear and diſtin& ; whilſt 
ie before all ſeemed clouded with obſcurity. Whenever 
© I prayed, I experienced the moſt comforting ſenſa- 
te tions; and I was then convinced of the inefficacy of 
© devout forms, where practical duties are neglected ; 
though when theſe are fulfilled, they give an extraordi- 
s nary force to the mind.” 

Kliyogg was now ſilent. I thus continued the con- 
verſation—** You have reaſoned admirably, my dear 
% Klizogg and I acknowledge the truth of all you ad- 
© yance; but your labors and mine are extremely dif- 
© ferent. Yours: conſiſt in manual exerciſe, mine 
© chiefly in what is contemplative ; which this dejection 
« of ſpirits renders me incapable of purſuing, wan ever 

| ww g 


I Mate. Xii. 40. ſays, „On theſe Two wand wents (/ove gf 
God and lere of our neighbor ) hang all the law and tHE prophets.” B. 
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«4 efforts I make, or however ſtrong is my inclination. 
Corporal activity fortiſies the nerves ; mental activity 
« enfeebles them. By the conſtant excrciſe of a far- 
© mer's life, the circulation of the blood becomes more 
free, from the fluidity being greater; whilſt medita- 
tion requires a more ſedentary and tranquil life, which 
be thickens the blood and occaſions a languid pulſe. Thus 
46 your occupation is calculated to baniſh melancholy, 
<« mine to invite it. I am therefore obliged, often to fly 
„from reflection, and ſeek diffipation in walking, and 
„ the company of my friends.“. Still you are purſu- 
„ing your proper buſineſs (faid Kliyogg). In the con- 
verſation of men of ſenſe, you may enter into diſqui- 
„ {itions tending to the benefit of mankind, with far 
greater facility than in your cloſet. I have always 
„ been greatly. edified when you have been kind enough 
* to introduce me into company, where the diſcourſe 
has turned upon the daily new diſcoveries in various 
„ branches, and on the moſt eligible means of bringing 


Lethe old to perfection. Mutual communication here in- 


« forms every one, of ſomething of which he was igno- 
% rant; an agreement of ſentiments, animates and ſup- 


ports the execution of benevolence ſchemes; and a man 


% can ſpread the uſe of whatever he has diſcovered: 


„Walking may alſo be made an inſtructive as well as 


„c healthful recreation; by enabling you to examine, 
« with your own eyes, the eulture of our farms; to dif. 
* cern the errors our huſbandmen commit; and what 
«© defects ſtand moſt in need of a general correction. —— 

„ You are in the right, my dear Kliyogg, (IL replied.) 
4% J will pay obedience to your advice, and ſeize ever 
« gccaſion of performing my duty. From this moment 


<« Twill ſet myſelf to the taſk ; that I may feel the ſweet 


* conſciouſneſs of being a uleful member of ſociety, and 
"© regular in the practice of all its obligations; happy 
„„to be able, whenever it ſhall pleaſe heaven,- to quit 
* with ſatisfaction, a life ſpent in glorifying my Creator, 
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T may ſafely affirm, that the admonitions, and above 
all, the example of this worthy man, produced in me ſa- 
lutary effe&s.—Let it not be thought an extravagance 
of fancy, if I compare his wiſdom with that of Socrates ! 
The parallel would have been much more ſtriking, and 
virtue would have gained the admiration and honor. it 
deſerves ; had Kliyogg met with a Xenophon, whoſe 
energetic pen could have made the world properly ac- 
quainted with his character.. 1 1 

I am yet tempted to hope that this faint ſketch will 
not be abſolutely void of utility, if the features I have 
endeavored to mark, impreſs on the mind of my read- 
ers only a part of thoſe ſenſations I have experienced 
in contemplating the original. —Perhaps the deſcrip- 
tion I have given, may be an inducement to men of ſu- 
perior ſcience and abilities, ſometimes to turn their 
thoughts and obſervations- upon the lower claſs of peo- 
ple. Our knowledge of the various properties and 
faculties of the human ſoul might be more complete; 
and our ideas of happineſs, and true greatneſs of mind 
more certain and determined; “ nay, I apprehend the 
queſtion debated by the philoſophers of the preſent age, 
whether ſcience and literature have been more beneficial 
or injurious to ſociety, might again be reſumed with great 
benefit.— My Rural Socrates is to me a proof, that the 
human mind is capable, in all ſtations, of diſplay ing the 

| whole 


® This'enthor is not the firſt phjloſopher who has entered into ſuch ĩnveſ- 
tigations. There was a book publiſhed in 1756, nearly upon the ſame 
plan, intitled, The Moral Philoſopher, by Mr. Hoffman of Drefden ; with 
a copper-plate and this inſctiption: Johannes Ludeguig, agri ac vines cos 
lms, Philaſip bas, Mathematitas, Orator, Autodidaftns. Cofſebade prope 
Dre/dam, A. 1756, Atatis 41.— Ia the Journal Etranger, for Avguft, 
1758, p. 188, there js a curious extract from this work, F, _ 

Having preſented to the French tranſlator the life of Ludwig in Get- 
man, he remarked; that Ludwig had infſtruQed himſelf in various articles 
under great difficulties, but had done little which was original, Tbe opin- 
ion of any friend appears juſtified by the account given of Ludwig, in the 
firſt volume of the Engliſh Aonual Regiſter, beiog that for the year 175% 
See there p. 24). E. | | 


whole extent of its powers; that great talents are never 
loſt to ſociety in whatioe ver rank he who poſſeſſes them 


zs placed; and that the real grandeur of man conſiſts 


in acting conformably to the facultics beſtowed, The 
huſbandman, the artiſan, the ſcholar, the magiſtrate, ev- 
ry man according to his occupation, will find ſufficient 


opportunities for the exertion of theſe- faculties ; and 


will render - himſelf pleaſing to that Being, whoſe be- 
nevolent eye comprehends at once what is uſeful to the 
human race; provided he makes a good uſe of the talent 
he has received according to his ſtation. A wile 
and intelligent farmer may be as inſtrumental to 
the general proſperity, as the .moſt conſummate legiſ- 
lator. The influence of his example will inſenſibly op- 
erate upon his neighbors; good morals will prevail in 
the village to which he belongs, and from thence be 
ſpread amongſt thoſe adjacent; till, by degrees, the 
whole country will reap the benefit of. ſo excellent a mo- 
del. Such happineſs cannot eſcape the eyes of atten- 
tive ſtateſmen, who are deſirous to rectify errors in gov- 
ernment; and the utility will then become general. 

This conſideration has induced me to comply with 
the importuvitics of my friends, in communicating to 
the public, a work at firſt undertaken with the ſole view 
of ſtimulating ſbme of my countrymen to uſe their ut- 


_ moſt efforts for the re-eſtabliſhment of agriculture 


amongſt us ; and of pointing out the ſhorteſt way for 


the attainment of this laudable purpoſe. The inſtance 


before us proves the poſſibility of ſucceeding z and at 
the ſame time indicates the moſt efficacious means; that 
is to ſay, unremitting ardor and affiduity in labor; with 
a more preciſe and comprehenſive knowledge of the beſt 
methods of improvement. The firſt object requires a 
| reformation in the moral conduct of the pea- 
| the ſecond depends upon experiments and _ 
vmtions; | 
The ſtrongeſt incitements to indefatigable toil are 
either the pecuniary advantages ariſing from it; or hon- 
* orary 
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crary rewards beſtowed by the government and partic u- 
lar ſocieties. The deſire of public marks of diſtinction, 
is one of the moſt powerful ſprings that can influence 
human nature: and, in obſerving it act ſo univerſally 
on all men in all governments, how is it poſſible to 
miſtake the wife intention of the Creator, which ſeems 
ſtrongly to invite all legiſlators to employ it ?—Indeed, 
ſtateſmen of ſuperior abilities, in every age, have con- 
ſtantly availed themſelves of its efficacy. Ihe misfor- 
tune is, that they ate not always circumſpe ct and 
juſt, in the diſtribution of marks of honor; which 
occaſions the profligate and ignorant to confound 
the marks of honor with honor itſelf ; for ſince 
thoſe who have the leaſt pretenſions, frequently 
viurp them through intrigue, they inſenſibly loſe 
their value.—If nobility or knighthood always fur- 
niſhed living teſtimonials of ſervices rendered to a 
country, the appearance of a nobleman or a knight, 

would animate every heart with glorious emulation, to 
arrive at the {ame diſtinction by the fame path ! But on 
the contrary, when we behold men the moſt deſpicable 
attaining it, as well as the moſt eſtimable ; and that ti- 
tles of honor are often the reward of infamy and lewd- 
neſs ; all the effect will be to give riſe to bale intrigues, 
which alone will be ſure to obtain the prize, however 
unworthy the candidate.—l[n republican governments, 
to be choſen into the magiſtracy is an honorable diſtinc- 
tion: and happy is that ſtate where dignities are the aſ- 
fured recompenſe of virtue and merit! There all things 
flouriſh ; and every citizen is animated with zeal for 
the public, fince that alone can render him an object of 
eſteem. There the firſt leſſon of infancy is, that probi- 
ty, talents, and application, procure conſideration, 
and conduct to honors.——But all is loſt in a nation, 
where honors are laviſhed on idleneſs, intemperance, 
and a thouſand other vices ! All that is good becomes 
extinct; the moſt important affairs are confided to baſe 


and inactive men, and become neglected ; emulation 
I, vaniſhes ; 
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vaniſhes ; and a mean, ſervile conduct is the only meth» 
od employed to- obtain ſucceſs. 


— — — — — 
SECTION III. 


Of the Projeds for the advancement of Aopriculture, ts 
which Kliyopg gave-riſe in the canton of Zurich. 


THE fallowing * is an account of what paſſed at a 
meeting of peaſanis at Zurich, choſen from the beſt far- 
mers of the canton, in conlequence of an invitation 
from the Philoſophical Society. I endeavor to catch 
every particular of the life of our good Kliyogg, which 
tends to inſtruct and intereſt ; though I fear that the 
more Mis worthy man mixes in our city, and the more 
he frequents a certain ſtile of company, the more difſſi- 
cult will it be to diſtieguiſh in him what is his own, 
from wat is borrowed. What ſeems hitherto moſt to 
have diſtinguiſhed our country philoſopher, is his riſing 
to the ſublime heights of philoſophy, by the ſole force 
of his own genius and reflection ; unaſſiſted by books or 
the converſation of the learned. 

My deſcriptions of Kliyogg had put the finiſhing ſtroke: 
in Zurich, to the intereſt taken in his character. Every 
one now wiſhed to ſee him, and to hear him converſe : 
ſome, becauſe they felt warmly in his favor; and oth- 
ers, from the hope of an opportunity of being able to de- 
tea errors in my relation concerning him. The lat: 
could neither comprehend nor reliſh the fact, that a 
fimple villager ſhould be wiler and better informed, 
than many of our magiſtrates, clergy, men of letters, 
and. wealthy merchants. They maintained with vehe- 


mence every where, that ſuch a character could not ex- 
it, The 


* The firſt part of this. ſeQion is exttacted from a letter written by 
Dr, Hirzel to the French tranſlator, 1 I, 176,3; for the purpoſe of 
being inferted in the Supplement to the frcond French edition of the Ra- 
nal Sorrales, E. 
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The deſire of meeting with Kliyogg, therefore, be- 
came general. When it was found with what frank- 
neſs and good ſenſe he ſpoke, envy itſelf was conſtrain- 
ed to do him juitice, and men of ſenſe and virtue gave 
him their friendſhip. The wiſeſt and beſt inſtructed of 
our magiſtrates did not diſdain to converſe with him reſ- 
pecting the improvement of agriculture and many 
ſubjects of civil government. —I had now an opportuni- 
ty of admiring his wonderful ſagacity, and how deeply 
he had advanced in the art of penetrating into charac- 
ters. He ſeized in a moment the diſtinctive qualities 
of each perſon ; and in his different conferences ſoon 
found whether the notice paid him was owing to curi- 
oſity, to a love for truth, to vanity, or to a turn for 
contradictien. He ſaw at the ſame time, with the high- 
elt ſatisfaction, that his reaſonings did not fail to make 
impreſſion ; and that he gained ſufficient influence to in- 
duce him to hope, that he might be uſeful. No other 
motive was now neceſſary to engage him to continue 
frequently to viſit thoſe, whole diſpoſitions inclined 
them to reliſh, and whoſe ſituation enabled them to af. 
fift, the plans for the public good, which he wiſhed to 
{ce executed. 


 Kliyogg had it particularly at heart to perſuade the 
peaſants of his community to conſent to incloſing their 
common paſture ; which is an exten{ivetract of land, very 
{wampy and wet, and in its preſent ſtate, of {mall ad- 
vantage; but, in his opinion, when incloſed, capable of 
furniſhing every farmer with food for a much greater 
number of cattle, and of augmenting manure in the 
Game proportion, ſo material to good culture. 
Kliyogg was ſenſible that the Philoſophical Society 
was occupied with views congenial to his own, and ani- 
mated with the ſame zeal. He came often to its aſſem- 
blies, and communicated his ideas on the methods to be 
purſued, in caſe they deſired that agriculture ſhould flour- 
ih.—He above all recommended their extending their 
| complaiſanc* 
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complaiſance ſo far as to hear the opinion of the peaſants 
from their own mouths, and regularly to confer with 
them. * It can only be by theſe conferences (ſaid he) 
that you will ever form juſt ideas of the ſtate of our 
© agriculture ; determine the preciſe poſition our cul- 
s tivators have reached; and aſcertainthe cauſes which 
have prevented their farther progreſs. Theſe marks 
„of conſideration for their ſtation and underſtanding, 
will engage their attention, and excite a ſpirit of acti- 
vity to make reflections and obſervations on the vari- 
s ous parts of huſbandry. By placing a confidence in 
| e then, you will gain theirs ; and they will Fall- Int 
| © fibly into your opinion, when once they are perſuaded 
© that it is not from authority, but conviction, that 
«© you wiſh them to purſue new tracks.—You fre- 
« quently reaſon upon what concerns our profeſſion 3 
<« will you permit me, gentlemen, to bring ſome of my 
«© brethren to reaſon in their turn before you upon ſub- 
c jets with which they likewiſe are acquainted. The 
% farmer imagines that he is better informed than your- 
<< ſelves,in matters which concern him; and you muſt be 
careful not to oppoſe this opinion. You ſhould rather 
c flatter him; and leave him to ſuppoſe that you have a 
ce high idea of his capacity, if you mean to excite his 
© emulation and incline lim to ſeek inſtruction.“ 
Perceiving us pleaſed with his diſcourſe, he adviſed 
us to chooſe ſome ſubje proper for the inveſtigation of 
peaſants, and then to requeſt their thoughts upon it.— 
| He recommended, as a firſt eſſay, the queſtion con- 
| cerning dry fences for incloſures, which he apprehends 
to be carried to a hurtful exceſs in our cantons; conceĩv- 
| ing many of them not only uſeleſs, but injurious to the 
| fertility of land; and that the dead fences with pali- 
fades rob the foreſts of a great deal of wood, and the la- 
borer of a great deal of time which might be more pro- 
fitably employed. . bald | 
The Society could not but appland this propoſition -. 
of our philoſopher, But ſome amongſt them had too 
WE | indifferent. 
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indifferent an opinion of the unpoliſhed manners and 
underſtanding of countrymen, to expect any thing from 
ſuch a conference beſides confuſion and diſorder. It 
appeared to them that the modeſt part of the peaſants 
would be too timid, to venture to expreſs their ſenti- 
ments with treedom in a public aſſembly; whilſt the 
bold would fall into rude and voity diiputes, effording 
neither information nor advantages; and they thought 
that every pealant was neceſſarily included in one or 
other of theſe characters. 


This way of thinking led to a re ſolution of requeſt- 
ing the farmers to ſend us their ſemiments in writing - 
upon particular queſtions in agriculture ; and to excite 
their emulation by prizes, We agreed that theſe queſ- 
tions ſhould be regularly circulated twice a year, com- 
mencing with that recommended by k liyogg concerning 
fences or incloſures, It was ſtated in this manner. 

Query 1. In what caſes are fences neceſſary ? and in 
what circumſtances may they be omitted as ſuperfluous 
or detrimental ? 

2. Where fences are agreed to be detrimental, by 
what method, more eligible, can land be protect. 
ed? 

3. Where fences are judged neceſſary, in what man- 
ner may they be rendered the moſt uſeful, according to 
different circumſtances ; or at leaſt be attended with the 
feweſt ill conſequences *? ? 

We received, before the time limited, ſixteen differ- 
ent memorials : the ſolidity, perſpicuity, and regularity 
of the arguments, raiſed our utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 


Kliyogg only was not thoroughly ſatisfied, © This 


© appears excellent to thoſe who underſtand good wri- 
te ting, ſays he; but it often happer's that our beſt huſ- 
% bandmen are leaſt {kilf] in ſtile.” Our philoſopher 
himſelf indeed is a ſtrong proof of this. He returned 
therefore ſeveral times to the charge,—and at length 
prevailed 
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prevaſled with the Society to conſent to a perſonal con- 
ference with a ſelect number of peaſants. 

They gave Kliyogg an invitation in form for ſuch as 
he pointed out; and many of our members undertook 
to invite, on their part, the moſt ſenſihle farmers of their 
acquaintance. — The 15th of March 1763, was the day 
appointed; and fificen peaſants, from different diſtricts 
of the canton of Zurich, appeared in the aſſembly. 

The treaſurer, Mr. Heidegger, a wife magiſtrate, 
zealous in promoting every thing that tends ta the good 
of his country, opened the conference by a diſcourſe 
truly pathetic. Co 

He exhorted the peaſants to anſwer with manly frank- 
neſs and ingenuouſueſs, the queſtions to be propoſed to 
them; and confined hisenquiries principally to the three 
queſtions before ſtated. 

An unexpected affair requiring the attendance of the 
treaſurer, I was appointed his deputy. | 

My aſtoniſhment aud that of the Society in general 
{{everal of whom ſccondcg me with pleaſure) was ex- 
treme, when we heard the greater part of the peaſants, 
each in his tarn, deſcribe, with order and preci- 
Gon, the courle of huſbandry in his part of the cantan ; 
compute the adyantages and the defects ; and propoſe 
the methods he thought molt likely to rectify the latter. 
Not one tranſgreſſed the bounds of decency preſcribed : 
they ſpake alternately, without interrupting each other; 
and without the leaſt ſymptom of animoſity or.confuſion. 
When their opinions were divided, they objected with 
modeſty, and ſupported them by inftances drawn from 
their own experience. If any of them departed from 
his ſubject, the reſt {oon brought him back by a cloſe 
queſtion relative to the point they were diſcuſſing. 


I hail not ſay any thing of the reſult of this confer- 
ence, as the Society has given the public an abſtract of 
three prize memurials on the queſtion concerning the 
uſe of inclaſures; and intends publiſhing an abridge; 

megt 
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ment of all which was collected at this intereſting con- 
ference, proper to ſerve for inſtruction to other huſ- 
bandmen.—l ſhall content myſelf with declaring that we 
were ſingularly edified, as much by the decent beha- 
viour of theſe honeſt people, as by their intelligence and 
zeal for the public good. It is amazing with what fa- 
cility, ctearneſs, and energy they expreſſed their con- 
ceptions, when we conſider how very rarely we meet 
with the like in men whoſe genius has been cultivated 
from their cradle! Upon the whole, I may venture to 
afſert, that this conference did honor to human yature ; 
and has indiſputably convinced us, that a good under- 
ſtanding and an vpright heart are not excluded from 
any condition of life; and that true dignity is no more 
foreign to ſimple villagers, than to the moſt elevated 
ranks. 

With a' heart affectec with what I had ſeen and 
heard, I could not forbear expreſſing to the aſſembly the 
feelings with which I was agitated. —*<* I have never in 
© my life experienced (ſaid I) a ſatisfaction equal to 
*« what I am ſenſible of at this agreeable moment; when 
*© 1 behold men of worth in the city and the country 
«© unite their common endeavors for the public bene 
*© fit! And you my friends from the country muſt now 
be convinced that all our views center in the diſcoy- 
very of ſuch methods as may tend to augment the proi- 


{© perity of our republic, by giving freſh vigor to the 


* induſtry and activity ofour Ieborers, and endeavoring 
* to inſtruct them in the moſt certain rules for culti- 
© yating and improving, the fertility of the ſoil. To 
«© procure intelligence, we read diſſertations from al 
parts of the globe, compoled by men of talents and 
{© likely to inſtruct us by their experience. 'Thoſe 
© of us whoſe ſituation will allow it, in order to be mor 
4 ſure, confirm this by trials of their own. I ſee, my 
e good friends, you are anin. ted with the ſame zea), 
and I expect the moſt happy effects will attend your 
country frem t; for, in reality, it is on you 4 
* ths 
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te the ſucceſs of all our enquiries depends. All out 
« {peculations will be fruitleſs, if you are dilatoty in 
© performing your part; and if, convinced as you are of, 
© the integrity of our intentions, you delay to execute the 
© plans we recommend, It depends on your endeavors 
© to render this a happy and flouriſhing country. Your 
„ virtues, your candor, are ſure guarantees of your 
„ acquielcence : you will then have a juſt right to the 
* glorious title of benefactors to your country's; you 
& will thea demon{trate that the occupation of a hubs © 
& band nan, js, in its conſequences, the moſt important 
« and honorable of all that are exerciled in civil focie- 
«ty ; and, at the ſime time, the moſt agreeable and 
4e ſatis factory to fulfil, What can be more pleaſing 
© than a perpetual contemplation of the works of the 
„Creator; breathing a pure aud fice air; confirming 
© the health of the body by excrciſe and labor; and be- 
holding a happy fertility, the reward of care and dil- 
e igence ? What employment can be more eaſy to ful- 
4 fil than thit, where the greater part of the ſucceſs de- 
© pends on a man's own conduct? How much more 
te unfortunate in this reſpect are we, who ſpend muck 
© time and care before we can rerder our ideas aecept- 
© able to others? And what a number of efforts muſt 
te be made, and obſtacles be ſurmounted, before we 
*© can introduce them into practice, or reap the leaſt ad- 


vantage from our esertions? Continue then, my 


friends, to ſecond us with all your might; give vs 
* your confidence and friendſhip. You ſhall ſee us, In 
sour turn, do every thing in our power to convince you - 
tc of our ſincere regard; and to render of general ule 
© the maxims we have learned from books, from expe» 


e riments, and from your converſation. May is 


te union of intereſts procure our country all thoſe bleſ- 
te ſings which there is reaſon to expect from it.” —I had 
the ſatis faction n finiſhing my diſcourle, to obſerve ſome 
emotions in the countenance of my auditors, expreſſive 
of their approbation. - 
. The 
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The Society, as a teſtimony of regard and good will 
to their gueſts, had provided a dinner; where there 
was ſo general an appearance of cordiality and kind- 
neſs, that the conel uſion of the day was not leſs affect- 
ing to a well wiſher to mankind, than the beginning. 
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THE Philoſophical Society having diſcovered, that 
Eſſays written by perſons abt engaged in practical agricul- 
ture, had little comparative weight with the peaſantry; 
propoſed (as has been related) Annual prize queſtions, 
to which the peaſants replied in writing. * At the 
end of the year, the information contained in the papers 
of the peaſants was extracted; and recommended 
with the more confidence to the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, as it had been ſuggeſted by ſome of their com- 
rades. „ 1 | 
The firſt object propoſed for diſcuſſion regarded the 
care of foreſls, The increaſing conſumption of wood 
from the progreſs of luxury and manufactures and from 
an augmented population, joined to the decreaſe of the 
foreſts, made this a neceſſary ſubject of attention; and 
yet it had wholly been negle&ed by the peaſantry, who 
even thought it ridiculous in any caſe to plant wood. 
The prize queſtions which were firſt propoſed in 1763, 


and continued in 1764, reſpected the ſowing, the care, the 


Ia the ſecond volume of the French edition of the Rural Socrates, 4 
letter is inſerted dated 24 Sept. 1774 3 and written by Dr. Hirze), to the 
Baron de Tchoudi, an officer in the French ſervice, and author of an Eſ- 
ſay on Re/inous and cone bearing trees and of other performances. It chiefly 
regards the improvements in the canton of Zurich which reſulted from 
the hint forniſhed by the conference between the Philoſophical Society of 
Zurich and certain peaſants of the canton; a conference, as we have ſeen, 
firſt propoſed by Kliyogg.— From this letter, the following part of the 
above ſection of this woik is extracted and tra; ſlated, 

Mr. Youny*+ tranſlator from this period of our work will no more be 


heard of, except in ou: e E. 
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cutting, and the employment of wood. The anſwers 
aſtoniſhed the propoſers; and proved the important truth, 
that ſound reaſon well directed can never mils the truth, 
Profeſſor Uſteri, digeſted the whole into a body of in- 
ſtructions, which were approved even among the Ger- 
mans, with whom the art of the Foreſter has approach- 
ed the moſt towards perfection. Among. theſe papers, 
the beſt was the work of a cooper ; ; whole buſineſs often 
led him into the woods. It was ſo well drawn up, that 
it needed no alteration to fit it for the preſs; and the 
author of it in conſequence, was made the director of a 
conſiderable wood. At the ſame time, commiſſioners 
were appointed to take care of the foreſts. — The prin- 
ciples upon this ſubject thus becoming more generally 
known, the Society was encouraged to proceed far- 
ther. 

It vas now determined to diſcuſs every branch of ru- 
ral economy, in order to arrive at a ſyſtematic ſet of 
inſtructions for the country ';—and the next topic pro- 
poled, regarded the means of preparing, aſſembling and 
multiplying manures, compolts, &c. 

This was the more natural, as the peaſantry. were 
already convinced of the neceſlity of attention on this 
head, according to-the maxim prevailing among them, 
that manure is better than contrivance ; | Mifl ift iiber 
lifk ; mieux vaut fumier que fineſſe ;] and much had 
been done on this ſubject, eſpecially for the increaſe of 
liquid manure mare. ]—lIt was alſo neceſſary to attack 
the cuſtom of turning out beaſts into fallows, as alſo 
into ſtubble, after harveſt ;. a ſort of commonage 


called droit de parcours; which diminiſbed the quan- 


tity of dung in the ſeaſon of the year, when it was beſt 
in quantity and kind, and when the fermentation was 
moſt favored by the heat of the ſeaſon ; ; and injured al- 
ſo the turn for improvement, by checking the cultiva- 
tor in the free diſpoſition of his land. —This new expe- 
riment was equally ſucceſsful with the former : many 
ſyſtematic thinkers were found among the peaſantry, 
and 
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and the ſpecies of cemmonage above-mentioned y was 
finally aboliſhed. 

The following year the ſubject of the Society's prize 
was the employment of the manure of the farm-yord ; 
for as it was eſtabliſhed in the diſcuſſions of the preced- 
ing year, that there were different ſpecies of manure, 
the examination now was, how beſt to apply each of 
them; both as to the object of culture, and the ſpecies 
of foil. More information was obtained on this head 
than was expected ; and the memoir of Captain Tog- 
guenburguer of Martelen, an experienced and intelli- 
gent cultivator, was printed without any change being 
made in it.— In the reſult, the peaſantry received here 
again much inſtruction, It was even found profitable 
to manure leſs land, provided it was done upon a better 
ſyſtem ; for the manure ought to be ſo laid, as to increaſe 
the future means of manuring, by augmenting the 
quantity both of forage for cattle and of ſtraw. 

Theſe ſucceſſes led to another object ſtHl more diffi- 
cult and almoſt unknown in the country; namely, the 
mixture of different earths, and the deciſion of the ſpe- 
cies of culture called for by each ſoil.—lIt is true that in 
a little diſtri& of the canton named Lagerberg, they 
had known from time immemorial, the uſe of a marley 
potters-clay | glaiſe marreuſe] for improving clover, to 
the great benefit of their cattle. Gravel alſo had been 
applied to clay; though it was pretended that this was 
to enrich the fathers at the expence of the children. 
In the vineyards alſo on the ſides of the hills, the culti- 
vator when replacing the earth loſt by waſhings from 
the rain, incidentally found benefit from the new earth 
which he brought to his old foil. —But ſtil the ſubject 
was imperfectly handled and purſued; and ſoils were 
not yet known by their oppo/itions to each other ; though 
Hence was to be drawn the grand rule for their being 
mixed. 

The Society had next to inquire into the ſtate of the 
implements of agriculture uſed by the peaſantry; and 

here 
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here again its hopes were equally gratified by the us: 
A man was diſcovered who could prepare woud 
ploughs, which united durability with lightneſs, x 
permitted the plonghing of heavy lands with light ma- 
chinery. 'TheSocicty had alſo the opportunity of inform- 
ing the peaſantry, when they ſhould cultivate with. the 
plough, when with the bade, the pick ane, ar the hoe 
with rwe branches, | 

In the two laſt years, the notice of the cultivators 
was turned to the watering and draiming of lands; two 
branches, in which the canton of Berne was far more 
advanced than that of Zurich. The abſtract of what 
was written on this ſubject is to be ſeen in the paper of 
inſtructions drawn up ** Mr. Br unner, ea to the 
3 

Theſe inſtructions were ſent at the expence of the Socis 
ety to all the pariſhes m the canton; and the clergy were 
deſired to promote attention to them; and in particular, 
to get them placed in every /chool room, that young 
perſons might acquire right ideas &s early as poſſible,— 
Every day pleaſing proofs offered of the ſalutary ſpirit 
which was excited by this means among cultivators, 

S; | „ B#-1 : 

But the ſecond plan for drawing the attention of the 
cultivators to what concerned them, was ſtill purſued ; 
namely, that of the folemn conferences which have 
been above deſcribed. Care however was taken to 


make the ſubject of them differ from that of the annual 


prize · queſtions. If the conference in this caſe had pre- 
ceded the prize-queſtion, the peaſant would have been 

anticipated in his own inquiries, and the object of ex- 

citing his own meditations might have been fruſtrated ; 

and if it had followed the diſcuſſion of the prize queſtion, 

mortification and other inconyeniences would have oc- 
unn to many of thee. 


It 


* 
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It was farther perpeived, that the views of promot- 
ing the agriculture of the canton of Zurich couid not 
be fully attained without an exact kuowledge of the 
actual circumitances of the country, as regarding rural 
economy. Dr. Hirzel therefore preſented to the Socie - 
ty in 1761, a plan of fables for each village. Different 


columns were appropriated to the regiſter of the hou- 


ſes, hearths, families, married men, widowers, unmar- 
ried males, (whether above or below the age of puber- 
ty,) abſent men, and (ants ; alſo of the married wo- 
men, widows, unmarried females, (whether marriage- 
ble or otherwiſe,) abſent women, and female ſervants z 
and laſt of all the ſum total of the perſons compoſing the 
family, with the profeſſion or trade followed by each 
family. Another column exhibited the profeſſion or 
ſpecies of manufactures which the family purſued. Five 
other columns were provided for arranging the land 
under one of the five kinds of landed property; vame- 
ly meadows, fields for grain, vineyards, paſtures, and 
woods. —Afterwards came twelve columns for noticin 

reſpectively the number of oxen, cows, aud young cat- 


tle ; horſes, mares, and colts ; hogs, ſheep, and goats; 
geele, fowls, and pigeons ; and laſtly another for bee- 


hives.—Hence an idea was obtained of the population, 
the different properties, and the different means of ſub= 
ſiſtence of the different villages.—Above each column 


a memorandum was placed, inviting information in 


writing concerning the quality of the houſes and land, 
their value or produce; as alſo concerning the ſprings 
rivers, and canals ; and likewiſe reſpecting the precau- 


tions taken with reſpect to fire and other objects of po- 


lice. An extract of the marriages, births, and deaths 
from old regiſters being added, a compariſon was made 
eaſy with thoſe of the preſent time. By theſe means the 
Society bas ſince obtained accurate intelligence reſpect- 
ing the country. Wherever there were difhculties 
attending this intelligence the peaſantry were called 
upon to explain them. 
| Conferences 


| 
| 
| 
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Conferences were alſo held wit ſome of the culti- 
vators, on the ſubject of the advantages and defects of 
the rural economy in their ſe vral neighborhoods. 
Theſe conferences were attended by ſome of the chiefs 
of the government, by ny, clergy, military perfons, 
literary men, merchants, d paw oe At every new 
conference, the aſſiſtants e more numerous than at 
the preceding ones; and e peaſants were always 
fatisfied and tent away in v reipe& or other im- 
proved. | 

By theſe different means, the pe lants became more 
and more proud of their profeſſion, and more and more 
attentive to its principles. Whole communities joined 
together to get rid of the droit de parcours (or particu- 
lar right of commonage above noticed.) Others agreed 
to divide their common paſtures in marſhy places, con- 
verting them into meadows, or plantations of willow 
[which ſays the French editor are ſometimes as profita- 
ble as the beſt meadows, in countries where ſtraw is 
ſcarce. j—Others again advanced in the care of their 
woods ; in working up their zurf ; or in diſcovering 
marle pits, or other matter proper for dreſſing the land. 

Economical or Agricultural Societies were formed in 
many places; and many talents called to light, which 
have been directed to objects highly important. 
Premiumt have been ſuperadded in favor of thoſe 
who have found out methods for employing the poor, 
. to the advantage of the individual and of the communi- 
ty; as by improving the common paſtures, keeping 
in order the common woods, preventing the ravages 
of torrents, and making roads, &c. 

Many humane perſons have alſo joined in ſubſcrip- 
tions for aſſiſting ſuch poor laborers as wanted capital, 
which was to be diſtributed by a committee of the Soci- 
ety ; and the bailiffs [or chiefs] of the villages and 
the curates were invited to give advice as to the diſtri- 
but ion.— Two pieces of land, which together did not 
contain 18,000 ſquare feet (or not a ſquare of 45 yards) 

ang 
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” and which were deemed entirely barren, have been 


fertilized by help of this ſort without the aid of any 
cattle, ſo as to ſupport a whole family ; and with the 
help of a little work at a manufacture, ſomething was 
even ſaved. Other inſtances occurred of ſervices 
equally conſiderable and intereſting. 

The Society ' alſo had recourſe to a new method of 
advancing. agricullure. A pealant who with great aſſi- 
duity had cultivated a ſmall property upon the old ſyſ- 
tem, was engaged to work it under the directions: of 
the Society upon the new ſyſtems. He was ordered 
therefore to keep his cattle conſtantly in the ſtable, 
and put their manure on his wheat land and meadows ; 
glving to his vines earth drawn from a marſhy mea- 
dow and afterwards expoſed to the influence of the 
weather. The marſhy ſpot of meadow was itſelf plant- 
ed with willow ; whoſe produce farther ſenſibly aug- 
mented the dung-heap. The paſture was converted 
into fields, of which a third part was put into clover in 
fucceſlion for the ſummer feed of the cattle, who were 


ſhut out even from the wood. In the moſt diſtant . 


field, a reſer voir for liquid manure was placed; into 
which water was led from a neighboring ſpring. Eighty 
beds of ten feet ſquare each which were ranged in a 
line along a narrow lip of land were devoted to varied 
experiments upon grains and forage of different kinds.— 
The proprictor who had before kept only two head of 
cattle; in the fourth year was enabled to keep three; 
his wheat was doubled; his whole land became more 
fertile and was more eaſily worked ; and his vines 
had ſuffered no detriment, though had it been otherwiſe 
his other advantages would have richly compenſated 
for it. The agricultural experiments in the mean time 
gave knowledge to the canton as to ſeveral articles of 
culture. ; 

A few years ſince the Society received from the can- 
ton a landed property, as a donation to be applied to 
the object of experiments, 

4 A 
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A part of this land has been devoted to the forma- 
tion of a botanical garden, in which every year are ſeen 
2000 different plants, of which ſome are extremely 
rare ; and this garden was placed under the care of Dr. 


Locker. 


All theſe different operations of the Philoſophical 
Society, let it be repeated, are the conſequence of its firſt 
connection with Kliyogg. Thus the virtues of private 
life may extend their influence to the whole of human 
ſociety ; juſt as an oak by its acorns may ſurround it- 
{elf with other oaks, which acting in like manner, the 
original oak becomes attended by a majeſtic foreſt ,* 


The French editor in a note, informs ns of a clergyman of the name 
of Colombel, who every year provided diff:rent prizes for his pariſhion - 
ers, of which the Agricultural Sociery of Alencor had the diſtribotion.— 
He relates alſo, tht M. de la Perrier®, an ancielſt » oſketeer of the King 
of France, gave a feſtival yearly ; to which thoſe only were ad mitted, who 
had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their exettions and ſucceſs in agricultute. 
Agricultural coacerns formed the ſubject of a conference upon this occaſion, 
and the pre- eminenee of thoſe who had done molt in the year was decid- 
ed by a tribunal. The pariſh of Cepede, in the old duchy of Aguillon, 
is faid by this means to have become the beſt cultivated of any in its 
neighborhood, l a 8 

It is affir ned in a French publication, that in Alſace they have ſuc- 
eeeded in raiſing ſome of the fineſt vegetables in Europe; owing to the 
magiſtrates at Straſburg giving a ſmall gratification to thoſe bringing to 
market the fineſt beet, cahbage, &c. F 

Gardening and fruit trees furniſh ſubjects which might properly fall 
within the o jedts of a /efurer in apricultare, Premiums alſo may 
given to thoſe making known new fruits and new garden vegetables, 
with the various uſes to which they may be pplied. In many parts of 


' the northern world, vegetables as the companions of animal food are in 


various inſtances of very modern date, The advantages of the man- 
goult (man's-gvld) of the Germans and Swiſs, an agreeable and produce 
tive kind of beet, are fill unheard of in different countries, where this 
plant would ſucceed, E. 
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PART 'THE SECOND“. 


SECTION TL. 


Queries reſpeching Kliyogg, with their Anſwer, 


1 AM aſked, F Kliyogy is not the objed of the 
malignant jealouſy of his neighbors ? If their attacks have 
not excited in him anger and a deſire of revenge ? And 
in what manner he governs himſelf in this caſe ? 

It is not to be doubted, that Kliyogg is expoſed to the 
envy and malice of his brethren. He has merit, and 
what perſon with merit is free from this True merit 
is a peypetual ſatire on thoſe who are deſtitute of it ; and 
the more palpable is this ſatire, the leſs eaſily it is ſup- 

ported. I would therefore recommend to every friend 
of mankind, who travels in order to diſcover the men 
of merit of different nations, to frequent thoſe places 
where the idle reſort in order to ſhew their talents by 
criticiſing their countrymen ; and if afterwards he ſeeks 
the 
" N 


* This part of our compilation conſiſts of materials found in the French, 
und not in the Engliſh tt inſlation.— It is miſcellaneous in its nature. 


+ Theſe are queries from Dr. Hiilchoff, Paſtor st Amſterdam, to Dr. 
Hitzel, who gives the anſwers, 
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the acquaintance of thoſe who have been moſt cenſur« 
ed there, it will be ſingular, if he does not find among 
them perſons the moſt remarkable for their merit and 
talents. 

The neighbors of our philoſopher ſeek to ridicule 


him as a ſingular man, who always endeavors to be wi- 


ſer than other perſons. —One exclaims, that he deſtroys 
his woods, in order to augment his manure with the 
ſpoils of his firs and pines. Another pretends, that he 
ruins his poſterity, by uſing a mixture of different ſoils ; 
or by exhauſting his arable lands and depriving them of 
their juices. Others wiſh to make him paſs for a vain 
and worldly man, little occupied with his Creator, and 
truſting only to his own efforts; though in fact he only 
regards labor as the ſureſt means of obtaining the divine 
bleſſing. Others again make him a flatterer, who inſi- 

nuates himſelf into the favor of men in place, in order 
to depreſs his neighbors; though the only uſe which he 
has made of the acceſs which the ſublime ſimplicity of 
his character procures him among the moſt reſpected 
and beſt intentioned members of our government, has 

been, to acquaint them with the true ſtate of what hap- 
pens in the country, and to lead them to favor the in- 
duſtrious cultivator. Others, in ſhort, laugh at all of 
his enterprizes which vary from the common courſe; 
and leave nothing undone which envy and malice can 

ſuggeſt, in order to diſtract or injure him.—He, on the 

other hand, always tranquil in the midſt of their in- 

trigues, proceeds i in his courſe ; and oppoſes nothing to 
his enemies but the fruits of his labors ; ; rich harveſts-; 

children, who are well brought up, and on whole coun- 


tenances are to be obſerved the ſigns of an internal 


tranquillity and content, and whoſe obedience and alert- 
neſs in their labors every day increaſes his happineſs ; 
and laſtly, the diſtinguiſhed favor of our government. 

I have never properly diſcovered him in anger: much 
leſs have I remarked in him the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to 
reſentment. I have ſeen him in the diſputes between 

| | one 
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one pariſh and another (where great vehemence is uſu · 
al) employing only a frank, ſimple, and moſt accurate 
ſtatement of facts, in oppoſition to the heat of the ad- 
verſe party; and more than once, I have obſer ved him 
ſeizing with a kind of enthuſiaſm, the means of procur- 
ing accels to his patrons for thoſe, who envied and op- 
poſed him; ſeeking to regain their good will by marks 
of the moſt unequivocal friendſhip and by ſervices the 
moſt important. —Such proceedings are exceedingly 
rare in the inhabitants of the country. I notice care- 
fully every occurrence which can make me acquainted 
with this claſs of people; and I am every day more and 
more confirmed in the perſuaſion, that genius is as com- 
mon in this claſs, as in any other whatſoever ; but that 
generoſity and diſintereſtedneſs are of all their natural 


qualities, thoſe which develope themſelves the leaſt®.; 
a | the 


The French tranſlator cites here two memorable exceptions, | 
One is taken from the Marquis de Mirabeau, who gives the followi 
relation in the Ephemerides du Citoyen for 116g, The farmers and vale 
« ſals of M. de Kergroadez (in the dioceſe of Leon, in France) learning 
e that he deſigned to ſell his eſtate, aſſembled and deputed to him ſome of 
« their chiefs, to requeſt that be would not ſell them to any in the admin» 

« i ration of the finances, and to know in what they had offended him.” 

My friends, ſaid he with emotion, the meaſure is neceſſary from the de- 
ranged ſtate of my affairs ; I can no longer live in my uſual ſtyle; and T 
muſt ſell, that I may at leaſt leave a wreck of my fortune to my children, — 
Your children, replied the old men, cannot be in better hands than outs; 
but as we know that they ought not to owe their ſubſiſtence to us, and our 
only wiſh is to reinſtate the family, condeſcend to introſt your affairs to 
vs, What is the amount of your debts, for they belong to us all ?-Your 


kindneſs penetrates me, he replied; but I owe above (. I z, ooo ſterling, and 


I muſt of neceſlity quit you, — The deputies retired with this information; 
thanking him, and promifiong him a ſpeedy anſwer, In effect, after ſome 
time they returned with the C. 1 2,000, and figned a contract with him, of 
which the winute ſtill ſubſiſts; leaving him half his income to ſupport 
him according to his rank, and providing for their reimburſement in for. 
ty years ; and to conclude all, they preſented him with eight carriage hor- 
ſes, that, in their own phraſe, his lady might go io church in @ proper man- 
wer 

he ſecond anecdote reſpects the generoſity and delicacy of an old An- 
abaptiſt of the country of Waldeck : It ix often recited, In the * I 709» 
: | E 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the peaſant being too ſeldom in a ſituation to exercife 
them. Limitted generally to the ſingle care of procur- 
ing his ſubſiſtence, he ſees and habitually meets in oth- 
ers fearcely any thing beſides attempts, in one ſhape or 
other, to deprive him of the fruits of his labor. —Bat as 
to Kliyogg, we know how capable he is of raiſing him- 
ſelf above his fellows ; and that friendſhip, condeſcen- 
ſion, and forgiveneſs of injuries, are each as natural to 
him, as his aſtoniſhing activity in his ruſtic labors ; and 
theſe are the virtues which not only preſerve him in a 
- conſtant ſtate oftranquillity and content, which nothing 
can alter, but which manifeſt themſelves in the divine 
character of his countenance, Ars 

have lately made him a viſit in company with Baron 
Rudbeck and the learned M. de Biornſtal, two Swediſh 
travellers of merit, whoſe obſerving eye ſuffers nothing 
to eſcape them, which can intereſt humanity, ###%, We 


found Kliyogg juſt returned from a fatiguing journey, 


having that moment taken his ſeat at the dinner- 
table. He roſe immediately to receive us; and, much 
as he ſtood in need of reſt and refreſhment, it was in 
vain that we uſed every poſſible intreaty to oblige him 
to finiſh his repaſt. He entertained us with a thouſand 
intereſting things, conducted us into his fields, and ſhew- 
ed us the improvements which then occupied him. At 
; our 


M. de Stadler, aid de camp to the count de Stainville, having orders to 
ſearch for fields of grain where the horſes of his general might forage ; 
met an Anabaptiſt, whom he enjoined to conduct him to ſuch fields. — The 
good man endeavored to excuſe himſelf, with a degree of calmneſs equal- 
„ removed from infolence and from feat; but being conftrained, he de- 
fired VL de Stadler to follow him, They had proceeded through a wood 
a conſiderable way, when M. de Stadler found that they had paſſed a 
number of fields of grain, of which the Anabaptifſt had taken no notice. 
When he aſked the reaſon, the old man ſtill advancing, faid, © the other 
« fields do not belong to me, but this does; ſend therefore mowers, and 
tell me the quantity of forage you want.” The French trauflator, adds, 
zeſpecting the Anabaptiſts, that a perſon, who had been for fifty years at 
the head of the magiſtracy of Amſterdam, aſſured him, that during the 
whole of that time, he had newer found one ſerious accuſation in the public 


if ters againft an Anabaptiſt, 
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our return, he gave us a country collation, and ft was 
with difficulty that we prevented him from re- conduct- 
ing us to Zurich. This trait will ſhew you, to what a 
point cordiality and courteſy have become ingrafted in- 
to his character, 

», 

I am next queſtioned, as to the manner in which Mi- 
yogg employs his long evenings in winter © Whether he 
reads ; and particularly whether he reads the bible, 
pſalms, and catechiſm ? whether he is given to philoſo- 
phical meditations ? whether the events, manners, and 
cuſtoms of mankind, as alſo the occupations and amule- 
ments of other claſſes in life beſides his own, intereſt 
him! 

To all this J anſwer plainly and ſimply in one word, 
No. The philoſophy of Kliyogg is entirely bounded to 
that ſphere, in which Providence has placed him. Deſ- 
tined to be a huſbandman, he thinks that his only voca- 
tion lies in cultivating his land, in ſupporting himſelf 
and family out of the produce of his labor, and in mak- 
ing this his true happineſs, (which is no other than 
content.) In this, all the facalties of his mind are em- 
ployed. His lands are worked upon principles derived 
from his experience or his ſagacity, and ſometimes from 
the inſtructions of others. The ule which he makes of 
the fruit of his induſtry reſts upon grounds no leſs ju- 
dicious ; bounding itſelf to the nouriſhment of bis body, 
and to the preſervation and (if poſſible) the increaſe of 
his health and ſtrength. Every other employment of 
the produce of his fields, vines, and cattle, every thing 
tending to delicacy or luxury, excites his indignation. 
In the abuſes of the good things of this life, he ſees the 
origin of poverty, fraud, and every vice. Hence his 
well-founded complaints againſt drunkenneſs and the 
diſſolute merriment prevailing on feaſt days, and cven 
during the week ; and hence above all, the ſcrupulous 
attention which he gives to the education of his chil- 


dren, and his anxicty to keep them out of the way of 
the ls 
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theſe recreations, though commonly regarded as inng- 
cent. | | 

-I cannot avoid upon this occaſion relating an anecdete 
concerning Kliyogg which paſſed in my own houſe. * **. 
The celebrated M. de Meckel of Baſle*, having ſeated 
himſelf for the purpoſe of drawing the portrait of my 
country friend, Kliyogg laughed at my having deſired 
this, and lent himſelf to it purely out of friendſhip. “ It 
eis not (ſaid he) that it coſts me much to ſit ſill, but 
] do not ſee to what good this tends : if you, howev- 
er, perceive any, I conſent very readily, for you know 
© that I do not underſtand theſe matters.” M. Meckel 
could not ceaſe to admire the heavenly ſparks of fire, 
— Tame from his eyes; a ſtriking ſign to a phyſiog- 
nomiſt, of force of underſtanding, philanthropy, aud 
inward content. But in the midſt of the operation, the 
characteriſtic traits of the countenance ſuddenly diſap- 
peared ; the muſcles were no longer rounded, the eyes 
became extinguiſhed, and the face offered nothing but 
wrinkles. They had juſt given the melancholy ſignal 
for the approaching execution of an unfortunate wo- 
man, who had deſtroyed the unhappy fruit of her illicit 
paſſions. ** Gracious heaven, ſaid he, to what purpoſe is 
it to behead this miſerable creature, (who it ſeems 
% was from his neighborhood)? The evil ought to 
have been ſtifled in its origin: the firſt errors of this 
girl ſhould have been prevented, when ſhe was ſeen 
„ abandoning herſelf to idleneſs, frequenting ale-houſes 
on feaſt- days, and giving herſelf up to corrupting di- 
% verſions. It is then that authority ought to have in- 
e terfered and ſhewn its ſeverity. It is now too late; and 
«© the cruel ſpectacle which is about to take place, will 
*© be without effect, as long as youth are permitted to 
**© conſider the firſt ſteps tawards vice as innocent amuſe- 
*© ments,” *. Theſe impreſſions in Kliyogg are the 


reſult of his never having quitted® the circle of occupa- 
tions 


Ad engrarer and print ſeller at Baſle in Swi;zerland. 
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tions which concern his ſtation in life ; anl his being 
accuſtomed never to think of any thing of which he 
ought not to think, nor to do any thing but that which 
it was his duty to do, at the moment. 

The bible then is the only book which he reads, and 
this always in the manner which I have formerly men- 
tioned, —I have ſome reaſon to doubt whether he has 
even read my publication reſpecting himſelf, He was 
more inclined to deride, than to applaud, the pains [ 
had taken ; of which he could not perceive the uſe, 
never having been in a ſituation to conſider the influ- 
ence of ſcience upon the happineſs of men. One of his 
brothers, who had for a number of years been a ſoldier 
in Holland, was very fond of reading ; and had formed 
a tolerable collection of books in geography; as alſo 
of myſtical works, for Which he was a very great en- 
thuſiaſt. Having paſſed the latter years of his life 
with our philoſopher, Kliyogg without the help of eru- 
dition, had made him perceive the abſurdity of the doc- 
trines of theſe myſtics.—But the children of Kliyogg: 
ſometimes looked into the books of their uncle; in which 
they found accounts of the manners, arts, and way of 
living of different nations, which flattered their curioſi- 
ty. Our philoſopher found that they ſometimes ſtole 
away from their work, or returned to it later than uſu- 
al ; in ſhort, that they directed their thoughts to diſtant 
objects, which injured their attention to what was before 
them. This reading, therefore, appeared to him as 
weeds in the mind, which it was proper to root out : he 
therefore made his children ſenſible of it ; begged of 
his brother to lock up his poifon; and, as this worthy 
veteran died foon after of a conſumption, fold the whole 
collection without delay at a low price. This ridicu- 
Jjous traſh (faid he) was near ſpoiling all my children: 
e the pick axe, the plough, and the pitch. fork, theſe are 
*© the books which they ought to have in band.” We 
may judge from this, how diſtant Kliyogg is from all fort 
of erudition, * X. 


The 
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* 

The next inquiry reſpects the treatmont of Kliyogg ts 
his children. l am aſked whether chearfulneſs, open- 
neſs, and a proper degree of liberty prevail in his hou(- 
hold ; or it he governs his family by fear, and with the 
harſhneſs and ſeverity common to a perſon bred in the 
country; and whether his children are free from ambj- 
tion and jealouſy :I anſwer, that harmonious friend- 
ſhip and an amiable gaiety, without any mixture of reſ- 
traint, reign in this happy family ; and thoſe who enter 
into it, find this painted in the contented air of thoſe 
who compoſe it. Things indeed cannot be otherwiſe 
with the node of living I have deſcribed. In all domeſ- 
tic concerns, every one of this family has liberty to give 
his opinion; and the beſt opinion is always followed; 
for all are accuſtomed to ſeek for truth without prejudice 
or partiality, and to govern themſelves by good ſenſe. 
Every one may ſatisfy his appetite ; neither victuals nor 
money as I have mentioned, being ſhut up; nor does 
any thing occur to excite in any one the ſmalleſt jea- 
Touly. Kliyogg loves, and treats, and conſults them all 
equally, under all circumſtances ; and has no greater 
pleaſure, than that of ſeeing them contend who ſhall 
ſuggeſt what is beſt for the proſperity of the family. 
All have been kept, with equal care from their earlieſt 
infancy, out of the reach of the dangerous pleaſures of 
gaming and drinking ; having never approached even 
the places where they prevail. Our philoſopher there- 
fore ſees his own character multiplied in each of the 
children. His principles indeed have become ſo habit- 
val in them, that no temptation of fortune can engage 
them to quit his roof. His eldeſt ſon might have mar- 
ried very advantageouſly ; but the ſtipulation of living 
with the father in-law made it impoſſible for him to 
accept an offer ; which, without this, would have been 
as apreeable, as it was advantagfous. 

Kliyogg knows ſo well how to baniſh every ſpecies of 
jealouſy from his houſhold, that his ſons have regeived 

inte 
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into it with great cordiality the huſband of their 
lifter ; who has not only lived with them for many 
years, but has even joined his mother to their ſociety.— 
This man had been ſingularly prepoſſeſſed againſt Kli- 
vogg; and, when the latter had juſt eſtabliſhed himſelf 
in the farm which the republic had confided to his care, 
he came to fee him; but by no means ſo much. with a 
view to inſtruct himſelf, as to form, in perſon, his opinion 
of this ſingular character; of whom he had conceived a 
very diſadvantageous idea, and whom he wiſhed to turn 
into ridicule by means of facts to which he ſhould him- 
ſelf be a witneſs. Having ſolid good ſenſe however, 
truth and worth could not eſcape him : he bluſhed at 
his project; ſaw himſelf obliged to reſpect the man at 
whom he had pretended to ſcoff ; and found all that 
was ſingular in him, built upon ſolid reaſoning. He 
became attached to one of his daughters; demanded 
her in marriage; and obtained her, upon condition-of 
living with our philoſopher, and working and partak- 
ing in every thing with his children. At firſt indeed 
there was a flight diſcontent among his ſons ; but their 
father repreſented with energy the happy effects re- 
ſulting from a reunion of their labors, with the conti- 
nued increaſe of profits in a family in proportion to tlie 
increaſe of its active members; while divided families 
and properties led to a decline of every thing: though 
he concluded his remonſtrances with leaving full lib- 
erty to thoſe who were diſſatisfied, to quit him. They 
have ſince found by experience, how much their father 
was in the right. 

His ſon in law has become in all reſets a ſecond 
Kliyogg, having adopted all the father's principles, and 
thinking himſelf in conſequence the happieſt of men. 
'The mother is equally charmed at being able to cloſe 
her career in the midſt of a family, where peace and 
concord reign without interruption and are the de- 
lightful recompenſe of honeſt labor; and where the 


beauty of the 133d pſalm is to be felt in all its extent. 
0 We ' 
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We muſt not think however, that the children of 
Kliyogg are wholly without recreation. ——When 
they go for example into the fields in harveſt time, 
he has a violin to precede them. On the Sunday even- 
ing, he ſits among them to ſing ; and though nothing is 
allowed to be ſung in the houſe beſides the plalms of 
David, it is eaſily perceivable from the manner in which 
theſe pſalms are executed, that ſtrongly penetrated with 
the ſame ſpirit which animated the royal prophet, they 
taſte in this pious exerciſe ſuch a degree of ſatisfaction, 
that few even with the moſt refined aſſiſtance of art, 
are able to experience the like, * K It js here that we 
find the proof how eaſy it is for man to be happy, if he 
ſeeks only to procure true content in the fulfilment of 
his duty; inſtead of running after the phantoms of hap- 
pineſs and grandeur which he never ceaſes to preſent 
to himſelf. 


It is again aſked, if Rliyogg is often alone in his fields © 
If his time never hangs heavy upon him; or if he guards 
againſt this by the pleaſures of contemplation ! ? | 

Whenever Kliyogg goes into his fields, he always 
finds employment, either in labor, or in examining the 
condition of every thing, or in conſidering the work or 
improvement which is required; ſo that his time is 
never a burthen to him. Add too, that notwithſtand- 
ing the great diſtance which ſeparates his own property 
from that which he farms, he often goes from one to 
the other, This walk, which laſts him four hours, 
ſerves as a recreation, which he often takes after 
other work ; and it does not prevent his forwarding the 
buſineſs which he finds offering at his arrival. During 
his journey, he occupies himſelf with reflections on the 
proſperity of his houſtold, and the general welfare of 
the inhabitants of the country ; ; he feels the value of 
the bleſſings with which Providence has deigned to 
crown his labors ; and he prays that others may obtain 
the ſame, —He conſiders alſo the many topics ſuggeſt. 

| ed 
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ed by the properties over which he paſſes. If he finds 
a traveller, he enters into converſation with him ; 
which, as he never goes out of his province, always 
turns upon the improvement of agriculture, and the 
benefit to ariſe from it to every country which makes 
it a ſerious object. 

The tendency of the preſent query leads me to con- 
jecture, that it is conceived, that Kliyogg, after a man- 
ner of his own, gives into metaphyſical reflections; or 
at leaſt into general obſervations relative to natural 
philoſophy. 

This opinion requires correction. Kliyogg is ſo deſ- 
titute of what is called ſcience, that whenever he is 
queſtioned upon objects which do not reſpect his pro- 
feſſion, or the civil relations in which he ſtands placed 
as a member of ſociety, he anſwers, I underſtand noth- 
ing of theſe things. But in return, he conceives that 
all thoſe who are not huſhandmen by profeſſion, can- 
not be thoroughly acquainted with the ſubject with 
which he himſelf is occupied ; fo that it oftens happens 
in the heat of converſation, that he ſays, “ you un- 
e derſtand nothing of this, and I will explain it to you.“ 
He is himſelf then an example how little wiſdom is 
dependent upon learning, It muſt not be expected, there- 
fore, that I can have much to fay reſpecting his diſcov- 
eries with regard to religion, either natural or revealed. 


His 7keology is very brief; and this is the ſam of jt, — 
“ Fulfil with fidelity and aſſiduity all the duties and la- 
* bors impoſed upon you by your profeſſion in life. 
„D Do always what your conſcicnce directs in the mo- 
„ ments when you conſult it. Look for no other bleſ- 
© ſing from Providence, than that which belongs to con- 
e {iderate and continual exertions. Beware of eating 
* any bread beſides that, which you have earned with 

* your own hands. Act towards others as you wiſh 
ce they ſhould act towards you, that you may be able to 


** affure yourſe!f that you are beloyed of God, and man. 
"= Contemplate 
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Contemplate death without terror.“ KK K —If he ig 
"aſked what he thinks of original ſin, he anſwers; ** Do 
© only what is right, and be tranquil about the reſt.”— 


If any tell him, that he leſſens the merits of our 72 'pbol 
by ſuppoſing that he can deſerve heaven by his good 


works, he anſwers with a ſort of diſpleaſure; „I do not 
un pretend this ; for we mult owe this to our Saviour, 
„ which I conſider as a point decided ; but our Sa- 
« yiour himſelf requires in return, that 1 ſhould act 


well: this is my doty, and he has known how to 


&© provide for the reſt.” Such are his ideas of religion; 
of which he is more anxious to fulfil the precepts, than 
to underſtand the doctrines ; which yet he admits a 
certain, never having conceived the ſmalleſt doubt on 
this head, —The internal tranquillity which religion pro- 
cures him, when he feels that he has done his duty, i is to 
him the ſtrongeſt demonſtration of its truth. 

On the other hand, he deſpiſes all religion which re- 
ſides only in profeſſions and is contradicted by actions. 
When he hears much talk of religion and the uſes of 
public worſhip, and of the neceility and efficacy of pray- 
er; coming from men devoted to idleneſs, pleaſure and 
debauchery, and in which they permit alſo their chil- 
dren to indulge ; or from men who ſeek to inrich 
themſelves by tricks and cheating; he calls the religion 
the church-going, and the prayers of ſuch perſons, a a 
palpable lie, by which they ſeek to abuſe God and man. 


This deceit he conceives as the worſt of vices, becauſe 


it feeds and multiplies all the others ; ſince the con- 
ſcience becomes deadened, when praying and going to 
church is thouglit to repair every thing. Nothing 
therefore ſo much agitates him as theſe perſuaſions, fo 
common in the country. It happened one day, that he 
was in company with two of the leading men in his par- 
iſh, whom he had juſt aſſiſted in pacifying a warm dit- 
pute between two neighbors ; when the- converſation 


turned upon the fertility of his fields. One of them 


a his pen at the great amount of his 
| wheat 


* 
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wheat harveſt ; when the other, who was always talk- 
ing of the importance of going to church, interrupted 
him by ſaying, ** and this without praying much to God 
— This is more than you can know, replied Kliyogg; 
but on my ſide I know, that God bleſſes all honeſt and 
„ diligent labor, and loves thoſe who eat no bread which 
their own hands have not provided,” —** Work, re- 
<< plicd the critic, is without doubt proper; but read- 
ing and praying mult be added, or of what uſe would 
© be all our good books of devotion ?“ “ And I, ſaid 
% Kliyogg, know more than one of theſe books with 
© which it would be better to warm the body, than the 
« imagination ; for all theſe pious readings render men 
6 pre/uming ; and they think to diſpenſe themſelves from 
„ paying any attention, when duty and good works are 
* called for.” —** Heavens! what ſcandal can exceed 
ce this, (anſwered the other; with a fury like that which 
belongs to the orthodox theologian, when pronoun- 
«© cing upon the writings ofa philolophical theologian :) 
© It is plain that you have no religion, ſince you make 
< ſo little account of divine worſhip, and of prayer!“ 
© I love religion (ſaid Kliyogg) from the bottom of my 
heart; and I go very willingly to church, to edify 
% myſelf; but unleſs there are good works, I maintain 
that all public worſhip, prayer, and pious books are 
© wholly uſeleſs. If any one meditates an unjuſt act, 
& or ſeeks to cheat his neighbor, his prayers are ſo ma- 
© ny falſhoods; for how can he in effect ſeriouſſy ad- 
ce dreſs himſelf to God and aſk his bleſſing, when he de- 
<< ſigns an unjuſt act, and uſes fraud and artific= to pro- 
cure his living? If this is religion, is it not better to 
ebe without it?“ -“ What horrors, (returned his an- 
c tagoniſt !) I now believe what I have heard, to be 
true; that you have worked on the afternoon of holy 
e Thurſday, after having taken the ſacrament in the 
© morning; and that on a Sunday you have carried 
„your plough from one field to another, to be ready 
“for your work on the Monday morning.” —** It is all 
te true 


ö 
| 
| 
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© true (faid Kliyogg ;) but as to the holy Thurſday, 


*© the magiſtrate did not order me to refrain from work; 
© and ſince, when | took the ſacrament, I made a freſh 
« promiſe to God to fulfil all my duties; I thought it 
© no fin on that afternoon to attend to my calling, which 
© js the moſt important of the duties which God has 
«© impoſed upon me. 1 agree allo that I have carried 
my plough from one field to another, on the Sunday; 
but is there more evil in this, than in playing at nine- 
« pins on that day, as you are accuſtomed to do, with 
* fo many others? Does not the clergyman carry his 
books from one place to another, every Sunday; and 
* what are theſe but the inſtruments of his vocation ? 
«© If the eſſence of Chriſtianity conſiſts in idleneſs, it 
© would be very eaſy to be a Chriſtian, and would ſuit 
e the fancy of many®.” | 

You may judge from this, ſir, that Kliyogg is not of 


the number of rigid Chrittizns ; for he would not even 


be a true believer, if for this purpoſe it were neceſſary 
to believe, that the eſſence of Chriſtianity lay much 
more in precepts, than in the application of theſe pre- 


. eepts to the improvement of manners. But he kas been 


very far from borrowing his mode of conſidering reli- 
gion from our philoſophical or moral clergymen ; for 
I repeat, that he ſcarcely knows any book beſides his bi- 
ble and catechiſm, It is to the ſuperiority of his rea- 
fon, that he owes every thing: it is by attending to its 
ſuggeſtions alone, that he has arrived at that internal 
calm and that {ſweet content, which have ſucceeded the 
troubled mind with which the myſtical opinions he had 
| 1 RNA adopted, 


* Jeſus ſeemed to allow that works of real exigence may be done on 
the Sunday, when he ſpoke of the afs being led away to wateting or tak- 
en out of the pit on that day.—Bat a divine may fay, that this has 
nothing to do with our ordinary work, - The Sunday is chiefly deſigned 
as a day of reſt, - adds the philanthropiſt ; and the preparation for the 
Monday's work might either have taken place on the Saturday vight os 
Monday morning, without giving the example of premeditated labor on 
the Sunday, which may not only fall opon man, but upon cattle, E. 
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adopted, formerly overwhelmed him. He is now ſo 
well confirmed in his principles that nothing can ſhake 
them.—The youngeſt of his children died not long 
ſince, of a malignant fever, in the eighth year of his age, 
Kliyogg had a ſingular affection for him, becauſe from 
his infancy he had ſhewn a very peculiar taſte for agri- 
culture; all his plays being only ſo many imitations of 
ploughing, manuring, and other agricultural works. 
The diſorder had thrown the child into a delirium which 
never quitted him ; and in his ramblings be always 
conceived himſelf to be in the fields at work. His 
mother thought theſe not the proper objects of contem- 
plation for a dying perſon; and wiſhed to prepare him 
for death, by reading the forms of prayer adapted to 
the occaſion. * Of what uſe is this, (ſaid Kliyogg,) 
„ when the poor child is not in a condition to compre- 
end any of theſe things: Pray for yourſelf only; 
„ ſince (lowering his tone of voice,) reading aloud can 
c have no other effect than to diſturb our dear pa- 
{© tient.“ But what if he ſhould die, (ſaid the moth- 
er,) without our having page with him?“ If 
« he dies, (ſaid Kliyogg,) be will die in his calling, 
e fince his whole thoughts are bent upon agriculture 
* and fee how tranquil he is with it; while your pray- 
te ing aloud, I repeat, will only diſturb this tranquillity. 
„Pray yourſelf to God in ſilence, that he will deign to 
©& receive him into his favor, if ſuch is his will.” — 
„But what will people ſay, if we negle& theſe 
„ things ?”—* It does not concern us, what people will 
©« ſay, when the queſtion is only what is right; and 1 
te ſee no uſe in repeating to a child who is out of his 
©« mind, things which he cannot comprehend. I am 
© perſuaded on the contrary, that it would be unpar- 
{© donable to riſque diſturbing the ſerenity of our 
«© child in the laſt moments of his life; and I defire 
« you would be contented, at preſent, with recom- 
„ mending him to God and his divine providence.” — 
Saying this, he took her book and ſhut it ; adhering thus 
always 


/ 
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always to his grand principle, that the exterior of relt- 
gion is only good when reaſon avows it and the heart 
participates in it. 

We may ſee from hence that very ſound and very 
vigorous good ſenſe properly forms the diſtinguiſhing 
quality of our philoſopher. Not that he wants imagi- 
nation, as we may judge from the illuſtrations he em- 
ploys to give clearnels to his ideas, (of which my narra- 
tive reſpecting him furniſhes more than one example ;) 
but his imagination is always kept in ſubordination to 
his reaſon, and only ſerves to furniſh him with figures 
to render his diſcourſe more impreſſive. As to poetic 
thoughts ; I do not recolle& his having diſcovered a 
ſingle one. Nevertheleſs he ſeizes and feels with force, 
whatever is beautiful in nature or in morals ; and what- 
ever he feels, he perfectly knows how to expreſs ; but 
it is more by the animated and heavenly movements 
of his countenance, than by any choice of words.— 
Mat really renders him an extraordinary man, is the 
perfect and inſeparable agreement of his thoughts, his 
words, and his aflions, This agreement I never ſaw 
ſo forcible in any other man; and it is this which at- 
taches to him the admiration and good-will of thoſe 

who know him ;and renders him worthy of the feelings 
which certain reſpeckable perſons have for him, in con- 
fequence of the feeble portrait by which 1 have made 
him known. Their eſteem for him 1 am perſuaded 
would increaſe, could they be eye-witneſſes to a life; 
the whole of which is in harmony with itſelf. 
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Of the FO KF between Prince Loui Eb 32 of wi 
2  temberg and Kliyoge, at the Helpetic, 5 gien. 


T was i in the year 1769, at the n 
and in the midft of the Helvetie Society, that his Seretic 
Highnels prince Eugene of Wirtemberg#,' deſired to 
ſee Kliyogg, my deſcription of whom had been ſo for- 
tünate as ko execſte in bim ſome infereſt;##* He had 
written re a letter of which the following + are extracts. 

—* have often wept over the raviſhing and affecting 

6 „ picture you have drawn of this philoſophical peaſant. 
fle confittus me more and more in the opinion hieli 
«1 have long entertained, that the man Who 18 the 

6 happieſt, is at the fame"time the greateſt.” We are 

ha great, when we fulfil with zeal and exactneſs our du- 

"> * tes. e oor country and our fellow Sar" 

| p ie. OR" Op we 


FIFTY W nne en rac 
20. 13 30connt * in "I tried Fo 2 83 by . 
| Hin to Mr. Gleim canon of Halberſtadt, s celebrated German fen., 
IJ Tia was a worthy, but 'bigorted prince, not much in — 5 
ww . As eee e ations of 8 N 
ned the coalizion of ſovereigns againſt France with, great £ 
t was obliped to think of ne een with that e He die 4 4 
2 he could conclude any.—He was ſucceeded © by his 
it perſiſted in the plan of negoriating, but afterwards Planer = 
F pris a ſudden death prevented this change, of ſyſtem from, /appear- 
ing, — The reigning Duke of in who finiſhed this jecled ne · | 
1 2 by a temporary peace, aftetwards married the prince TY » 
plend. One of his ſiſters would have been at this time e 
Auſtria, bat for the death of her conſort ; - while another of bis — 
setually the wife of Paul the / preſent emperor of RuHe. (As D. 8 
The Helvetic Society here, to wa ipſtituted in 1703s haviy 
for iu members many enlightened perſons in Switzerlapd, who met a cnn: | 
ally to hear a diſcourſe from the prefident of the year, aud to enjoy the - 
benefit of each others converſation for the three days during "which che 
Ar was nog 1 os Mops Schinizoateh my | 
of the meeting · ] but after ſome. ſuſpenſion, the aon of-. 
* vas next bald at 72 and foally at Ar. 85 bes 
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eye are happy, when we love our condition and the 
© duties which it impoſes, and enjoy the delightful con- 
© viction of it, and the ſatisfaction which an honeſt man 
* feels when he finds that he can reſpe& himſelf for his 
conduct. #** I am thoroughly ſenſible how much 
this comparative eſtimate lowers thoſe proud mortals, 
** who wiſh to ſubmit every thing to their ambition 
© but on the other hand, it muſt elevate ſublime minds, 
„ which is exactly what is uſeful for humanity.” 

You may eaſily believe that [ very willingly accepted 
the propoſal which his highneſs made me, of bringing my 
peaſant philoſopher to Schintznatch.— I ſent with ſpeed 
a meſſenger to Kliyogg; well aſſured that he would 
not fail to come immediately, nothing being ſo natural 

to him as to give pleaſure to his friends; and I went the 
following day to Brugg to wait for him at the houſe of 
my dear Zimmerman. —My friend Kliyogg appeared 
the day after, very early in the morning. He had walk- 
ed all the night, having travelled ſeven leagues without 
ſtopping ; except to retreſh himſelf under a tree with a 
bit of bread which he had brought in his pocket, and 
with a draught of freſh water taken from a neighboring 
ſpring. He had on him a peaſant dreſs of ticking [ couti| 
which was very clean: and if his habit was not impo- 
{ing, there appeared a vivacity and a ferenity upon his 
countenance which won every heart. 

The burgrave of. Donha had alſo come to Brugg 
to meet Kliyogg. When 1 explained to Kli- 
yogg the rank of this young nobleman, and his re- 
lat ionſhip to Frederic of Pruſſia, whom Kliyogg had 
ſo often admired ; he looked. at the burgrave with the 
piercing eye of an obſerver. He then gave his heart- 
felt praiſes to this king of Pruſſia; who (he aid) 
& would never have performed miractss had: he not al- 
„ways been the fir? at work,—The example of this 
he prince, (continued he, with a movement of his head 
© which in him. always announces a peculiar emotion, ) 
12 has not a little contributed to raiſe my on eourage, 

© when 
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« when I have been upon the point of ſinking under 
«© difficulties in the adminiſtration of my own houſ- 
© hold. Ah! faidI to mylelf, it is neceſſary to work 
&« without being diſheartencd ; and to be always there, 
e where the labor is moſt ſeyere ; the firſt in the morn- 
60 | ing, and the laſt at night, Without this, things 
could not go on; for believe me, ſirs, if the maſter is 
not always foremoſt, and fails to ſhew to others by 
_ *© his example the manner in which every thing is to be 
© performed, all is undone. The ſervant who knows 
* and who can do a thing better than his maſter, fol- 
© lows his own pleaſure i in it, which will never lead him 
eto waſte his ſtrength in increaſing the wealth of one 
** whom he deſpiſes; but he will rather think of his 
&« own advantage ; and how to obtain the beſt pay and 
the molt peraquilites.”—It was thus that our philoſo- 
pher diſplayed his wiſdom from the firſt moment of 
this interview.—When I endeavored to alarm him, by 
telling him that he was about to receive the honor of be- 
ing preſented to a prince, it was all in vain. He only 
expreſſed his joy at finding that ſuch great perſonages 
could carry their love of mankind ſo far, as to hold 
converſe with peaſants ; ſince in this condeſcenſion he 
ſaw the ſureſt means of ſpreading plenty and happineſs 
over the earth. 

We now mounted an open carriage to go to Schintz- 
natch. —As the road croffed various cultivated fields, 
the burgrave took occaſion to bring Kliyogg npon the 
chapter of agriculture, queſtioning him about different 
new ſorts of grain, and artificial graſſes, &c,*#*##, Kli- 
yogg condemned nothing ; but only maintained, that 
agriculture did not fail ſo much from the want of uſe- 
ful plants, as of a proper preparation of the earth. All 
* theſe new ſpecies of grain and artificial graſſes will 
© ſerveno purpoſe, (ſaĩd he) if there is a neglect of tillage 
and of manuring, the quantity of which latter muſt 
* be increaſed with the greateſt care; theſe new pro- 
ts ductions requiring as much preparation of the earth, 

6c as 
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as the ordinary productions which we already poſſeſs. 
** I have nevertheleſs (he added) ſeen ſome per ſons who 
* have devoted all their care and their beſt manure to 
« theſe new articles, while they have neglectedevery thing 
« elſe upon their farms.” —The converſation afterwards 
turned upon the cultivation of madder, with which Kli- 
yogg was wholly unacquainted ; but, when he learned 
that it injured other articles of cultur e, it ſoon ceaſed to 
excite his curioſity. Out vines, (ſaid he {miling,) 
„ for which we have fo much affection, do injury 
* enough in this way; our poor fields and meadows 
40 being left to lament the want of that manure, which 
Ve give wholly to the juice of the grape.” 

It was in the midſt of diſcourſe of this kind, that we 
found ourſelves near the entrance of the houſe at the 
baths, ' Prince Louis Eugene of Wirtemberg had al- 
ready come out with all the members of the Society, to 
receive our country philoſopher. I took Kliyogg by 
the hand to conduct him towards the prince, whoſe firſt 
meaſure was to embrace him with much emotion; ſay- 
ing, I have great joy Kliyogg in ſeeing you, after all 
* the good I have heard of you.” —“ And I allo, my 
T prince, am glad to ſee you, (anſwered the villager, 
de with the moſt marked ſatisfaction painted in his 
© eyes :) How charming is it, when great perſons like 
e you, have condeſcenſion for us poor peaſants!“—“ Tt 
“is no condeſcenſion in your caſe, replied the generous 
prince; for ] ſeek to raiſe myſelf to your ſtandard, 


ſince you are more elevated than I am;” and here 


the eyes of our philanthropic prince gliſtened with tears. 
—Kliyogg, was for a moment diſconcerted; but ſoon 
recovering himſelf, he ſaid, We are both good, if 
each of us does what he ought to do. You princes 
und great men ſhould tell us what ought to be done 
« and the manner of doing it; for you haye leiſure to 
„examine and weigh well what | is molt , uſeful to a 
country: and it afterwards belongs to us peaſants, to 
_ - bY” and to work with zeal and integrity; and thus 
” .; JO 
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© together we form the entire man, Howevever advan- 
40 tageous for the. country may be the tendency of your 
<« Abt deliberations, your work is but half proceeded 
in, and the good is not yet realized, till the ſubject, 

« the peaſant, puts his hand to the buſineſs : but we 
© ſhould croſs each other in our exertions and bring on 
** confuſion, and the good would be {till undone, if you 
« did not keep us in order. Thus the peaſant is but 
** half of a man, and the great lord alſo is but the other 
« half of a man; and it is only when they both join, 
that the man appears as a whole, and that the work 
e ſueceeds. Elf our philoſophic prince was aſtoniſhed 
at the juſtneſs of the ideas of our villager and at the 
luminous manner in which he diſplayed them; he was 
ſtill more ſo at the interior content which he read in his 
eyes, while he was ſpeaking : in ſhort, he {aw the whole 
value of Kliyogg : He. therefore replied, *© You have 
e juſt uttered a heavenly truth; and it is preciſely becauſe 
& you repreſent ſo well your half of the intire man, and 
« fulfil your duty with ſo much integrity, that I love and 
* honor you. I wiſh to heaven, that I could affirm as 
e much myſelf, and with the ſame confidence ;” ſaying 
which he a ſecond time embraced Kliyogg :—* I lee, my 
e prince, (replied the villager) by the manner in which 
60 you ſpeak to me, that you fulfil the duties of your 
ei ſituation, as well as I can do thoſe of mine; and you 
© cannot believe to what a degree my heart feels elated 
eat your behaviour. My labors will become doubly 
« dear to me, ſince I perceive that they pleaſe ſo good 
4 prince; and you would not proceed thus towards 
teme, if you were not accuſtomed to do the ſame to 
& others. Indeed you are not aware of all the good 
te which will be produced by your condeſcenſion and fa. 
< miliarity.” © I ought rather totake your place (ſaid the 
a incomparable prince, with his heart again penetrated) 
« for it is you, who encourage well doing; you, who are 
t better than myſelf.” —Kliyogg, who was now much 


aflocted, anſwered, with a tone of ſenſibility which made 
4 


148 "THE RURAL SOCRATES, 


a ſtrong impreſlion upon the hearts of all preſent : 
% Without doubt, it is more difficult to do good in your 

« ſituation, than for a ſubject; for when we fall into 
ce error or act contrary to juſtice, you are at hand to ſet 
& ys right or to puniſh us; but when perſons in your 
<« ſphere, do wrong, you have no ſuperior to do the 
„ fame to you: you are abandoned to yourſelyes 
and to your conſciences, and alas! how difficult is it 
« for us to govern onrſelves.” The prince anſwered 


no other wiſe than by ſhewing a ſilent admiration, which 
ſpread itſelf over the whole company ; who were ſtruck 


to hear ſuch important truths delivered with ſuch frank- 
nels and noble ſimplicity by a peaſant. The prince 
now putting his arm into that of Kliyogg, led him into 
his own apartment to converſe with him in private. 
During all this time I had continued ſilently to ob- 


ſerve the countenances of theſe two actors. I law with 


the deepeſt ſenſations, how two ſouls, each ſo noble, 
paſſed one into the other : I admired in them, man in 
all his grandeur : the prince and the peaſant alike diſ- 
appeared ; I perceived only two of the moſt excellent 
of men, born to love one another: and I had the happi- 
neſs to feel that I myſelf was beloved by them both. 
The whole of the afternoon and a great part of the 
day following, Kliyogg was the object of the moſt curi. 
ous attention of all the members of the Society who 
were preſent. He was queſtioned much about his agri- 
culture, his manner of educating his children, and his 
religious principles; and he anſwered theſe queſtions 
with a noble freedom, which gained him more and more 
the affections of his auditory, and eſpecially that of his 


illuſtrious friend. —As for myſelf, I ſometimes kept at a 


diſtance, to give thoſe who had hitherto known Kliyogg 
by my deſcription only, the full means of examining him; 


and when I approached afterwards to hear the opinions 


that were given, I received at firſt many flattering com- 


pliments on the ſubject of my philoſopher; my hero 


ing thought happy in . ſo good an * — 
any 
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Many however had, as yet, only heard a ſimple laborer, 
with great ſenſe it is true; but he had ſaid nothing 
but what was common about agriculture; not being 
at all familiar, for inſtance, with the new diſcover- 
ies; #** and knowing nothing beyond the culture uſed 
in his own part of the country, and ſeeking only by ob- 
ſtinate labor to perfect what he had in view, in the man- 
ner I have defcribed. Others looked for learning in 
him, without finding it ; but they perceived inſtead of 
it a great fund of ſound reaſon, and a natural good 
ſenſe which he applied happily to every caſe which pre- 
ſented itſelf in the narrow fphere in which Providence 
had placed him; a quality which leſs creates med phe 
exactly as it approaches perfection. It is with this qual - 
ity indeed, as with a natural ſtyle ; which is then on bo 
perfect, when it is equally intelligible to all the worl 
and when each thinks it is that which himſelf and every 
one elſe would have employed upon the ſame occaſion 
Thus Kliyogg was at firſt thought only ts be 4 com- 
mon peaſant, and a great part of the intereſt which his' 
character had excited, was ſuppoſed owing to the co- 
loring of the painter. But inſenſibly, the aſtoniſhing 
ſenſe of our ſage, and His judgment which was true and 
never at a fault, inſpired an eſteem which increaſ- 
ed continually ; inſomuch that in the end he left the 
greateſt part of bis auditory in an admiration bordering 
upon enthuſiaſm, and which by the manner in which he 
parted from us was carried to its utmoſt neight.—It 
was tlien that I found every one agreeing with me, that 
my portrait had fallen very ſhort of the beauty of the 
original. 

_ Kliyogg, took leave of us by expreſſing his thanks 
ſhortly and naturally, for all the marks of friendſhip 
which had been ſhewn to him; and after adding his 
nun behut euch Gott (may God now keep you), he pre- 
ſented his hand to the prince and was going, when the 
prince ſlid into it a piece of gold. What does this 
** mean, (faid Kliyogg;) with the ſmile of 572 

cc eaſe 
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« eaſe ?” To which the prince replied, that . It was on» 
© ly a little preſent, by which he wiſhed Kliyogg to 
e keep himſelf reminded of the pleaſure he had given 
© him.” —*< Kliyogg then looking at the piece, ſaid 
„% But it is only money; of which I have no need, 
& having enough ariſing from my own labor, though 1 
© am not the leſs obliged for your politeneſs;“ and he 
attempted to return it.— “ Keep it (ſaid his highneſs ;) 
« you have ſurely gained this trifle, ſince you have 
© quitted your labor to give us pleaſure,” But, ſaid 
© Kliyogg, my pleaſure has not been lefs than yours; 
and ſince I have ſeen from you, that great lords can 
© ove induſtrious peaſants ; I ſhall ſo-redouble my ex- 
& ertions, that I ſhall regain what I have loſt. You 
&* cannot ſufficiently give credit to the degree of ftil- 
©« faction I have received; and if I were to pay for the 
60 pleaſure which T have myſelf juſt felt, I ſhould be 
* your debtor,” —*<* But I have occaſioned you expen- 
é ces.” —** By no means: I came here upon a morſel of 
60 bread ; you have kept me free of expence, while I 
© have been with you; and another morſel of bread 
* will carry me back. So keep your money, ſince I 
e wiſh for none but that which I acquire by the labor 
ec of my bands ; for as ſoon as any one ſeeks to acquire 
& it by other methods, he is undone,” —The auſtere 
Air with which theſe laſt words were accompained,.en- 
gaged the prince to take back his money; and he has fince 
-acknowl&aged to me, that he never in his life felt him- 
{ſelf ſo poor as at this moment. Our philoſophic peaſant, 
(now acknowledged as ſuch) here returned towards his 
home, loaded with our benedictions x. " ED 


 * Our author has neglected to obſerve here, that the prince placed Kti- 
yogg by his fide at the two meals which our philoſopher made ar Schintz. 
natch, the whole company always dining at the ſame table. He put him 
in the ſame poſition at the public meeting of the Society, at which, alſo 


a — ö. —U — 


f 
. 
j 
i . 
| 
i . 
1 
: 
i 
.\F 
'F 
1 
* 
f | 
| 
1 
#4 . 4 
3 
1 p , 
vo | | 
| : 
« if 4 
| | 
. ; 
1 
8 
' 
WE 
ry | 


THE RURAL SOCRATES. 121 


SECTION m. 


Particulars concerning the additional Farm of K. liyogg. 
Farther Accounts reſpecting his Family. His Beha- 
viour at theW edding of his Jecond Son. 


JULY 22, 1774.— Kliyogg ſtill lives“; and though 

a ſenſible change has occurred in his favor, he himſelf is 
always the ſame. He not only cultiyates his own pro- 
perty after the principles he originally laid down, but 
another much more conſiderable, at four leagues 
diſtance from the former. - His paternal property by 
his conſtant improvements had continually increaſed in 
value, and he had neglected no occaſion to add to its 
limits. But additions to it had become every day more 
difficult. "lis example had created a blaze of emula- 
tion in his neighborhood ; where his manner of cultiva- 
tion was begun to be practiſed, the ſucceſs of it having 
been ſo manifeſt. From hence aroſe eaſe, and an at- 
tachment of the proprictor to his ſoil ; which rendered 
the ſales of land leſs frequent, as well as conſiderably 
raiſed its price, — This led Kliyogg to think of renting a 
farm of a certain extent ; and it happened fortunately 
that one of this nature became vacant exactly in the 
neighborhood of Zurich. His predeceſſors in it had 
followed maxims diametrically oppoſite to his own. 
Naturally idle, it appeared to them peculiarly irkſome 
to improve a property which was not their own aud 
which belonged even to a corporate body; ſo that theſe 
ſenſeleſs people were anxious to obtain the produce of 
the farm with the leaſt poſſible trouble. The effect of 
thele fine reaſonings was, that the farm became every 
year worſe; and that its produce diminiſhed to 
ſuch a degree, that their arable land, taxes included, 

ſcarcely 
Q 


This ſeQion is extracted from a letter written by Dr. Nirzel to the 
French Tranſlator, E, 
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ſcarcely replaced the ſeed it called for. They had re- 
courſe therefore to the keeping of a tavern ; which, en- 
couraging them ſtill more in an idle life, they ſuffered 
it expences greatly to exceed its profits, their debts ac- 
cumulated, and the abandonment of the farm was quick- 
ly the reſult of their bad conduct. 

The chamber of finances, having his Excellency Mr. 
Heidegguer at its head, looked out for a perſon whe 
had capacity and courage to reſtore a farm thus redu- 
ced, and who at the fame time ſhould find his account 
1 Fr doing.—lt happened likewiſe that this farm, by 
its ſit nation, promiſed a ſecond advantage from ſuch an 
employment of it ; being placed between two villages 
where agriculture was in a very low ſtate, not to {xy 
entirely neglected. If the farm which belonged to the 
republic, ſucceeded from able management, the force of 
the example might produce a happy ferment among the 
inhabitants of the neighborhood, awaken a zeal for 
agriculture, and reſtore caſe and an uſeful population. 
We call that an uſeful population, where the parties are 
healthy, robuſt, and laborious : which is very different 
from the weak, debauched, and idle race ſo often pro- 


- duced. by an ill 222 zeal for manufactures.— 


When things were viewed under this aſpect, the merit 
of Kliyogg could ſcarcely eſcape the vigilant eye of the 
government. He was adviſed to propoſe himſelf there- 
fore as a tenant ;- and was deen with untverfal ap- 
plauſe. | 

The property eonſiſted of axty· ve journeaux* of 
meadow land, one hundred and: fifty acres of arable 
land, four journeaux of vines, and twelve acres of com- 
mon Wood (that is, a wood not conſiſting of pines and 
firs.) It had the. advantage: of being all connected; 
vie) valt houſe in the middle, two barns, and 4 
e men joined to a granary. The ſituation of this? 

domain 


? 3 17% quamities of land Ka ot beiog each worked in 
on ap 
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domain is very agreeable, being upon the ſide of a hill 
which has a gentle deſcent to the Katzenbatch; whick 
is a ſtream formed by the overflowing of the Katzenſee 
(or lake of cats. )*** But what gives the moſt plea- 
ſure to Kliyogg is, that he diſcovers from it his paternal 
property, four leagues diſtant; where he goes from 
time to time to direct what is neceſſary to be done. 
The land of the farm is of a different quality from that 
of his own property; almoſt all the fields of the farm 
being of a heavy, clayey ſoil, or at leaſt having a clayey 
bottom ; though there are ſome ſpots which are dry and 
gravelly, and others where clay and gravel are mixed. 
Above his fields, he finds a ſandy earth, mixed with 
mica (or talk*) from which as we ſhall ſee hereafter, he 
knows how to profit. The greater part of the mea- 
dow land conſiſts of the bottom which lies along the fide 
of the Katzenbatch, and is rendered marſhy by means of 
the adjoining hills which command it on every ſide; 
and even his fields have many ſwampy places in them, 
owing to ſprings which are very injurious to arable 
lands, and which in the time of his predecefiors had ren- 
dered a part abſolutely waſte. 

Thus Kliyogg received a farm, which both — 
and was capable of much improvement; and this was 
exactly what he wanted; ſince it gave him the pleafiog 
proſpect of exertions which would be followed by the 
proſperity of his increaſing family. Aflured of ſucceſs, 
he gaily undertook every labor which theſe improve- 
ments called for, without being in the leaſt diſcouraged 
by an apparent ſterility. His penetrating eye had alrea- 
dy detected the cauſe of what had hitherto happened, in 
the want of labor and contrivance ; and he was ſo con- 
fident of his ſucceſs, that he wiſhed to enter into an en- 
gagement to increaſe his tythe every year to a certain 
— till he ſnould double it. 

Different 


The mica, talk, or izinglaſs, found in ſand, is 2 thin, gliſteniag ſub- 
ſtance, frequently yellow; which at firſt ſigbe, eppeare Nike ſmall bits cf 
metallic leaves, E, 
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Different plans preſented themſelves. The firſt and 
apparentlythe ſhorteſt would have been,to haye collected 
money ſufficient to purchaſe at once the-cattle, ſtraw, 
and provender requiſite for making the manure, which 
the exhauſted ſtate of the land ſeemed to demand; and 
to hire laborers enough to execute the molt preſſing im- 
| provements. But this, Kliyogg rejected; for as he had 
not himſelf the capital required, he thought it dan- 
| rous to borrow upon intereſt. A bad year might 
| overſet him and ruin his credit, as he had already made 
| great advances in the outſet of this new undertaking z p 
| and he knew that envy is never more active in attack- 
| ing a man of merit, than when runs opens to him 
brilliant proſpects. 
A flower, but ſtill a certain method was, to undertake 
theſe improvements with the hands with which Provi- 
dence had ſo liberally bleſſed his family; and to ſeek 
0 for every thing on the ſpot. But even this courſe pre- 
| ſented very great difficulties, as he required theſe ſame 
1 hands for working his paternal property; which if ſold, 
ix muſt be at a diſadvantage, ſince it would appear as an 
i act of neceſſity. As firmneſs and conſtancy how- 
| ever, overcome every thing, Kliyogg animated himſelf 
with the ſight of his children who were already arrived 
| at their ſtrength ; and whole number might be doubled 
|| after a time by productive marriages ; for children are 
| | to none more a real bleſſing, than to the laborer. He 
| | left therefore his brother at Wermetſweil, with one 
it part of the family, to continue the management of their 
1 paternal property upon the plan which he had laid 
5 down; and with the other part, he proceeded to take 
| pofleſſion of the farm with a manly courage and with a 
| firm confidence in the divine aſſiſtance. The firſt time 
that his ſons aſſiſted him in ploughing the new lands, 
| they were tranſported with pleaſure at ſeeing the length 
| of their farrows ; for all the fields at their former home 
| were in ſmall diviſions, according to the very perni- 
| cious practice generally ſeen in our countries. They 
| | Fi h even 
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even ſhouted with joy in following the plough ;- and 
this noiſy gaiety ſeemed to influence and to give new 
{trength to the cattle who drew it along. 

The queſtion that was next to be diſcuſſed, was where 
to begin the improvements ; the whole of the farm be- 
ing in a ſtate of ruin. The meadows gave very little 
graſs and of bad quality; the greater part being cover- 
ed with water, L* and the reſt exhauſted for want of 
manure. The fields were poor; and, as we have ſeen, 
in many places marſhy. The vineyard looked like fal- 
low land; and the hedges had encroached ſo much op- 
on it, that one of the beſt portions of it was rendered 
uſeleſs. There was very little dung; and no proviſion 
for liquid manure, the former reſervoirs for making it 
being few and decayed. 'The little grain which was 
growing, promiſed but a ſmall quantity of ſtraw ; and 
Kliyogg had no firs or pines to furniſh him wirh a ſub- 
ſtitute, as a compoſt for dreſſing his lands. — This ſtate 
of things had much leſſened the firſt eſferveſcence of joy 
felt by his family, and there was much danger of dif- 
couragement ſucceeding. Kliyogg alone reſiſted the 
impreſſion, reckoning more than ever upon his activity 
and the aid of Providence. | 

He began with his arable lands; and looked around 
him for the means of ſupplying himſelf with manure.— 
The firſt reſource which offered itſelf to his penetrat- 
ing eye, was the ſuperfluity of the hedges, which had run 
wild ; and from which he pruned or rooted out what- 
ever was uſeleſs ; and then, burning it upon the ſpot, 
made an excellent manure of the aſhes. He thus re- 
gained ſome of his beſt ſoil ; and, as time had produced 
an excellent mould on the ſpot, he ſpread a conſidera- 
ble part of this mould upon his fields. The waters at 
the ſame time finding a freer paſſage through his hedg- 
es, were drained from his arable lands, and inſtead of 
it ſpread upon his meadows. —His woods offered him a 
ſecond ſource for manure, as he took from them all 
their uſeleſs bu/hes and brambles, which he reduced to 

ons. 


Ia 1769, he reaped 4092 ſheaves; and in 1773, he reap- 
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aſhes, which enabled him afterwards to arrive at more 
mould, formed by the ſacceſlion of dead leaves.— By 
theſe methods he ſupplied in his firſt year the want of 
manure from his ſtables, which he nevertheleſs ſought 
to augment by all poſſible means; having for that pur- 
poſe carefully repaired the old reſervoirs deſtined for 
preparing liquid manure, and formed new ones; in 
which he was aſſiſted by the generoſity of the republic. 

After having provided for manure, his next care was 
to amend the nature of his ſoii. By a very deep ditch 
therefore, carried throvgh the middle of his fields, he 
reccived the water obtained through a number of ſmall 
covered drains, from the marſhy {pots contained in 


thele fields ; and then by larger aqueducts which were 


led acroſs his lower fields, whoſe waters were drained 
in like manner into the aqueducts, he conveyed the 
whole body of water inte his meadows ; his mea- 
dows being thus fertilized with water very proper for 
the purpoſe. In conſequence of theſe meaſures, his 
fields by degrees became entirely dry; and places hither- 


to the moſt incapable of culture, became as ſuſceptible of 


it as any of the reſt. "The enormous quantity of theſe cuts 
was of a nature to ſtartle every one; eſpecially when the 
fort period and few hands employed in effecting them 
were conſidered. At the {ame time he had recourſe to 
his former practice of mixing ſoils of a different nature. 
He had diſcovered in the piece of ground oppoſite to his 
houſe a little mount of gravel, which he undertook to 
remove, by ſpreading it upon the lower part of the field 
containing it, which conſiſted of a heavy clay ; and laſt 
year he diſcovered the ſand mixed with mica (or talk,) 
of which we have already ſpoken ; and which is a real 
treaſure to him, ſince it has improved the adjoining 
field, ſo as to make it yield an equal produce with thoſe 
which were the belt manured. 

By theſe different methods, Kliyogg has ſacceeded | in 
the courle of four years in doubling his crops of grain. 


ed 


* 
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ed 8000 ; though in general the latter year was leſs fa- 
vorable. This crop was ſufficient to enable him to ſell 
one hundred muids, after paying his tythes and other 
taxes, and providing for the ſubſiſtence of his family.— 
His ſtables are well furniſhed alſo with cattle ; for 
while his predeceſſors had only eight horſes and four 
head of horned cattle ; he has five horſes and twenty- 
two head of horned cattle ; and he propoſes augment- 
ing the number, ſince he ſees a variety of improvements 
ſtill to be accompliſhed. | 

His abundant harveſts produced by his improvements, 
naturally furniſhed a ſtill farther means of augmenting 
them, by an increaſe in his quantity of ſtraw, ſo pre- 
cious for his dung-heap ; his crops and his dung-heaps 
thus mutually increaſing ; each of them powerfully react- 
ing upon the other. This ſucceſs, the reward of zeal the 
moſt active and intelligent, charmed the republic of 
which he was the tenant ; and the government in con- 
ſequence favored him in his plan for erecting new and 
large reſervoirs, wherein to prepare his liquid ma- 
nure. 

The attention of Kliyogg to his fields did not pre- 
vent his giving attention to his meadows; which in like 
manner he endeavored as much as poſſible to improve, 
in order to be able gradually to increaſe the number of 
his live ſtock, —Theſe meadows were of two kinds; 
the dry, which could only be aided by the manure front 
his cattle, eſpecially in the form of liquid manure ; and 
the moiſt, which were by much the moſt numerous, and 
which he deſigned to aſſiſt by managing the water with 
judgment. —For this latter purpoſe, he began by dig- 
ging drains to carry away the ſtagnant water; and, as 
he obſerved that the river, though it ſlowly wandered 
along his meadows, had ſtill fall enough to allow him 
to take up its water where it entered his grounds, he 
profited by the circumſtance to make regular cuts from 
it; though the water was not proper for producing graſt 
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of the beſt quality . lle is now employed in conſtruct- 
ing the trenches in his cow-houſe, which are ſo uſeful 
for multiplying the quantity of liquid manure ; a con- 
trivance frequent in the neighborhood of our city, and 
which turns to great account, eſpecially for ficld-vege- 
tables. He forms all along behind his cattle a trough, 
a foot or a foot and an half in its width and in its 
depth, lined and covered with planks ; the trough hav- 
ing its iſſue without doors Thus placed, it receives 
the urine and dung of his cattle; and being always 
kept half full of water, it forms a thick mixture; and 
ſerves as a ferment, with which a very great quantity 
of water may in a very ſhort time be converted into li- 
quid manure. One portion of this ferment being mix- 
ed with ſeven portions of the freſheſt {pring-water, ſoon 
makes the whole become corrupt; eſpecially if the re- 
ſervoir i in which the mixture is made, is of wood and 
placed i in a warm ſituation ; or if an artificial heat is 
ſubſtituted, in caſe a natural heat is wanting. By means 
of this fermentation, an-excellent manure is produced ; 
which proves the beſt aſſiſtant which can be given to 
ſuch meadow and arable lands as are naturally dry. 

The gypſum [or coarſe alabaſter] of which Kliyogg 
has lately begun to make uſe, ſupplies his induſtry with 
a new means of augmenting his forage. Our country 
owes the knowledge of this important uſe of the gypſum 
tothe diſcoveries of Mr. Meyer, paſtor of Kiipferzellt; 

| who 


* The mountainous ſtructure of Se itnerland a it abound with 
ſprings and ſtreams, many of which are ſufficiently elevated to be condudt- 
ed with eaſe over the ſoil ; and water wheels turned by the ſtreams may of- 
ten ſerve to water them in other caſes, and ate ſometimes ſo employed. E. 


1 This reſpellable clergyman, eager to publiſh his important diſcovery, 
has given a very detailed account of the manner of uſing the gypſum. He 
{preads the gypſum in its natural ſtate, but reduced to powder, u 

ws containiog both the common and artificial grafſes ; as alſo upon land 

wn with peaſe, vetehes, lentils, oats, rye, or tobacco. But its moſt ſur- 
ptiſing effect is upon clover ; and this, in ſoils the moſt dry and arid, It 

9555 not ſuit marſhy places, where it ſinks too deep, its activity only ſeem» 

ng 
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who has herein rendered agriculture the moſt eſſential 
ſervice. n | 

It is by this ſort of means, then, that our ſkilful culti- 
vator is enabled annually to increaſe his number of cat- 
tle, and conſequently his manure ; which promiſes him 
in future a circle of fertility and bleſſing always enlarg- 
ing itſelf. He gradually applies cattle of his own breed- 
ing for this purpoſe, which yields him a conſiderable 
profit; as he is able to {ell every year a certain number 
of fat oxen, 


Thus our Kliyogg remains true to his principles and 
thus theſe principles are always juſtified by a compleat 
ſucceſs. I have never ſeen fo happy an iſſue ſo ſtriking- 
ly reſulting from a judicious plan, as in the caſe of our 
wiſe cultivator. All 


ing to exert itſelf on the furface.— Mt. Moller limits the quantity of 
gypſam to be ſpread upon a meaſure of land f journal, journeaux] of 180 
perches (reckoning the perch at 12 feet of the Rhine,) to 8 ſimri ; of 
which each contains 16 pots, A larger quantity would become rather 
hurtful, than ſalutary.— The greateſt care muſt be taken to ſpread this 
powder before the graſs or grain begins to ſhoot, Upon meadows there- 
fore, it mult be ſpread at the melting of the ſnow ; that is, at the end of 
February or beginning of March; and upon fields of grain as ſoon as theſe 
are ſown, —A laborer having igaor-ntly thrown it upon his meadows after 
the ſhooting of the graſs, loſt four of his oxen; a gypſcous corretion,which 
obſtructed digeſtion, being tound in their inteſtines, —It muſt be beaten in 
the firſt inſtance in a great trough, with iron hammers, into pieces not ex - 
ceeding the ſiae of an egg. It is then redaced to powder in the ſame 
manner that a are preſſed to make cyder, and by the very ſame 
apparatus, Tt is not requiſite that the powder ſhould be made very five ; 
pieces of gypſum of the ſize of a pea or bean being quickly diſſolved, 
when ſpread on the ground, | | 
Such is the ſubſtance of the memoir of Mr. Meyer. The Abbe Ro- 
rler has placed another memoir on this ſubjeR in his Journal de Phy 
it, — 1. ) This laſt memoir confirms that of this clergyman of Ke. 
This manure is no where perhaps better known at preſent, than in ſome 
of the United States ; as will be found on conſulting what has been ſaid 
by Judge Peters, Mr. Robert Morris, Dr. Mitchill, Mr, Bondley, and 
uthe te, on the ſubject. K. 
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All the children of Kliyogg as well as thoſe of his 
brother, have turned out well. — They are all healthy, 
robuſt and laborious all intelligent, and virtuous. "Their 
occupations have to all, without exception, become real 
pleaſures ; for labor in this family is acceptable merely 
as labor; the only queſtion being who ſhall ſurpaſs the 
other; and they know no other jealouſy than the lauda- 
ble emulation of excelling i in their undertakings, wheth- 
er the object conſiſts in directing or in executing. The 
tendency to luxury and ſenſ- uality, ſo common elſe- 
where, is here confined within its juſt bounds. Even 
the ſervants employed under them acquire an iucrealing; 
attachment to their work; in which nevercheleſs they 
all agree, that they are ſurpaſſed by their maſter and, his 
children. There is alſo a beautiful order always pre- 
vailing in this happy family. The Sunday is employed 
in reading the bible and in ſinging bymns ; and in del- 
canting upon the bleſſings of the huſbandman, and the 
inward peace and content following upon the certainty 
of enjoying the fruits of their labor. They know the 
confidence with which each may ſay to hinelf—““ This 
„is what God has given me in recompenſe for my ex- 
© ertions : Nothing here has coſt the ſmalleſt ſigh to 
© any of my fellow creatures: I bave never taken ad- 
vantage of the want of information in any perſon : 
My ſatis faction is therefore built in no pe upon 
« the ſuſſerings of others.” 

When the occaſion offers for ſpeaking of — and 
the ordinary diverſions of the young people of the vil- 
lage, who are ſcarcely acquainted with any thing elſe 
beſides the tavern; Kliyogg ſhews to his children how 
ſenſeleſs are ſuch amuſements. He gives a crowd of 
examples within his own obſervation, of perſons whom 
this bad habit has by degrees turned from their occupa- 
tions; from whence have ariſen family derangements, 
which he has detailed, beſides a multiplicity of debts ; 
followed by the moſt cruel anxieties, and by over-reach- 


ing and bad faith, as the only means left for procuring 
ſubſiſtence; 
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Lubſiſtence ; and in ſhort, by the ruin both of body and 
of mind. He repreſents onthe other hand, how their own 
habits of labor render them happy; and how precious 
is a quiet conſcience. —Far from mixing any thing diſ- 
agreeable in his inſtructiòͤns, he accompanies the whole 
with an amiable gaiety ; which wins every one who hears 
him; and convinces them, that he ſpeaks of the happi- 
neſs of a virtuous huſbandman from his own experi- 
elder us. | 

On the working days of this happy family, Kliyogg 
puts himſelf at their head to go into the fields at day- 
break, after having prayed ; for they always commence 
the day with this pions exerciſe; though they are not 
conſtrained to it, any more than to their work ; Kli- 
yogg maintaining that no act ought to be more volunta- 
ry than that of prayer. When we know God, he 
© ſays, we cannot help loving him; and when we love 
© him and regard him as the ſource of every good, we 
« ought to feel a high ſatisfaction in occupying our- 
** ſelves with the idea of him, and in ſpeaking to him, 
© and in imploring his benedictions; but not thoſe ben- 
© editions which leave nothing on our ſide to be done. 
© Whoever (he affirms) prays with ſuch views, knows 
© not the Supreme Being; whole deſign it is, that we 
ce ſhould gain our bread with the ſweat of our brow ; 
© and who conſequently renders the earth fertile only 
jn proportion to the pains we take in cultivating it.Y— 
When they are come to the place where they are to 
work, every one applies himſelf to his part without in- 
terruption, till the hours fixed for reſting themſelves ; 
when they are refreſhed with wholeſome food. Noth- 
ing is ſpared upon this occaſion ; every one from the 
maſter to the loweſt ſervant, eating according to his ap- 
petite; for it is a maxim with Kliyogg, that the food of 
the man who works, muſt not be weighed. ' At the end 
of their concluding repaſt, every one yields to a reſtor- 
ing and tranquil fleep ; ſuch as never is wanting when 
the body is fatigued, and the mind unoppreſſed with 
8 | corroding 
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corroding cares and gloomy diſcontent.— I have lately 
learned Theſe facts reſpecting the admirable order — 
ſerved in this family, from a youth whom Kliyogg had 
taken intoit at my recommendation ; and you may Judge 
that [ did not hear it without being moved. 


To this interior proſperity is joined that of the exte- 
ee The barns and granaries of Kliyogg are full, his 
el ored with wine of his own growth, and his ſta- 
„ >7-vided with ſtrong and healthy cattle of his own 
Yailtr 2 His rent is always paid on the day when it is 


— 


ac; his houſhold is furniſhed with every neceſſa- 


ry 3 21 5 he is able every year, as we have ſeen, to ſell 
g „ wine, and cattle; and to increaſe his property. 
No, i repeat; never did the bleſſing which follows up- 
on induſtry and good morals, offer itſelf to my eyes in a 
manner ſo palpable; and I do not fear to conclude, that 
Providence has deſigned that this family ſhould become 


one of the moſt marked ne, to * man- 
kind. | 


In proportion as Kliyogg increaſes the proſperity of 
his family, he acquires freſh perſonal conſideration. 
His ſons may choole the richeſt young women in the 
neighboring country ; although he is more and more 
firm in his principle, bt keep all his children and grand- 
children united in one family ; having found by his own 
experience, how many things may thus be done, when 
ſeconded by induſtry. He -has refuſed in conſequence 
the moſt advantageous offers, if implying the ſeparation 
of either of his ſons from the family; and in this, his ſons 
have perfectly joined him in opinion ; no fortune being 
able to induce them to quit a father, whoſe care in edu- 
cating them has ſo viſibly proſpered. ' It ſeems as if 
Providence deſigned to recompenſe them for continu- 
ing in ſuch diſpoſitions ; his ſecond ſon having juſt mar- 
ried one of the richeſt young women of the neighbor- 
hood, who has adopted with joy the manner of —_—_— 
** an 
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and acting of the family; however different in many 
reſpects from thoſe to which ſhe has been accuſtomed i in 
the family which ſhe has . 


I cannot here refrain from a deſcription of this wed- 
ding, at which I did not fail to aſſiſt. The conſtant de- 
ſire which I have to witneſs the feelings of Kliyogg 
in all the important conjunctures of his life, joined to 
the beauty of the ſeaſon, for it was in the month of May 
laſt ; determined me to ſurpriſe my country friend. ** 
But What was my own ſurpriſe in meeting Kliyogg alone 
on the road to Zurich. Notwithſtanding the folemnity 
of the day and though his ſon was married in the city, 
he was now in the purſuit of buſineſs ; that of purcha- 
ling a beaſt at the fair. He was in his ordinary dreſs, 
with that open air which is peculiar to bim. **. When 
he was informed of my intentions, he wiſhed to return 
with me to his houſe ; but I reſiſted and obliged him to 
purlue his journey. * Having reached the farm of 
my friend, I found every thing in compleat tranquillity ; 
every one being at his uſual work. i 

The brother of Kliyogg had juſt arrived from the 
family-property, to take part in the family-joy. Art- 

{s goodneſs, with frankneſs and kindneſs, form the 
character of this man ; and are forcibly imprinted upon 
his countenance.—I expreſſed to him the ſhare I took in 
the happineſs of his family. —After thanking me with 
conſiderable cordiality, he related with a tone of great 
ſenſibility, how he himſelf had been bleſſed by Provi- 
dence, for having followed the counſels of his brother ; 
how well all his children had turned out ; and that they 
conſtantly affiſted him in his works at Wermetchweil, 
which continued upon the ſame footing as when the two 
families were united. He, in particular, ſpoke in high 
commendation of his daughter ; ſaying that in working, 
ſhe had not her fellaw in the country. To give me a 
proof of the increaſe of his circumſtances, he told me 
that he had found himſelf in a condition to equip his ſon 
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as a dragoon in the militia 3 not without much expence 
however; though ſtill without injuring himſelf, —He 
now took me out upon the new farm of his hrother, to 
ſhew me all his improvements, made or projected. 
When we returned from our excurſion, we found the 
ſon-in-law of Kliyogg ; who. to my great aſtoniſhment, 
appeared to ſhew {ome coolneſs in his manner of receiv- 
ing the compliment which I addreſſed to him upon the 
ceremony of the day. — How happens it, (ſaid I) that 
upon a day when Providence ſo manifeſtly ſhews its 
favor to the family, that you appear ſo little ſenſible 
of it?“ am perfectly impreſſed as I ought to be, 
*« (faid he,) in that reſpect; but our father on his ſide, 
*© ought not to be ſo ſingular as he is.“ How is that, 
** (Lanſwered, ſtill more aſtoniſhed ;) for your father 
©* was very gay when I met him?“ -“ Of that there is 
no doubt; but it is always in his own way, from 
*© which he will never in the leaſt depart. He would 
** not be dreſſed to day differently from his mode on 
* other days; he inſiſted on all the family working as 
in common, till noan ; and if we hd conſented to his 
© own method in every thingg/wEſhovld have been the 
laughing: ſtock of the neighborhood. "The bride- 
*© groom forſooth, alone and without attendants, muſt 
© conduct the bride to town to be married; and they 
„ muſt even go on foot, though we had two hor- 
« fes in the ſtable. All decorum upon this occaſion 
„he treated as a folly, which called others from 
ce their work and gave them a leffon of idleneſs ; 
© adding, that when peaſants kept horſes, it was for 
„work, and not to indulge tuch idlenefs. We could 
<< ſcarcely even perſuade him to let his ſons put on the 
© new clothes which they at this moment wear. And fo 
t oecupied is he with his idea of working,thathe laughs at 
all the amulements, in which one is ſometimes inclined 
© to indulge oneſelf,” . My dear Hans, (I anſwered,) 
«© you fill me with an aſtoniſhment, from which I can- 
not recover myſelf. Have you not more than once 
eh | | | teſtified 
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ce teſtified to me your happineſs at having entered a 
* family, where abundance reigns, and along with it, 
joy and quiet; which, at the ſame time you allowed, 
©« was the reſult of the great order eſtabliſhed in this 
family, and of the conſtant zeal ſhewn in it for work.” 
AI confeſs it, (he replied,) but one muſt take care 
© not to become the ridicule of one's neighbors ; and the 
wedding day of a ſon is a proper time to ſhew one's- 
< ſelf, and to indulge in ſome expence, eſpecially if one 
e has the means. —+* True; but if we judge by com- 
mon opinion, a holiday and the day of a fair or of a 
village feaſt, are alſo privileged days, which admit of 
more expence and amuſement than other days? — 
*© But not ſo much (he replied) as a wedding day.” — 
There are few people however, (ſaid I,) who make 
* this difference; and the zeal with which your father 
« always prevented his children from participating in 
<« the diſorders of the more ordinary holidays, once 
e {cemed as ridiculous, as his preſent teverity in re- 
e trenching whatever ſeems to him uſclefs in the preſ- 
ent wedding. Yet it is to this ſame zeal which is ſo 
much cenſured, that you in a great meaſure owg the 
e proſperity which you enjoy.” —* Certainly (here ex- 
{© claimed the honeſt Felix, the brother of Kliyogg, with 
© a deep ſigh) our people revolted, like you, at the ſin- 
„ gularities of my brother; and even attempted to 
© make me go myſelf into debauch; but how often do 
I not bleſs God, that I refiſted them, and yielded to 
my brother. Do we not ſee the favor of Providence 
attending us on all ſides?“ “ I grant, (returned 
Hans) that this was perfectly right, when you were 
poor, and your children not of an age to help you; 
e but, at preſent, when our means are increaſed, theſe 
9 things ought not to be 1o narrowly attended to.“ — 
*© But do you want any thing (I faid :) are not you well 
fed and well clothed : and are you — beſides healthy 
« and merry ?”—* This is all very true (was the an- 
wer z) but it does nok-prevent our being ſneered at, 
© when 
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« when we do not live like all the reſt of the world.” — 
„But who are theſe ſneerers ?”—*+ All our neighbors ! 
© who never ceaſe to obſerve, that we are very ſingu- 
{© lar people.” “ But ſay (in return) is it not very 
© honorable for your father, that he has a free acceſs to 

c perſons at the head of the republic; that he receives 
„ viſits from perſons of all ranks, who think it an honor 
to know him; that ſtr angers from all countries often 
come to him; that even princes treat him as their 
friend; and that his ſons can have the beſt matches 
ein the country? What peaſant was ever honored like 
your father? Yet it is from theſe very ſingularities, of 
« which you complain, from his unalterable aſſiduity in 
© his labor, and from his care to inculcate the like ar- 
& dor in his children in their early youth, in order to 
<« preſerve them from the diſorder which is ſeen reign- 
ing every where elle ; that all theſe marks of diſtinc- 
© tion ariſe, and that his family ſo eminently proſpers. 
© Without theſe qualities, he would have remained a 
c« poor peaſant, confounded in the crowd; and God 
e knows what would have been the lot of his children : 
© they would probably have been diſperſed, and forced 
to ſeek their bread among ſtrangers.” —** There is 
no diſputing this; but {till things may be puſhed too 
© far. But pray, (my dear Hans) when you deſcend 
<< a ſteep hill with your waggon, why do you put a drag 
© to your wheels? - Certainly that the waggon, preſ- 


. ©© ſed on by its weight, may not ruſh with violence, and 


ce cruſh the cattle which are yoked to it.” And why 
do you put'a clog on the feet of your colt, inſtead of 
leaving him entirely at liberty?“ —““ That he may 
„not hurt himſelf in his ramblings and may learn a 
ce ſteady pace.” —And yet, my friend, you are angry 
© with your father, becauſe he puts a drag upon y, 
* and prevents you from being hurried on by bad ex- 
© amples towards the luxury, debauch and idleneſs, 
*© which may drive you into perdition. Alas, my poor 
* Hans, let your father proceed: the manners of our 
oy Jays 
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days are to ſeducing, that all which he can do, will not 
© prevent your yielding to them a little. You may 
* thank God therefore, that he holds a tight rein to 
% hinder you from falling.” —* Well, I agree (ſaid 
Hans,) that I am wrong in this particular; but he at 
*© leaſt ought to count us for ſomething, when tbe quei- 
tion is how to diſtribute our work; for he will al- 
Hays go on in his own way. I have now for a long 
{© time deſired that the cow-houſe might be properly 
arranged, to enable us to make liquid manure, which 
* is ſo proper for our meadow la id; but he will neyer 
<< yield to me; and our whole attention has been 
given to the carrying off ſand and gravel to improve 
aur arable land.” —** But have your meadows been 
„ neglected?“ -I do not ſay that they have; but our 
© improvements might as well firſt have been there.” — 
© Agreed ; but would you recommend one to under- 
{© take one thing, and another to undertake another,” — 
That is not a point which I can maintain; for an union 
© of forces is what is moſt eſſential to work, if we with 
„things to go well; ſince as ſoon as theſe forces be- 
come ſeparated, for different objects, nothing great is 
© any where done.” —““ Thus then, according to your 
t own opinion, it is neceſſary when opinions differ, that 
© one ſhould take the lead; and in this caſe, ought that 
of the father or the children to be preferred?“ 
Hans had too good a heart to anſwer me any otherwiſe, 
than by the bluſhes which covered his countenance. He 
now ſought only to excuſe himſelf ; urging that “a will- 
ing and active workman could not be blamed, if he 
« {ſometimes pretended to give his opinion upon the 
„ manner in which his work ſhould be conducted.“ 
This I aſſured him would never be taken ill by 
his father-in-law ; but that we fithers were often 
obliged to appear outwardly more ſevere towards our 
children, than we really were ; and that he would ſoon 
have to make the proof in the caſe of children of his 
own. 1 
8 
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* Inow deſired Hans to let me ſee their cattle, and to 
carry me into the parts of the farm which we had not be- 
fore inſpected. The parts which had been improved 
after his own hints, were thoſe which he ſhewed me by 
preference. The good ſenſe of his obſervations, and the 
content which gliſtened in his eyes whenever he could 
ſhew me proofs of his ability ; confirmed me in my per- 
fuaſion that he was a ſon-in-law worthy of Kliyogg ; 
although little paſſions and certain prejudices, too deep- 
ly rooted in him, led him at times to Fever againſt max- 
ims dictated by reaſon. 


- Kliyogg at laſt returned home.—1 aſked him ſmiling, 
© How he came to be ſo avaritious, as to make his peo- 
* ple work thus upon a weddirg-day ; and why he did 
© not appear in a new coat, made after the manner in 
* uſe among country people at their caſe ;“ “ All 
« theſe follies, (he anſwered with a imile,) have given 
© much thread to be twiſted over again. They are al- 
© ways preaching to me here, that we are much too ſin- 
* gular, and obtain the laugh of every one; and you 
„will not believe, my dear doctor, how much trouble 
© I have in keeping down theſe follies. Bad examples 
© however are too numerous; and'theſe young people 
* would be run away with by them, if I did not daily 
combat them.“ You ought however to relax your- 
e ſelf a little more.” “ I ought to relax! Why I do 
*© fo but too often; and if I went but a little ſtep far- 
* ther, all would be loſt. I have-already proofs how 
*©neceſfary-it was to ſtand {tiff againſt the firſt com- 
„ mencements of miſchief in their tender youth; and 
*© if my good folks were not as well fixed in good habits 
eas they are, I ſhould no longer be able to keep them in 
* order.” 

When the wedding party came in, I found the ſons 
and daughters of Kliyogg much better clothed and more 
in faſhion, than in truth I had expected. None beſides 
Kliyogg and his brother Felix appeared in their ordinary 

ba bits ; 
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habits ; but it was to be learned from their countenan«. 
ces, that true interior ſatisfaction comes from a cauſe 
very different from exterior ornament. 

No time was loſt by the family in placing themſelves 
at table, and the reſt of the day was conſecrated to joy. 
— What now ſtruck me the moſt was the familiarity 
of the ſervants ; who were not diſtinguiſhable from 
the children of the family. Companions in labors of 
the field, they are permitted to uſe every liberty at 
the table, and to partake in whatever was ſerved. The 
only difference to be found between them is, that at 
work, the ſervants are always out-done by the maſters ; 
for as we have before ſeen, every one in this houſe en- 
deavors to ſurpaſs the other in his exert ions. . 

During the entertainment Kliyogg enlivened the whole 
company by his converſation. I never ſaw in him ſa 
much of what is called brilliancy, without its ſpoiling 
however the ſtrong good ſenſe which conſtantly diſtin- 
guiſhes him. He turncd into ridicule both parade and 
ſenſuality ; in which moſt perſons place their felicity, 
though they are in effect vices leading to unhappineſs 
and want, Without offending any one, for which ſome 
{kill was requiſite, he intimated that the dreſs of the 
bride was by no means conformed to principles. —It was 
objected to him that he declaimed continually againſt 
ew and vanity ; and yet had for his wife the moſt {tate- 
ly of all the women of his village. "That, replied he 
{miling, is a proof in point, that even a ſtately woman 
will not diſdain a laborious man, though plain and mod- 
eſt ; and conſequently that one may pleaſe by other 
means beſides that of ornament in dreſs. —He then be- 
gan to praile his ſervants, in an agreeable irony, for the 
trouble they had given him to diſſuade them from go- 
ing to work that evening; and to lament the fatigue 
put upon them, in bringing home in pomp the clothes and 
other paraphernalia of the bride [ braut-fuder. ] 

He afterwards led the converſation to the ſubject of 
the encouragements which the goyernment and Philo- 
I y ſophica! 
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ſophical Society give to agriculture ; ſhewing the miſ- 
chief ariſing from the country people not being ſenſible 
of the value of their aid; but on the contrary, feeling dif- 
fident towards theſe perſons. He dilated upon the fe- 
licity which might reſult from a general union, in or- 
der to diſcover, : adopt, and give vigor to whatever was 
bereficial, &c.— The time paſſed thus in ſenſible or 


joyous diſcourſe ; and I was particularly gratified to ſee 


Kliyogg the {ame in all circumſtances; and thence to 
prove more evidently than ever, that happineſs neceſſa- 
rily flows from a conduct founded on folid principles 
ſteadily purſued. Filled with this happy perſuaſion 
and determined myſelf to profit by the example of this 
ſage, I quitted him after Ong him a thouſand bleſ- 


ſings. 
SECTION IV, 


New Viſits to Klivogg. New Views of his Huſbandry, 
Philoſophy, and Family. His jecond Marriage. His 
laft Illneſs and Death. 


[x. 8. The Editor of the preſent compi- 
lation bas fortunately obtained the 
materials ſor this ſection through a 
friend, who 1s miniſter of the goſpel 
in Switzerland; and who to the qua- 
lities which dener his vocation, joins 
conſiderable general learning, with 
great zeal and induſtry, and alſo 
an acquaintance ich agriculture. He 
15 in particular an admirer of German 

agriculture, 
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agriculture, which with others he finds 
to be more advanced in many ſituations, 
than the average of that of che Engliſh ; 
eſtimating the latter as it is exhibited 
in the accounts publiſhed by the Agri- 
cultural Society of Great Britain. As 
a proof of his own ſkill in agriculture, 
this reſpectable perſon had ſo improved 
a piece of neglected land given to him 
by his pariſhioners, by the uſe of 
blue marle found on the ſpot ; that he 
ſoon ſold ic for a very remarkable price. 
Nothing could be more pointed to the 
moſt ſuperficial obſerver, than the dif- 
ference berween this land, and the un- 
improved land ſtill ſuffered to remain 
in its neighborhood. 


The materials in queſtion were ex- 
 tratted or abridged by this perſon from 
a German work originally publiſhed by 

Dr. Hirzelt. They were preſented to 

the Editor in a French dreſs, and are 

now with ſome farther abridgment firſt 

tranſlated into Engliſh, E.] 


+ The title given to in French is, Ua coup d' oeil fur l' harmonie & 


& Ja noblefle dans les differentes claſſes des hommes; or © A ſketch con- 
&« cerning harmony and notality of character in diffcrent elaſſes of men. 


PAGES 
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PAGES 3—4. Contain only compliments to the ſena- 
tor Angelo Quirini of vnn. to whom this ſcetch! is ad- 
dreſſed. 

p. 4. Dr. Hirzel repeatedly affirms, that he has ſeen 
tears of princes flowing, when they recognized in the 
countenance of the peatant Kliyogg the nobleneſs of the 
human character, and felt their own imperfeRions. 
More than once he has had the ſatisfaction alſo to ob- 
ſerve learned men, who at firſt uſed great efforts to put 
their talents upon a level with the comprehenſion of this 
peaſant, finiſh by being his attentive hearers ; and after 
having borrowed hints from his good ſenſe, devote with 
enthuſiaſm their abilities to uſefal things. 

P- 5. Various perſons who had conſidered the picture 
of Kliyogg by the author as a poetical fiction, have found 
it falling thort of the original, when they have become 
acquainted with this admirable man, &c. 

p. 6. Kliyogg was a means of furniſhing many occa- 
fions of oblerving other men and weighing their merits. 
In hearing the friendly diſcourſes between this peaſant 
and people of quality and merit, the author felt all the 
happineſs of being a man, He ſaw as It were embodied, 
in this living example the great truth, that witdom, vir. 
tue and hapineſs are the ſame in every condition; and 
that the external circumftances of the prince, the learn- 
ed man, the artiſt, the peaſant, and even of the {lave, 
have no more value, compared with the finer qualities 
of the human character; than dreſs has with regard to 
the human body. Dreſs ſometimes conceals the de- 
feds of the body and furniſhes marks of sti con, but 
never can give us beauty or ſtrength.— p. 7-9. - The 
author not being in a ſituation to travel or to make bril- 
2 | liant 


17 
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liant acquaintance, finds this made up to him by the 
crowd of ſtrangers who have addreſſed themſelves to 
him in order to tee Kliyogg. | 


p. 14. The author gives an account of a viſit to Kli- 
yogg made in company with this Venetian ſenator and 
his fellow-traveller Dr. Seſtari. 

They met Kliyogg in his marle-pit; that mine of 
farming gold, which has enabled him ſo to improve the 
heavieſt of his lands, that they bear different ſorts of 
wheat for three ſucceſſive years without the aid of any 
other manure. He was loading a waggon with marle 
to be carried into a field juſt obtained by an exchange; 
and which had been fo much neglected, that nothing 
was to be ſeen upon it except here and there a few 
Pines. p. 15. This was the ſpot choſen for the confer- 
ence. p. 20. Dr. Hirzel ſays that it was long, perhaps 
for ages, that this treaſure had lain hid under cultiva- 
tion; and that it was at length allowed to Kliyogg to 
diſcover and make uſe of it to give to his other lands a 
new degree of fertility; and thus to recompenſe the 
labors of a reſpectable peaſant whom Providence had 
deſtined to ſerve as a proof and example, that the di- 
vine benediction accompanies the cultivator who is la- 


borious and induſtrious, * * * 


Kliyogg ſtruck off with his hoe a piece of this marle, 
bleſſing the hour in which he had diſcovered this trea- 
ſure, and thoſe perſons who bad inſtructed him in the 
uſe of a mixture of different ſorts of earth. He ſaid 
with the moſt lively emotion of joy *I owe to this marle 
not only abundant harveſts, but the character of my 
children. It is true, that they murmured againſt me 
© at firſt, for employing them in hard labor even during 
© the winter, which other peaſants paſſed in idleneſs and 
© ale-houſes, or in uſeleſs talk,” My (ſaid they oft- 
© en) are we not equally with them to enjoy the fruits of 
** our labor, and to repair in this manner our fatigues 

| „from 
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« from the ſummer? —* My children could little gom- 
* prehend that conſtant labor gives health and force, 
and that want of occupation and indolence deprives us 
of thele. But what particularly increaſed their diſ- 
© content was, the tone of raillery with which our neigh · 
* bors ſpoke of our work: Of what uſe (exclaimed 
«© theſe people) are the/e heaps of ſand: is he going to 
«© turn his fields into deſarts” © and fo on. Hence I 
© had need of all niy paternal authority to keep my 
children to labors, which they held not only as uſeleſs, 
© but even miſchievous. (p. 23.) But at length the rich 
© harveſts with which Providence bleſſed us, forced 
them to confeſs, that I had ſaid nothing which was not 
© both true and uſeful. They now enjoy the beſt health 
* and remarkable ſtrength. They acknowledge that 


© they do their duty to God, when they fulfil the duties 


© of their ſtation, and when they work with zeal and 
judgment. They deſpiſe the hypocritical diſcourſes 
of the idle, who after croſſing their hands, expect in 
© that ſtate the divine bleſſing ; madly flattering them» 
« ſelves that they ſhall deſerve it ſolely by prayers which 
they do not underſtand, and by frequenting church or 
reading books of devotion.” 

The author's companions repreſented to Kliyogg, that 
it was nevertheleſs proper to allow to lys children ſome 
leiſure and recreation. — But Kliyogg replied, I pro 

cure for them, as often as poſſible, the joy (hich ac- 
© companies the view of the bleſſings — upon us 
by Providence. (p. 24.) Every harveſt I hire a violin- 

* player, who amuſes us while we are at work, and with 
* whom we often ſing with enthuſiaſm one of the pſalms 


of king David; feeling, ourſelves, joyous as Kings, and 


* raviſhed with the goodneſs of our Creator. —“ This is 
* all well (ſaid they ;) but youug people demand other 
n recreations; and, in particular, on feſtival days they 

* require to be amuſed with their companions.*—* As 
© to feſtival-days, (ſaid Kliyogg,) we employ them in 


* going to hear a ſermon, in ſinging bymns, in talking 


* upon 


» 
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0 upon every ſubject which preſents itſelf in walking 
© in our fields, and ſo on. But may God preſerve me 
(p. 25) from ever permitting my children to go into 
* noily company, into taverns, or into dancing houles : 
* ſuch indulgence would only ſerve to ſpoil them, and 
* precipitate them into the depths of corruption and 
* misfortune. I acknowledge none to be true pleaſures, . 


© which do not encourage us in our work, and preſerve 


* our conſciences pure and ſpotleſs.“ 

p. 25. The company now deſired with much inter- 
eſt to learn what Kliyogg thought on the ſubje& of God 
and Religion. He explained himſelf as follows. p. 25— 
26. I read in the bible that God created and pre- 
© {erves the world; that his mercy has engaged him to 
fſuccour us in our natural corruption, and to pardon 
* our fins through Jeſus Chriſt, as likewiſe to aſſiſt us 
by his Spirit in the practice of virtue ; and -that he 
© will make us happy in this and the other world, if we 
* obſerve his commandments and imitate the virtues of 
our Saviour. In effect, I have only to open my eyes, 
and to regard by turns the ſtars of beaven, the moun- 
© tains, the plains, the animal creation, and theinnume- 
* rable productions of the earth; to feel the truth of the 
© exiſtence of a creating God. I labor, I educate my 
© children, I fulfil as much as poſſible all my duties ; 
and the fertility of my fields and the aid given me by 
my children, convince me, that God graciouſly bleſ- 
© {es thoſe who obſerve his commandments. This en- 
© courages me in my exertions; and I enjoy the divine 
aid with gratitude and praiſes for his bounty. My 
© heart is content and tranquil ; and 1 reſt aſſured 
© that Providence does and will do every thing for 
me, which can render me happy in his life and in that 
+ which is 10 follow; 1 do not know in what form it 
vill judge it wiſe to accompliſh the latter point j but 
it is enough for me to know that it will certainly doit.” 
p. 27. In order to ſound Kliyogg and learn whether 


bis heart was free from religious rancor, Dr, Hirzel 


faid, 
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faid, . Do you know Kliyogg, that theſe perſons are 
« catholics ?”—He anſwered, ſmiling, * And what does 
that ſignify, provided they are virtuous ; and of this I 
do not doubt, judging from the friendly manner in 
* which they are diſpoſed to converſe with peaſants and 
© toinform themſelves of their occupations, leſteem them 
© the more, ſince though ſtrangers, they ſhew me affection. 
© It is not their fault that they are not of the reformed 
religion. I alſo ſhould be a catholic, had ] been born of 
« catholic parents. I ſhould eſteem a Turk or a Pagan, 
© provided he were virtuous : I ſhould even love him bet- 
© ter, ſince it his harder for theſe to practice virtue, 
than for Chriſtians to do ſo.? 

p. 28-29. To diſcover whether Kliyogg was con- 
tented with his condition, the companions of Dr.Hirzel 
aſked him whether he would exchange his ſituation 
for that of a nobleman ; and if he would not rather 
© command than obey ; aſſuring him, that a good fath- 
© er of a family like himſelf, who ruled his houſhold 
with ſo much zeal and firmneſs, would be very capa- 
© ble of conducting a much larger ſociety.”—** God 
« preſerve me from this, ({aid he): I would rather an 
© hundred times be a peaſant than a lord.”—* And 
* what is yourreaſon, when it is ſo pleaſant and praiſe- 
© worthy to render men happy by good laws ??—* I 
© have nothing to object to this; but it is a fatiguing 
employment; and 1 find in my condition, much fewer 
© obſtacles to doing what is good and uſeful, than you 
© doin yours. What occaſions me moſt vexation and 


trouble in my labors, is the obſtinacy of my ſervants ; 


* whom yet | have the power of diſmiſſing whenever 
© they ceaſe to obey me. For you gentlemen, who alſo 
© have need of perſons to aſſiſt and work for you; I 
© know that theſe, like my own ſervants, are ſometimes 
© ſufficiently ignorant and obſtinate to oppoſe the moſt 
© uſeful of your enterprizes ; and yet you cannot al- 


ways drive them from your ſervice : But yielding to 


their 
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© their obſtinacy, you are often forced to renounce. the 
good you had deſigned to perform.” | 

p. 29-30. The next object of the party was to learn 
whether Kliyogg was inſenſible to vanity ; and Dr. 
Hirzel was therefore deſired to inform him, that they 
had brought with them a conſiderable painter to take 
his portrait, to be exhibited to public view at Venice. 
Kliyogg anſwered with a ſmile, that this would nei- 
ther render him better nor happier ; but that neverthe- 
* leſs he would not oppoſe their wiſh, if they thought it 
could give ſatisfaction to any, or be of uſe.” —ButKli- 
yogg had no idea of the flattery ariſing from glory. Dr. 
Hirzel was convinced of this, by ſeveral viſits which 
had been made to him by princes. He felt indeed much 
gratification in ſeeing perſons, ſo elevated, condeſcend 
thus in his favor; and expreſſed this in his compliments 
to them; but he never ſhewed any marks of being 
proud in conſequence, Hence theſe princes, in propor- 
tion as they gained an inſight into his character, diſcov- 
ered in him the Rural Socrates, and reſpected and loved 
him as ſuch. 


— — ..... — — 


The ſecond article in the original of this work by Dr. 
Hirzel (from p. 89 to 178) regards the progreſs of know- 
ledge in modern times, and the manner of enlightening a 
people,; but it ſays not a word of Kliyogg or of agricul- 
ture. 

A new Examination of the philoſophy of Kliyogg fol- 
lows ; addreſſed to Mr. Mercy, Bailiff (or civil chief) 
of St. Pierre in the Black foreſt (oppoſite to Alſage.) 


p. 199 —202. 
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p. 199 - 202. Dr Hirzel devotes one of the fine days 
of the ſpring to a viſit to Kliyogg, in order to examine his 
philoſophy anew.— He did this with the more eager- 
neſs, as the family of Klivogg had its peace diſturbed 
ſince his ſecond marriage. His children often complain- 
ed of the harſhneſs and obſtinacy of their father, and 
thought themſelves privileged to oppoſe him; regard- 
ing his ideas of propriety and economy (for he was 
frugal in ſpite of the increaſe of his fortune) as ſingular- 
ities which expoſed his family to derifion. Often did 
they controvert his plans of agriculture, in which he 
was always in purſuit of ſomething new which called 
for much labor, and was often inexplicable ; and fame, 
as uſual, magnified their quarrels. "The family began 
to deride our philoſopher and to attribute his vivacity 
to the power of wine; which was ſaid to be his great 
enjoyment, ſince he bad planted a vineyard of his own. 
— The author himſelf indeed feared either thatKliyogg 
was deſerted by his philoſophy ; or that he had drawn 
too favorable picture of him, ſeduced by enthuſiaſm, 
p. 202—204., To diſcover the truth the author began 
with addreſſing to Kliyogg different ſhort queſtions ; 
and, pretending ignorance of all which had paſled ſince 
their laſt interview, he left him time to anſwer at his 
leiſure, & c. But all the anſwers of Kliyogg ſerved on- 
ly to perſvade the author, that he ſteadily entertained 
his old ideas and followed his old principles; and that 
in ſpite of the luſtre of his fame, he was always the ſame, 
'This made it the more incredible to Dr. Hirzel, that 
ſuch a man ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be led away by paſ- 
ſion, obſtinacy, anger, jealouſy, and the love of wine. 
It js true, that he himſelf confeſſed, that he ſometimes 
loved wine too much; but he bluſhed at hearing. the 
exhortations which the author addrefled to him on this 
ſubject, and promiſed to correct himſelf. The efforts 
which he made on this ſubject, convinced Dr. Hirzel, 
bi #48 24 that 
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that his heart had not changed its ſentiments, and that 
his reaſon ſtill controlled his paſſions. 939 


p. 204 205. What had paſſed upon the preceding 
occaſion, engaged the author to devote another day to 
Kliyogg, in order to ſtudy his character with redoubled 
attention; namely the 11 April 1777. | 

p. 205-266. At his arrival Dr. Hirzel found Kliyogg 
occupied in digging a ditch near his cellar, of the depth 
of 5 feet, and ſome hundred paces in length; in order 
to drain away its water into an adjoining river. He 
was working with all his might, in an old and tatter- 
ed dreſs. His ſons bluſhed at the ſight of their viſitant ; 
but Kliyogg after welcoming him, faid, “you find me, 
my dear doctor, in the worſt of my clothes; at which 
© theſe gentlemen bluſh ; but you will be ſenſible, that 
© it is exactly thus that I ought to be dreſſed, to work in 
© the manner the caſe requires. If I were better dreſſed, 
© part of my attention would be beſtowed upon my 
* clothes, and my undertaking would fare all the worſe 
for it. Nothing ſaid he with vivacity, is more hurt- 
* ful to a peaſant, than pride and luxury in dreſs : they 
withdraw a part of his attention from his work, which 
will only be done ſuperficially in this caſe, and many 
* eſſential things will eaſily be omitted, &c.? 

207—210. By the ſide of the ditch was a field of 
about an acre, prepared for clover. — Experience had at 
length ſheun to Kliyopg all the uſe of this forage. The 
quantity of his hay had conſiderably increaled, ſince 
this artificial graſs (as it is called) had enabled him 
to ſpare his natural graſs. He had in particular found 
that the Spaniſh clover agreed ſingularly well with 
horſes ; fattening” them and keeping them in heart, 
without puffing them up; which is not to be affirmed 
of the common clover, —The field deſtined for clover 
had now in it flax ſeed (grains d'huile) ; and all the 
manure which he gave to it was gypſum [or plaiſter of 


Paris.]—An experience of four years had . all 
9 is 
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his prejudices with reſpect to this gypſum. Theſe preju- 
dices aroſe from an attempt which he had made in the 
year 1774 ; when, after ſowing a field with clover and 
then ſtrewing it with gypſum, a drought of four weeks 


ſucceeded, and the crop entirely failed, His diſguſt 


was ſuch, that he came running to town to reproach 
our author for having ſuffered himſelf to be miſled by 
books, when he had recommended ſo worthleſs a thing 
to him. Dr. Hirzel appeafed him by repreſenting, that 
a man like him, ought not to have neglected to remark 
the dryneſs of the ſeaſon, which had injured his other 


meadows and fields; that he ought not to be diſcourag- 


ed by the failure of a firſt attempt, but ſhould rather 
take the hint to ſpread his gypſum during or after rain; 
and that he ought not to plough the field immediately, 
as he propoſed, on account of what had happened, but 
ſhould wait for a more favorable ſeaſon. Kliyogg had 
no reaſon to repent the having followed this advice ; as 
his clover ſucceeded ſo well, that he came the next 
ſpring to confels his obligations for it. 

p- 211. Near this field of clover was the Langwieſc, 
a meadow, which Kliyogg had found quite neglected; 
but} which improved from day to day by a {mixture 
of watgr and mud, which he e ed to conduct 


there, 


p· 212. Fw hence Kliyogg led the author to a field | 


containing about an acre ; of which the ſoil was a dry 
gravel, covered with a very {lender coat of black mould. 
Here alſo he ſowed clover with ſucceſs. 
p. 213—218. A little higher up were about fifty 
acres of grain, —It was eaſy at a diſtance to remark a 
difference of goodnels in the crop. The upper and lower 
parts formed a green carpet ; but the middle was yellow 


throughout. The lower part, conſiſting of 8 acres had 


been manured ; and bore the beſt of wheat. Of the 
42 remaining acres, 25 had been dreſſed only with 
marle ; and yet in nothing fell ſhort of the former. 
Kliyogg, the winter before he {owed the laſt mentioned 

acres, 
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acres, had carried upon the ground 600 waggon loads 

of marle (drawn by four horſes cach) ; and having 
ſpread this marle every where eveuly, two ſueceſſive 
ploughings perfectly united it with the natural ſoil. It 
muſt be added, that theſe acres were originally the worſt 
of the whole 5o ; and that now they even exceeded the 9 
firſt mentioned, having fewer weeds with a lighter ſoil. 
— What aſtoniſhed our author was the duration of the 
effects of the marle. Kliyogg had a field of wheat very 
finely conditioned, which nevertheleſs had received no 
other dreſſing than marle four years before. —In another 
field which he had already twice marled, the young 
grain was finer_than any where elſe. On the other 
hand, the ficlds of his next neighbors, which had no 
marle, were ſo little productive, that they ſcarcely re- 
paid their poſſeſſors for their expence. 

p. 219—221. From his fields, Kliyogg went to his 
marle- pit.— A marle-· pit ſometimes makes itſelf known 
at the ſurface; but at other times it is covered with a 
mixed ſoil of a feœ inches, under which the marle ſome- 
times deſcends ten feet. Here and there hard pieces 
preſent themſelves, in which are petrified plants. The 
marle in general has a grey color, but it is ſometimes 
blue. It contains particles which gliſten in the ſun ; it 
ferments with acids; and it yields a very {mall quantj- 
ty of ſelenetic ſalt. 

p- 222—224. Before quitting the marle-pit, we muſt 
ſpeak of an amiable act of our philoſopher. He re- 
commended to the Agricultural Society of Watt, a poor 
peaſant, in whom he had remarked a great paſlion for 
agriculture ; but, being without means, this peaſant 
could undertake nothing important. The Society made 
him a preſent of 20 florins, five of which he ſpent in 
buying a little neglected field of half an acre, Thereſt 
of his money he employed in bringing marle upon it; 
which by this dreſſing and his labors was ſo improv- 
ed, that in the firſt year it yielded 50 ſheaves of wheat. 
The countenance of Klivogg brightened with Joy, © as 
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he pointed to this field, and felicitated himſelf with 
having contributed to the relief of a poor and induſtri- 
ous man. ** You cannot believe (ſaid he) how ſmall an 
* aid is requiſite to be given to an indigent man, to ena- 
© ble him to make a little fortune. I could prove this 
by many examples of peaſants, who have been aſſiſted 
by the Economic Society, They begin ſometimes by 
buying a cow with the money they receive; which 
* not only furniſhes the family with the neceſſary milk, 
but gives them at the {ame time manure to fertilize 
their little piece of land; which encouraging and re- 
* doubling their induſtry, they buy (out of their ſavings 
or upon loan, ) neglected fields, of which they know 
© how greatly to augment the value in a few years.“ 

p. 225226. But to return to Kliyogg. To the weſt 
of his farm are conſiderable fields, belonging to the pea- 
ſants of Rumlingen. This village, for many years, has 
employed itſelf in ſpinning ſtockings 3 and is mad 
enongh to ſacrifice agriculture to this occupation, which 
is little lucrative ; and in particular it facrifices to it the 
fields in queſtion, which it ſcarcely tills once in three 
years, Kliyogg rents three acres of theſe, merely to 
inſtruct this village in its true intereſts : But hitherto 
his example has produced no effect, except to engage 
one ſingle peaſant to make an eſtabliſhment there, which 
perfectly ſucceeds. 

p. 226-220. Kliyogg now led his gueſts into a mea- 
dow behind his woods, and extending to his fields.—He 
pointed out as he went along, a ſteep bank, which for- 
merly by the little trees or ſhrubs with which it was 
covered, did much harm to the neighboring wheat. 
Theſe he rooted up, and burned ; ſpreading the aſhes, and 
the leaves which had rotted on this ſpot during many 
years, upon his fields.—This was a freſh inſtanceof indefat- 
jgable labor of Kliyogg in recurring to every poſſible me- 
thod of manuring his lands. . . . . . . .—The meadow in 
queſtion conſiſted of eight acres ; and its low ſituation 
0 it moiſt and marſhy. Kliyogg began by car- 
rying 
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rying to it conſiderable quantities of manure, which the 
diſcovery of his marle rendered ſo practicable. This 
manure increaſing; his graſs, he was enabled to increaſe 

his cattle, and thence. his dung. But all this required 
the patience, firmneſs, application, and reflexion of Kli- 
yogg.—The drieſt part of this meadow, Kliyogg had 
{pread over with gyplum ; and the iſſue anſwered his 
expectations, the meadow being covered with red clo- 
ver, as with a carpet. Twenty ſmall meaſures of gyp- 
ſum at the coſt of three: florins, fill a falt-barrel ; and 
one barrel ſufficed for a whole acre ; producing as much 
effect as ten loads of dung, without being 3 to any 
= the inconveniences of which ſome accuſe it. | 
P.231—232. After running over half the vale the 
author turned towards the houſe, there to make a coun- 
try dinner. — But as they paſſed a particular field, Kli- 
yogg remarked that it had been marled without the 
leaſt benefit; which he attributed to the moi/ture of the. 
21arle ; it having been taken from a pit entirely filled. 
with water. It is here therefore proper to obſerve, 
that there are different ſorts of marle, all of which have 
not the ſame efficacy; and that it is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to ſtudy the land, and to conſult experiment, before 
employing the marle in any quantity; the beſt theory 
being contradicted often by practice. 

p. 233—234. In paſſing by the woods of Kliyogg 
their neatnels appeared aſtoniſhing. The -ablence of 
thorns, of moſs, and of heaps of leaves, made it appear 
like walking in ſhady . alleys. —But we ſhall find that 
this neatneſs aroſe from Kliyogg having found in his 
woods, the beſt manure for his vines. 

p. 234—235. In order to give an idea of the nflext- 
bility of Kliyogg, in avoiding: every thing which could 
turn away his attention from his principal occupation 
or introduce idleneſs, we may obſerve before we attend 
him into his houſe, that he has no bees, Without de- 
nying the utilityzof their honey and the inſtruction to be 
derived from their ſocial labors, he maintains, that wy 

U co 
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colt too much trouble, and that we ſtop too often to 
obſerve them, to be paid by their honey and wax; eſpe- 
cially as they require moſt attention in the hay- ſeaſon. 
p-. 236-239. The family of our philoſopher was found 
at table, and afforded a lively example of the happy 
reſult of a wiſe domeſtic government. Two ſons, ſtour, 


well made and healthy, and who had an air of proſperi- 


ty; with two daughters, who perfectly reſembled their 


brothers; had their ſeats at the upper end of the table. 


At their ſide, fat the ſervants; who appeared much at 
their caſe; for the table being ſpread for all alike, all 
ſerved themſelves with the ſame freedom; the ſervants 
not being obliged to wait with impatience till the maſter 
and family were ſatisfied, before they fat down to miſer- 
able remaants. In ſhort, there was equality between 
the maſter and ſervant both at table and at work, which 
communicated to the converfation a like equality. Two 
diſhes of boiled barley, two others of pears which had 
been baked and dried*®, good bread made of wheat and 
rye, and a pitcher of water, formed the dinner. The 
author obſerved at the end of their mea}, that there 
were large remains, which proved that avarice was not 
the vice of Kliyogg. ....... When it was aſked with 
ſurpriſe, Why there was no wine at table?“ Kliyogg 
anſwered, ** that he reſerved the wine to refreſh his 
© companions when fatigued with their work ; for which 
©purpoſe a quantity was always carried into the fields 
dat ten in the morning and at four in the afternoon, 
© when it was equally diſtributed between his children 
and the domeſtics,” | 

p. 239—243. Two of the latter particularly attract- 
ed our author's notice. The firſt was a man advanced 
in years, who walked with difficulty, on account of pains 
which had attacked his knees during a very long peri- 
od. Such a man ſeemed little fit for hard labor; but 

Kliyogg 


„Many of the Swiſs wake a very good diſh of pears baked dry, with 
lard et ſome other fat ſubſtance heated vp With it, | 
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k-liyogg ſaid that he had taken him into his houſe from 
compaſſion, upon {ceing him forced. to beg; and that he 
gave him only {mall wages and the uſe of his table, 
which his work nearly repaid. -The other domeſtic 
was an orphan from a neighboring village, who begged 
from houſe to houſe, and whom Kliyogg took to his 
home ; giving him in his family a good education. His 
children and ſervants remonſtrated at firſt againſt this, 
the latter even refuſing to work with ſuch a vagabond ; 
but our philoſopher was reſolute, notwithſtanding the 
youth was not without his faults. [In the ſequel, in 
defiance of the patience, care, and firmneſs of Kli- 
yogg, this young man <eloped with a new ſuit of clothes 
upon his back. | 

p. 244—247+ ++ +++ 5 The refreſhment offered to 
Dr. Hirzel was boiled milk and bread”, a piece of beef 
from which ſoup had been made?, bread, and laſtly 
wine from the vineyards of Kliyogg. The repaſt was 
ſeaſbned with friendly diſcourſe ; and with the preſence 
of two grand ſons of Kliyogg, and of a little boy which 
Kliyogg had by his ſecond wife; being the youngeſt per- 
ſon in the houſe. New diſcoveries were now made 
of the character of our philoſopher, His ſecond wife 
appeared at table: a good and laborious woman, 
who by the ſpirit and prudence which ſhe had ſhewn 
during her widowhood, and the manner in which ſhe 
had educated her children from a little property which 
was in debt ; had attached Kliyogg, and induced him to 
marry her, after -firſt quieting the repugnance of his 
children to the match. As the wife during the enter- 
tainment was ſometimes abſent to attend her kitchen, 
Kliyogg in this interval took her young child upon his 
knees, and amuſed it as well as a nurſe could have done; 
looking at it very affectionately, and holding it in a more 

dexterous 


+ The French call this mi/k ſoup. {/oup az lait. E. 


Ma. This Bouilli is as common in ſome parts of Switzerland, as in 
ance, E. | 
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dexterous manner than could be expected from a man 


grown old in the hardeſt work. He nevertheleſs ſaid 


that he did not long expect to preſerve this child, who 
in truth had a ſickly countenance. 

p. 248—249. The ſons of Kliyogg had this day been 
working in the vines; an occupation which they pre- 
ferred to all others ; on which ſubject their father ad- 
dreſſed to them ſome advice, 

p. 259. When the ſons were retired, Kliyogg complain- 
ed that they were too fond of riches. My eldeſt fon, 
* aid he, is always aſking for a rich wife; but rich wives 
© love luxury and good living, and object to work ; as 
* well on account of their delicate conſtitutions, as from 
© the fear of dirtying their clothes; Theſe impreſſions 
© are communicated, little by little, to their huſbands ; 
© who avoid, in their turn, all hard and dirty work; 
and finiſh by becoming the mere inſpectors of their 
* workmen. Their workmen laugh at an idle maſter 
* who turns his back upon his bufineſs, and imitate him 
© by doing nothing; whence the harveſts diminiſh, the 
© fields become neglected, diſorder creeps into the houſ- 
© hold, and by degrees all the wealth vaniſhes. There 
© are no true riches but thoſe enjoyed without remorſe 
aud with true contentment. Work muſt be done 
© from a love for it, or from duty; and not with a de- 
© fire to become cnriched. He who works from a paſ- 
* fion for doing his ty. will always poſſeſs the divine 
bleſſing.“ 

p. 252 — 254 Some geographical and myſtical 10005 
before mentioned, and] which Kliyogg inherited from 

i brother who had ſerved in Dutch regiments ; gave 
our philoſopher occaſion to | renew his] remark, “ that 
there is nothing more hurtful for a peaſant than a paſ- 
* ſion for books; that he had often found cauſe to re- 
* pret, after the return of his brother, that his own chil- ' 
© dren, by means of reading, had been led to forget their 
© occupations ; that he lamented in particular, that the 
children of his brother had _ drawn alide by fana- 
„ . tics 3 ; 
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ties; that their patrimony greatly ſuffered by it; and 
© that he had great trouble to recover them from their 
* miſtake, and to cunvince them that labor is our firſt 
duty and the beſt means of obtaining the bleſſing of 
© the Creator ; and that books are for the learned, and 
the plough for the peaſant. Fanaticiſin in religion, 
© he continued, always does the peaſant harm; troubles 
© his reaſon and conſcience ; and takes away much of 
* the time which ought only to be conſecrated to. work. 
Often the party expoſes himſelf to the tricks of oth- 
ers; and ſometimes he is led into a melancholy habit 
* of mind and ends by forgetting his true deſtination as 
da man,” | 

p. 255—256. Diſcourſe like this, cloſed our phi- 
loſopher's dinner. We roſe to viſit the reſt of Kli- 
yogg's farm. And we certainly found parts which had 
not yet attained the perfection of which they were ca- 
pable ; and particularly the orchard, which ſurrounded 
the houſe : but it is difficult for a peaſant to do all at 
once, particularly where he is obliged to execute the 
principal things himſelf and finds trouble in procuring 
proper workmen to aſſiſt him; which is the caſe with 
our Kliyogg. It is indefatigable labor only, directed 
upon a ſolid and ſteady plan, which can conquer all 
difficulties. | | 

p. 255—258. But in ſpite of ſome imperfections of 
the orchard, I with much pleaſure {aw pains tak- 
en to collect the rain. water, talling from the houſe 
and barn, into a reſervoir in the court; and to mix it 
afterwards with the filth from the ſtables. —Kliyogg 
had dug a pit four feet deep and as many wide, the 
door. of which he could cloſe and open at pleaſure. 
When he diſcovered that the mixture had become ſuf- 
ficiently putrid, he ſtirred it all through; and carried 
it, by means of little canals, upon a neighoring mea- 
dow. At the bottom of this meadow, was placed anoth- 
er reſeryoir, which collected the remains of this wa- 
: | ter; 
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ter; from whence Kliyogg conducts it to another 
meadow, after keeping it at reſt for ſome weeks. 

p. 258. Near the orchard are fields containing about 
50 acres. The land is heavy, but riſes on the ſides to 
form a hill towards the center; which being compoſed 
of gravel, ſerves when diſtributed, to render the reſt of 
the land lighter. This was an object however which 
was not to the taite of the children of Kliyogg, who 
could not comprehend the uſe of ſuch a mixture of ſoils ; 
but experience here, as in other caſes, conquered their 
prejudices and repugnance.— Following here his uſual 
maxim, always to go to work the ſhorteſt way, Kliyogg 
dug into his hill at two different places, to be able to dreſs 
his 59 acres ſo much the faſter with it. —He had ſtill 
109 acres to be treated in the ſame manner. What 
2 perſpective was it for a laborious man, thus to ſee 
iis harveſts in a train of increaſing year after year! 
Fifty loads of this gravel are carried upon each acre. ; 
and to quicken this work Kliyogg ſeparates with gun- 
powder great pieces from his hill. The grave}, in 
rendering the land leſs heavy, renders it at the ſame 
time more open to the action of the ſeaſons ; the cold 
and heat, the rain and ſnow, and the air, penetrating 
into it more eaſily: and even the manure has more ac- 
ceſs to the land, when mixed with gravel ; and weeds 
are thus alſo more eaſily drawn from it. 

p. 61—267. We now approached a meadow upon 
the Katzenbach, of about 20 acres and of a moiſt tem- 
perament ; which afforded a new proof of the reſolu- 
tion and patience, which our philoſopher employed in 
improving his lands. He had rooted out of it a thick 
hedge ; and after havirg burned it, he had thrown the 
aſhes over the whole meadow. Below his fields, which 
border upon this meadow, he had dug a deep ditch, to 
collect the water running from them, and to conduct it 
from time to time upon different parts of the meadow .— 
But what more particularly ſerved to water this mea- 
dow, was the river Katzenbach ; from which Kliyogg 
15 had 
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had made a trench with infinite trouble and difficulty, 
This operation was conducted with a degree of preci- 
ſion which was even mathematical, though effected 
without any mathematical inſtrument; the common 
ſenſe and juſt eye of Kliyogg alone directing him, &c. 

DN. B. From p. 268—271, obſervations follow on 
the true eye poſſeſſed by peaſants: 

Alſo on the rage for law- ſuits which ruins ſo many 
of this claſs of people. 

Kliyogg now conducted the author from the Katzen- 
bach to his vines. p. 272 —274. The manner in which 
Kliyogg cultivates his vines will probably (lays our 
Swiſs clergyman, ) not be intereſting to America: it is 
therefore not given for tranſlation. p. 27 1—274. All 
the family of Kliyogg was occupied in his vineyard. 
Here, as every where elle the author diſcovered impor- 
tant improvements, ſeeing on every ſide thorns and buſh- 
es and hedges entirely rooted up.—The ſcite of a hedge 
among other circumſtances offered to Kliyogg a fat 
earth, of which a part could be carried among his vines. 
But to increaſe his means of dreſſing his lands, he cov- 
ered the roads which led from his houſe and from thoſe 
of {ome of his neighbors to the neighboring mill, with 
little branches of trees and leaves and mols ; which be- 
ing trodden upon by horſes and cattle, and mixed with 
the earth and mud from ditches, is exceilent for vines ; 
and amounted to one hundred loads a year. Alt is true 
that Kliyogg is reproached with doing much hurt to his 
woods by the great number of leaves which he always 
collects from them; but the precautions Which he uſes 
on this occaſion, and the very aſpect of his woods, prove 
the contrary. 

p. 275—276. In returning by the rye-fields of Kli- 
yogg to lee his cattle, every thing manifeſted indefati- 
gable application and care, and much reflexion as to 
what regarded agriculture, —His children, his domeſ- 
tics, the increaſing fertility of his lands, with his ſtock 


of wheat and wine, every thing in ſhort, ſkewed the 
bleſſing 
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bleſſing with which Providence had favored a man ful- 
filling with exactneſs the duty of his ſtation. 

p. 276—277. The cattle of Kliyogg were well fed and 
attended. He poſſeſſed 4 horſes, 9 oxen, 4 cows, 4 calves 
of one year old, and as many of two years. It hence 
appears, that conformable to maxims which many oth- 
ers allo conſider as economical, he raiſes his own cattle. 
By this means he accuſtoms them to the food of his 
farm ; whilſt cattle which are brought from diſtant pla- 
ces grow lean and even die, ſolely from a change of 
their food; and by the ſame means alſo, Kliyogg pre- 
ſerves his cattle from contagious diſcaies, with which 
Eringe cattle often infect a whole ſtable. 

p. 277 —280, Enough, remarks the author here, has 
been faid to prove that Kliyogg is ſill the ſame, and 
always deſerves the name of a country philoſopher : But 
the author adds, that the philoſophic dream which he 
had till now entertained, of having all the family of 
Kliyogg united in patriarchal concord in the ſame houſe, 
he had found himſelf obliged to abandon. Kliyogg 
himſelf was indeed the firſt to perceive the impoſlibility 
to execute the idea.—Already his ſon- in-law, the faith- 
ful companion of his labors, had quitted him; himſelf 
having procured for him a farm in another part of the 
country. Difference of ſentiment had given cauſe for 
this ſeparation. The ſon-in-law loved work, but he 
loved alſo thoſe pleaſures of ſociety which Kliyogg 
deteſted. Hans alſo thought it innocent for the rich 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their fine clothes, which 
was contrary to the mode of thinking prevailing in 
Kliyogg. Hans inſiſted likewiſe, upon making a tav- 
ern of the houſe to {ſell their wine to the beſt advan- 


tage; and the father-in-law thought a tavern would be 
a ſource of corruption for the family; conceiving with 


reaſon, that the ſtriking examples of intemperance and 
other vices, with ſwearing and looſe converſation, to 
which in theſe ſituations his family would neceſſarily be 


witneſs, would efface from the minds of his children the 


good 
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| good examples and good leſſons which he had always 
given to them. In effe& he ſought no profit, but from 
hisland ; and for this purpoſe, he employed all his mo- 
ney to increaſe its quantity and its produce. Such a. 
maxim conſtantly led to new lahors and ſerved to drive 
from the family that idleneſs, which is the ſource of ev- 
ery milchicf.—Kliyogg for the ſame reaſon, regarded as 
dangerous, all riches acquired without labor, In this 
opinion he was confirmed, by the caſe of the rich wife , 
which his ſon had obtained ; for notwithſtanding her 
good diſpoſitions, ſhe ſerved to prove, that riches ae 
the character and inſpire a taſte for exceſſes in dreſs, as 
well as for the luxuries of life; and he ſaw beſid 
with much chagrin, that his eldeſt ſon, who was fill a 
bachelor, was deſirous of a like match. 

p. 280—284. All this often gave room to warm dif- 
putes, eſpecially on the part af the ſon-in-law of Kli- 
yogg ; who was of a choleric temper, and often flew 
out into cruel ironies againſt his fatber-in law. 

This diſſenſion was increaſed by the death of the firſt 


wife of Kliyogg, who had always contributed to pre- 


ſerve the family-peace ; and who on her death-be 
gave new teſtimonies of the pleaſure which ſhe had al- 
ways taken in conforming herſelf to the will of her hul- 
band.—It was after her death that the ſon-in-law 
thought himſelf more privileged to meddle in the family 
and oppoſe the ſingularities cf his father-in-law 3 par- 
ticularly when they brought upon himſelf either the en- 
vy or ſneers of his neighbors.— Thi? was a new reaſon 
for Kliyogg to take a ſecond wife; of whom mention 
has already been made, and who appeared to Kliyogg 
well fitted to aſſiſt him in governing his houſhold con- 
formably to his antient principles.“ ** Kliyogg now ſer 
himſelf anew to convince his ſons that poverty diſhon- 
ors no one; that labor and good merals had alone ad- 
vanced and given true happineſs to his family; aud that 
it was by the ſame means only, that the happineſs of j it 
could be preſeryed. His ſons gradually yielded to his 
; W reaſenings, 


at 
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reaſonings, and bluſhed at having put ſo many obſtacle: 
fo this ſecond marriage; and envy had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that Kliyogg entirely obtained his end. —His 
new wife ſhewed the beſt diſpoſitions ; and while the 
followed the will of her huſband, knew how to gain the 
compleat affection of his children; inſomuch that the eld- 
eſt ſon of Kliyogg married her daughter, and thus laid 
the foundation of a ſolid and durable peace. This ſon 
(by name John Gaſper) remained more faithfully at- 


| 5 tached to the principles of our philoſopher, than all his 
3 other children; his reſpect for his father increaſed with 
* years; he joined to this the moſt tender attachment to 


his younger brother; and there is every appearance 
that one day he will become a ſecond Kliyogg, 

p. 285—287, We have already laid, that to avoid 
diſputes, Kliyogg had eſtabliſhed his firſt ſon-in-law 
apart from him. But the farm which he had procur- 
d for him not being of the beſt quality and being oth- 
erwiſe much neglected, the undertaking fell particularly 
neavy upon him. Nothing could {ave him but the af- 
Iiſtance of his father-in-law ; and his father-in-law was 
not backward in granting it, aRing with a generoſity 
which could not have been ſurpaſſed even if Hans had 
always treated him with the moſt tender afteftion, He 
gave him cattle, corn, and wine; and lent him all 
his credit. By this means he helped him to overcome 
nis obſtacles, to lay up ſomething, and to obtain the en- 
tire approbation of his landlord. Kliyogg even declar- 
ed, „that while be lived, his Hans ſhould never be ru- 
* ined ; that Hans had ſometimes, it is true, treated him 
very il ; but on the other hand he had aſſiſted him in 
« his work with a fidelity and zeal worthy of praiſe ; 
© and that if he could not otherwile gain his live] ihood, 
* he ſhould come into his houſe again whenever he 

pleaſed.“ It was thus that our philoſopher returned 
good for ill. — Such virtue was not without its re- 
ward. Kliyogg had the happineſs to ſee all his chil- 
aren well provided for, even thoſc of his ſecond wife. 


p. 207 
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p. 287. The prudence of Kliyogg would not have 
cen complete, had he not made a Will, to prevent all 
Jiſpute and diiorder after hig death, for which he could 
now trangnilly wait. He thus ſaw his houſe ſolidly 
founded upon two ſons, who are likely to purſue his 
maxims. 'T'lic ſons of his ſecond marriage will al- 
ways find in their eldeſt brother a ſupport cemented by 
double ties. 


p. 288. That which affords the moſt pleaſure to our 


W. 


eld man, when he gives himſelf a little repoſe, is the 7 
education of his two new ſons and of his grandchildren. : 


He collects them about him, as a hen collects her chick- 
ens; and they love him ſufficiently to fly to him upon a 
fingle look. He makes them read, and learn parts of 
their catechiſm or of the pſalms ; they ſay their pray- 
ers in his preſence, night and morning; and he alſo 
teaches them to ſing. One cannot, without being af- 
fected, obſerve them afſembled about his knees, and 
ſinging one of the pſalms of David with him; the great 
devotion which he ſhews on his ſide communicating it- 

ſelf to the little ones. He does not forget aHo to in- 
ſpire in them the maxims, that they ought to deſpiſe 
what they do not gain by their exertions, and to regard 
pride as the greateſt of human folltes, —When the author 
heard the children ſing for the firſt time, he was deſir- 
ous of marking his ſatisfaction by offering them a piece 
of money ; but the children perceiving from the looks 
of the grandfather, that he thought it would diſgrace 
them to accept it, returned it immediately. 

p. 289. To complete the account of theſe little chil- 
dren, it muſt be obſerved that Kliyogg teaches them to 
break in and manage the cattle ; and often occupies them 
ia other agricultural works which do not exceed their 

age, He keeps by preference, the company of thele 
children; thinking that he daily acquires a new reſem- 
blance to them by the decline of his own ſtrength. He 
*Hherefors cats with.themn at a ſeparate table. 


b. 299. 


* 
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p-. 290. As the education of theſe little children forms 

his pleaſure, ſo the induſtry and vigor of his married 
children makes his glory. 
p- 291—293. The marquis of Baden Durlach, with 
the princes of his family, made a viſit to Kliyogg in 
1783 ; and three pages are accordingly introduced to 
make flattering compliments to the marquis and his 
fon. The marquis concluded his viſit by ſaying of Kli- 
Ygg, that he was a true patriarch. 

p. 294. The author often remarked that Kliyogg de- 
taſted pride.—At the wedding, of his elde fon, his ſons 
inſiſted upon going into town on horſeback ; which 
Kliyogg oppoſed with all his might; but without effect, 


till he told them with firmnels, that if they went into » 


town on horſeback, he would put on his worſt coat, 


and run by their ſide with his cap, to aſk alms for them. 


+ +++ + + At another time, having ſold a fattened ox, 
while his ſons and ſervants ſtood around much better 


_ dreſſed than himſelf, he ſaid to the butcher who bought 


it: Vou ſee theſe rich lords; go to them; without 
doubt they have more fat oxen to ſell than I have. 
This ſent them away confounded to their work, 

p. 295. What our philoſopher hated no leſs than 
pride, was hypocriſy ; and eſpecially prayers in which 
the heart has no concern. He never ſuffered an inci- 
dent of this ſort to eſcape his notice. One night his 
wife uſed the 6th pſalm as a prayer ; repeating, with 
David, “ all the night I make my bed to ſwim ; I wa- 
ter my couch with my tears.“ He interrupted der and 


- Faid ſmiling, © and yet my wife I ſee nothing of this; 


{4 ] anr not ſenſible of. it.” But he did not on this ac- 
count the leſs fervently reſpect religion: he only re- 
quired, that the Heart and lips ſhould always be in uni- 
Jon with each other. 

p. 296—297. The following anecdote may ſhew the 
mode of thinking of Kliyogg in matters of religion. 
When ſpeaking of ſtrictneſs in fulfilling the duties of 
ir ſtatien, ag the beſt mode of worſhipping the Deity ; 
E . R 


; he 
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he ſaid once to our author, „It is not profit that we 
© mult ſearch after, if we ſeek the divine bleſſing. There 
* are many peaſants, who have no other object than te 
© enrich themſelves ; and who, to ſucceed, prefer com- 
* merce to the labor of their hands, Not content with 
* ſelling the ſuperfluity of their own wheat and oxen, 
* they buy wheat and, wine, &c. from other peaſants, 
© in order to traffic in theſe articles. It is true, that 
they often ſucceed in amaſſing conſiderable ſams ; but 
work ſoon becomes a burthen to them; they even per- 
mit to themſelves ſome injuſtice, in order to ſell their 
© articles at a high price; which does not fail to cor- 
* rupt their minds; eſpecially as this money procures 
them influence, and the means of gaining the clergy 
and their judges. Add, that the deſire of enjoying 
© their fortune renders them lovers of the table and oth- 
© er pleaſures ; and alſo proud and expenſive. This com- 
© municates itſelf, as a contagion, to their children and 
* domeſtics ; who imitating their example, will hate 
and deſpiſe work and give themſelves up to idleneſs, 
© and become proud and voluptuous like themſelves. 
By this means the fertility of their lands diminiſhes ; 
© the expences of their family increaſe ; money flies 
away; and diſorder and confuſion following in their 
© family, a general derangement occurs. The miſery 
© here becomes the greater, becauſe indolence weakens 
© the bodily ſtrength, and the taſte for good wines and 
© for delicate meats becomes a ſecond nature. Work 
then muſt be purſued for the ſake of work; and as the 
© reſult of a ſenſe of duty, and in order to give pleaſure 
* to the beneficent God who preſcribes it to us ; and at 
the ſame time every effort muſt be uſed to combat the 
© paſſion for money, for pleaſure, and for luxury. Such 
conduct will ſecure the divine bleſſing ; and maintain 
© our conſciences pure and free of reproach.” 
p. 298-300. Here Kliyogg ſpeaks by turns as an 
egotiſt, a theologian, and a moraliſt ; but our Swiſs cler- 
gyman omits the particulars, The anthor 7 4 
. | cindes 
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cludes with ſaying, that in moments like theſe, he has 
thought himſelf in the company of Secrates and Epicte- 
tus. 

p. 301. No misfortune dejected Kliyogg or ' drew 
from him complaints. The year 1781 was diſaſtrous 
to his crops : In the autumn worms had made great 
havoc in his rye ; and in the following ſpring during 
the month of May, a froſt deſtroyed the proſpect from 
his vines and trees which was very promiſing. His 
ſons were deeply afflicted; but he called their affliction 
iogratitude towards God; as they had ſufficient bleſſings 
remaining to them from the preceding and even from 
that very year, and God would {till be bountiful te 
them. He encouraged them therefore to ſow a great 
quantity of ſummer-wheat, without ſuffering his mind 
to be troubled, 

p. 302—304. Some paſſages from Seneca, D'Alem- 
dert, and the Elements of politics are here introduced, 
t ſhew that Kliyogg merited the name of a philoſo- 
= pher, 
a p. 305-318. In theſe thirteen pages Dr. Hirzel tra- 
ces the portrait of a good prince reſembling Kliyogg. 

p. 318—319. The author finiſhes by ſaying, that 
wikis traits diſtinguiſh any man held as excellent, 
_ they will all of them be found allo in Kliyogg. 


——— D. —A—¼1M.⁴ ́⁵L[— 


p. 320-323. Such was Kliyogg as long as God pre- 
ſerved his health and ſtrength; that is, to the age of 74. 
From that period, he felt his bodily powers and the 
vigor of his mind daily diminiſhing; dangerous humors 
collecting in his body; and his digeſting faculties becom. 
ing deranged. Having ſuffered alſo much from the cold 
of the preceding winter (1784-5), a dropſical complaint, 
which increaſed from day to day, obliged him finally to 

-emain in his bed, and announced his approaching death. 
— "At the firſt news of his lickneſs, the author determined 
NCC 
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ence more to ſee him; namely, on the 21 June (1785. )— 
jt was on that tame day that Mr-Schumacker,chamber. 
lain to the king of Denmark, paid the author a viüt. 
The diſcourſe ſoon turning upon Kliyogg, this travel- 
ter learning the author's intentions, propoſed himiclf 
for the party. 

p. 323. Our philoſopher was found reduced to 
a condition which drew tears from the feeling Schu- 
macker.—He was ſtretched, in a ſtute of great debility, 
upon a bench; ſurrounded every where with pillows. 
He raiſed himſelf with much trouble, in order to ſpeak 
to his viſitors ; and to tell the ſufferings which he had un- 
dergone during many weeks, but from which neverthe- 
jeſs he hoped to recover. The weakneſs of his body 
had made much impreſſion upon his ſpirits ; he was 
greatly funk and in bad humor ; and his eyes, which for- 
merly ſparkled with joy in his converſations, were 
moiſtened with the tears which conſtantly fell as he 
poke. It is true that he ſtill repeated his wiſe maxims 
on the ſubject of the too great luxury of ſome of his 
children, and the too-great avarice of others, but all in 
2 lamentable tone. He interrupted however this diſ- 
courſe from time to time, by dwelling with tendernets 
on his little ones, the molt intereſting companions of 
tis old age; touching upon their character and talents 
and other circumſtances, with tears of joy. He diſco- 
vered little fear at death ; and when the author ſpoke of 
it, he ſaid, I have a good conſcience; I have always 
© loved equity and juſtice, and have truly fulfilled the 
duties of my ſtation. Let then the will of God be 
done, for I have known him through all my life as - 
God of mercy, who has loaded me with his kindneſs ; 

© and he will alſo grant me his favors in the other 
# world.”-—Kliyogg nevertheleſs wiſhed and always ex- 
peed the re- eſtabliſhment of his health, and the return 
of his ſtrength for wor king, "The remembrance of his 
long illneſs was however ſufficient to throw him into 
cars. As to medigine de rejected it altogether ; for 


* ng 
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having taken ſome from the medical perſons in the vil- 
lage at the beginning of his malady, without effect, he 
abandoned hin#elf ſolely to nature; uſing only a few 
ſpoonfuls of brandy, night and morning, becauſe he 
thought they gave him ſome relief.—p. 326. The au- 
thor remarks here, that he had often obſerved that the 
ſpirits of active perſons ſuffer moſt from the ſentiment 
of their declining ſtrength. 

Much however, as the author and his companion were 
affected, they obtained ſome conſolation from the con- 


verſation of the eldeſt ſon of Kliyogg; who led them 


through the farm, and gave an account of every thing 
with a clearneſs which made them recognize in him the 
worthy fon of Kliyogg ; and at the ſame time convinced 
them, that the complaints of the father againſt his ſons, 
were too much the reſult of his diſeaſe. 


p. 327. Here ſays the author to his correſpondent, 
by way of concluſion, is the end of my obſervations on 


the Rural Socrates ;—who, during a long courſe of time, 


has occaſioned me ſo much pleaſure ; who has ſo often 


encouraged me to do good; and who has given me the 


opportunity by a deſcription of his character, of oontri- 
buting to the general benefit, &c. Ke. 


THE 
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PART THE THIRD, 


———— — 
Seren 
The celebrated Lavater deſcribes Kliyogg. 


| HE, following account of Kliyogg is by 
the famous phyſiognomiſt Lavater®, a cler gyman of the 
canton of Zurich in which Kliyogg reflec: It is tranſ- 


lated from a French tranſlation, being originally ex- 


trated from the ſeventeenth of the ruin 
Fragments” of that writer. 

ef Mr. Hirzel (ſays tlie noted Lavater) had no oth- 

* er merit than that of writing his peaſant- philoſopher, 

gor rather of ſingling out and manifeſting this man, 

who was ſo really a man, his deſerts would have been 


6 { high. Hence I never ſee Kliyogg, without returning 


© new thanks to Mr. Hirzel for having drawn him from, 
his obſcurity. 
There are few men whom I have examined fo ri- 
gorouſly and whom I have obſerved on ſo many ſides 
and in ſo many different ſituations as Kliyogg ; and I 
can truly ſay that I have not found one, a ſingle 
one, who reſembled kinjc!f” fo much in all points; 

one 
X 

* The à in the ſecond j 5 of Mr, Laratei's nate is prononoced 

Hort among his coMmmry mer the Swiſs 
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© one who was ſo ſteadily, certainly, evidently, purely, 
© incorruptibly, ſubſtantially, all by himſelf ; was abſo- 
© lutely nothing but what he is, and deſigned to be; in 
© ſhort was fo ſingular in his kind, as this man, who is in 
© truth to me incomparable. 

© I have this moment read the new edition of his life ; 
© and could not but ſinile at the paſſages where the Xe- 
© nophon*®* of our Socrates has expreſled a fear of being 
© miſled by an exceſſive enthuſiaſm, in his deſcription of 
© ſome of thoſe fine ſituations in which he has ſeen him. 
Can there be need of excule in ſpeaking with warmth 
* of ſuch a man? None of all thoſe who know Kliyogg, 
© can venture to aflirm that too much has been ſaid of 
him; and I hall be pardoned by thoſe who know him, 
* for aſſerting that it is as difficult to deſcribe Kliyogg 
with the pcu, as it is to repreſent his features with the 
© pencil. 

© How often have I not perfuaded him to fit for me 
© to be painted? Three of the beſt portrait drawers and 
the moſt happy in their likeneſſes, have tried their ta- 
* lents upon him. I have uſed cvery effort to have him 
properly exhibited and taken. All the ſketches were 
* eaſily known, but not one was a perfect reſemblance. 
All appeared to me more or leſs wanting in expreſſion 
© and mind; fothat I have at length ablolutely renoun- 
* ced all hope of ſeeing this ſublime countenance rep- 
* relented, and handed down ſuch as it really is to the 
© univerſe and to poſterity. 

© What is thus ſaid of the portrait-painters of Kli- 
* yogg, mult equally happen to thoſe who under- 
take to trace his character. Whatever Mr. Hirzel 
© has {aid is exactly true: this and the other ſeparate 


feature ſtand correctly; but for the whole of the pic- 


ture, it is only Kliyogg when uit is not placed near 
him. Upon the compariſon, who mult not have been 
* forced to acknowledge, that Kliyogg has eluded eve- 


r 


* Yenophon was the Hiftorizn of the real Socrates, 
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ry kind of pencil? —I nothing blame then the painter ; 
© and as little the hiſtorian. Few can more highly el- 
© teem the talents and merits of the latter than myſelf; 
and aſſuredly none have read his book with more plea- 
* ſure. I may even add, that it will be diffieult for any 
to feel more profoundly the truth of his deſcriptions: 
And yet I mult alſo add that in my eyes the original 
© is above the copy; or rather a copy of ſuch an origt-- 
© nal is impoſſible. I muſt at the fame time confets, 
* that Mr. Hirzel has deſired to be an hiflorian, and by 
Nuo means a paregyriſt.—If on my fide, I endeavor to 
* make a like ſketch, I perceive the ſame traits, the 
© ſame expreſſions occurring to myſelf 3 as to this 
© reſpeQable biographer ;—and nevertheleſs I venture 
upon the ſame attempt. 

© I never found myſelf near Kliyogg, without having 
* his preſence, his energy, producing in me a kind of 
© ſentiment, ſuch as my heart never experienced at the 
* {fight of any other man. It was not a ſentiment which 
© partook of the warmth of enthuſiaſm: it was as if a 
© faint image of ideal man fought to acquire life and diſ- 
tinctneſs in my boſom. I felt pently riſing there an 
© emotion ſo ſingle, ſo delicate, fo difficult to be expreſ- 
© ſed, that it was neither reſpect, nor tenderneſs, nor 
even friendſhip : it was a ſoft expanſion of the foul : 
incorrupt human nature which penetrated me deli- 
* ciouſly with its preſence. 

© The true model of man, in all its ſimple unity— 
© before me. The totality of man the cultivator ; the 
© totality of the cultivator; of man diſengaged from 
© cares, conſtraints, and ſubſervience to a plan. A light 
© without dazzling 75 a warmth without efferveſcence; 
© a full ſentiment of what he is, without any preſump- 
tuous egotiſm; a confidence in himſelf which is en- 
© tire, but without pride. An intellett in no degree 
© brilliant, in no degree inquiſitive; but ſo ſound, ſo 
© inacceſſible to the corrupting breath of prejudice, ſa 
firm againſt ſeduction, that no labyrinth can miſlead it, 

For 
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For ever àmidſt the agitation of work, and yet paſſeſ- 
© {ing the calm belonging to repoſe. Full of a noble 
© impatience for action, joined to a+ polition the molt 
*Etranquil; and conſtantly confiued to his ſphere as the 
© ſun of his „a vortex and ſyſtem. How delightful to 
© {oe him act! His frankneſs and freedom from reſtyaint, 
© how noble | How he abandons to you his whole ſoul, 
without perceiving or luſpecting that he does it. How 
* all that be ſays goes ſtraight to its object! Always 
$ cold mixet(l with clay; always diamonds itrewed upon 
« the coarlett ſtuffs! He offers conſtantly one and the 
© {ame whole; nothing flowing except from this Whole; 
anch all flowing back to it. How the molt trivial things 
© which he lays. are in him and from him: How they 
carry the impreſſions of his individual character! How 
© all which l have related after bim, in ſpite of all my 
© efforts to exhibit it truly, has never been what I have 
© wiſhed to relate : has only been froth taken from the 
© lurface of a powerfub ſpring ; a body without a ſoul ; 
© an ordinary prattle, to expreſs the things which with 
© him are ſo naturally original, fo little borrowed !— 
© How certainly is he for me, a ſure thermometer of the 
© difeernment, probity, and fund of humanity of thoſe, who 
frequent kis company] How properly is he, to my 
© eyes, the acpuly of creating divinity What praiſe more 
true, and nevertheleſs more entire and complete can 
be beſtowed upon Kliyogg or any other man, than to 
© ſay, that his mode of thinking, his words and his ac- 
* tions are always in the moſt perfect harmony a def. 
© cription which is here as correct as it is maſterly. 

A word or two more as to his phyſiognomy and his 
portrait. Mr. Hirzel informs his reader, that Ai eyes 
© full of ire, and his countenance of uich the freſhneſs and 
color announce his good conflitution, have always a gay 
© and open air, which wiſplays to the phyſiognomiſl the whole 
* beauttes of his character, —Eyes which are merely full 
$ of fire, are nat preciſely the ſign of a fine mind: the 


author ſhould certainly much rather have ſaid full of 
5 hy light ; 
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© #742; luminous; and it is the fact with regard to Kli- 
* yogg. They are neither ſunk, prominent, half-formed, 
nor very open; vot o open as in the print of him. 
_ © His black eye-brows, which bend back upon a forehead 
* which is neither flat, nor oblique, nor too much round- 
ed, nor too much elevated, nor too low ; become him 
* wonGerfully. His noi has an extremely Gender oute 
© line ; and is always made too thick, as the painter pro- 
* ceeds in copying: The original always ſeemed to have 
it more poimed and delicate. The princeſſes of Darm- 
* ſtadt, ſo worthy of the auguſt rank derived from their 
* birth, and who were ſingularly affected with the ſerene, 
* open and natural air of this dear man; aſſured me, 
that he had the noſe of their illuſtrious mother; and I 
© know not whether this excellent princeſs or Kliyagg is 
* molt honored by this conformity. I bere inform my 
readers of a fact collected from an infinity of cblerya- 
tions. Whatever may be ſaid, and whatever pleaſant- 
ry it may excite, it is not the leſs demonſtrable, that the 
* Noſe, conſidered ſingly and independently of all the other 
© features, is the moſt important, deciſive, conſpicuous and 
* incapeble of diſuiſe, of all the features which belong to 
* human phyſiognomy®. 

+I return to Kliyogg. How expreflive is the noble 
* repole of his inimitable mouth; notwithſtanding the 
tane, fir too hard which is given to his portrait. It 
* denotes calm innocence, benignity, prudence, and re- 
ſolution. 

But it is-his chin particularly, which T admire: an 
© air lv manly without groſſneſs, ſo refined without ſub- 
* tlety ; having no veſtige cither of effeminacy or deli- 
© cacy I- kKliyogg can only gain, he can never loſe, in 
being examined by the eye of a true phyſiognomiſt. 
All the indents, all the thades of his cheeks, diffuſe 2 

| - 


* Dr. Geddes, the ſeriptore critic 2nd ttauſlstor, had a ſyſtem of 
phy ſiognomy founded upon noſe; ; which he divided into about twenty 
clafles, — The celrbtatt Li n hed angthey refreiting eys browy E. 
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* bis countenance the moſt harmonizing expreſſſon of 
© gravity, temperance, firmneſs, and inward tranquillity. 
© His car, ſtrongly marked, with its roundings and out- 

© lines, ſingularly agrees with the reſt.” 
The author here introduces fome Ae on 


the defects in the print of Kliyogg, which he preſents to 


his readers; but which is different from that given in 
the French edition of the Rural Socrates. Unfortunate- 
ly the preſent compilation has no Print to — 


it. J 
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SECTION n. 


Freſh Fr eflimonies concerning Kliyogg. ' Diſcuſſi ons The 


 Jpeding his preference of Oxen to PRs: and his * 

ee Pans. r. 
The Marquis de Mirabeau to the French Tr anſlater. 
Paris, November 8, 1762. 


* * I HAVE been charmed with the Rural Socrates. 
The reputation of this work is eſtabliſhed at Paris: but I 
have only my own ſentiments to relate at preſent. Let 
me then aſſure you, that I conſider it as one of the moſt 


uſeful books which has ever been publiſhed ; a ſublime 
pre- eminence, 


This nobleman is the celebrated author of that excellent work L'am 
des Hommet, on Traits de la population; ¶ The friend of men, or a — 
on population] ; which has been read with amazirg avidity in many parts 
of Europe. It is an admirable performance, and greatly deſerves the at- 
tention — this country, How much more deſerving a tranflation, than 
the frippery works we are ſo eager to copy! V. 

The Marquis de Mirabeau was father of the famous Comte de Mita - 
heap, and likewiſe of the Vicomte de Mirabeau ; who were ftrenuous 
actors on different fides in the French revolution. The Marquis was one 
of 2 incipal ſupporters of the Ephemerides du Citozen ; a AP pe- 

work on political economy. E. 
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pre-eminence, and which neceſſarily includes the quali- 
ty of being agreeable ; for the mind muſt be intereſted 
before it can receive ſolid inſtruction, ** With a view 
to what was agrecable in agriculture, I had encouraged 
a tranſlation into French, of 'Thomſon's Seaſons : But 
this work contained mere pictures and ſcenes of imagi- 
nation. While I was ſearching for ſomething which 
had in it reality and life, 1 found the Rural Socrates, 
which more than anſwered my expectations. It con- 
tains an example of the theory and practice of the moſt 
perfect and rational kind of huſbandry, and of the moſt 
noble philoſophy and moſt elevated piety. —Kliyogg is 
in every thing my hero. How doall our petty preju- 
dices ſink before him! What innate d/ynity / exhibited too 
ina man, who follows no other than the laws dictated 
by the Supreme Being * ! 

If my ſituation permitted me to travel, I ſhould ea- 
gerly ſeek the advantages and pleaſure to be derived 
from converſing with ſuch a character! 

Perhaps too 1 might convince him of the benefit (did 
his ſoil and extent of cultivation admit it) of ploughing 
with horſes, rather than with oxen; ſince one of my 
plough boys with two horſes will turn over regularly 
twoacres in a day, while he requires two men and four 
oxcn to do only the half of this in the ſame time?. 

I would inform him that there is nothing chimerical in 
his idea of a tribe [or ſcheme of extenſive family 
union]; ſince the c/ans of Scotland are in effect of this 
deſcription.—If it ſhould be ſaid, that theſe clans found 
an uninhabited country, in which to ſpread themſelves ; 
| would then inſtance the Haut. pentois of St. Omer in 
France; who occupy a ſuburb in a great city; and 

who, 


Many who thiok religion ridiculous, of courſe conceive lt inconſiltent 
with dignity : and to the feelings of ſuch the writer alludes, E, 


F M. de Mirabeau will allow me to aſſert that this is a moſt remarka- 
ble circumſtance : It is a pity he did pot add the ſoil, It is often dons 
in Norfolk, but only in the very light foils, and by no means equals ons 
tete in heavier lands, V. 
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who, though living by commerce, which neceſſarily 
mixes them with the world, yet by their rule of not 
marrying out of their family, have preſerved their lan- 


guage and manners, aud a prudent turn on which their 


proſperity is founded. 

But as an example {till more l the plau 
and courſe of life of the worthy Kliyogg, I wiſh to 
inform him, that Pincou a cultivator in Auvergne, had 
the ſame idea with himſelf on this ſubject, more than a 
century ago; and that having married his four chil- 
dren, he enjoined them to form themſelves into a tribe, 
and to maintain inviolably the ſacred band of family 
union, of community of property, and of integrity .— 
This worthy inſtitution has ſo much proſpered, that 
the Pincous have not only a principal ſeat of reſidence 
in the mountains, where are to be found all the conve- 
niences of life, with hofpitality, and even handſome 
apartments for ſtrangers of the very firſt quality; but 


many villages of which they are ſole inhabitants; and 


to which they furniſh the curates, lawyers, and other 
corretponding characters. The neceſſary arts of life 
are exerciſed in this tribe, for the tupply of their own 
community in the firſt inſtance; what is raiſed beyond 
being fold at markets and fairs, where every thing com- 
ing from them carries with it its own credentials.— 


Theſe are particulars which I learn only by report ; ; 


having in a journey, which I made this ſummer, paſſe 
within eight leagues of this remarkable eſtabliſhment, 
without knowing it. I ſhould however have turned 
back in order to ſee it, and to obtain the whole particu- 
lars ; had not my eſtates in Limouſin been only thirty 
leagues from the ſpot, ſo as to permit my doing it at a 
future time.* 
With reſpect to the family which you mention in the 
Upper Provence}, I am of that country, and yet never 
| heard 


More u ill be ſaid of this family. | 
+ de P'. 64. | 88 
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keard it named. Beſides, it ſeems that we have rather 
to inquire reſpecting the community of property and 
of intereſts in inſtitutions of this kind, than after a mere 
perſeverance in a retired life; the latter bordering on 
milery ; with which the former ſcheme has no relation. 
It is true, that Kliyogg ſecks to found an order of mo- 


naſlic huſbandmen*; but nature would be che baſis of it; 


without the aid of fanatic mortifications, or other vio- 
lent means, which are always ſeducing to warm and fu- 
perſtitious minds, iguorant of their real duties. In his 

project, every thing is ſimple, and conſequently great; 
** but the proje is at the ſame time ſingular, nod 
perhaps not ſuited to the conſtitution of a large empire, 


The Anſwer of the French : Tranſlator to the Marguis ; 
dated Beſte, Fanuary 4, 1763. 


* * * THE bookſellers who had the copy of the Ru- 
ral Socrates, finding the firſt edition nearly fold, propole 
a new one ; and I with to make {ome additions by way 
of Supplement, If you will allow me to include your 
intereſting letter, it will be a valuable acceſſion to the 
work. * * * | 3 

* * * [t ſeems that you mention only one point of 
diſagreement with Kliyogs ; [namely reſpecting his ox- 
en.] ** Your plough-boy goes through two acrcs 
each day with a pair of horſes. But is the foil as labo- 
rioas as that of Kliyogg ? Kliyogg you know alſo tells 
us, that four oxen coſt leſs than two horſes ; includ- 
ing the profit upon the carcaſes of the oxen when 
daughter ed ; with their cheaper keeping, aud the quan- 
tity and quality of their dung; advantages which are 
not to be overbalanced by their ſlownefs. I Know that 

an 


* The original ſays “ Cenobites Agricalteurs,” or culivatotd living # in 
commer, Monks are properly perſons living unmarried in retirement. — 
The writer however had in view, perſons who lead a family !ife, bot mix 
in a ſelect ſociety of their own relations, 
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an article in the Encyclopedie*® gives a decided prefer- 
Ence to horſes ; and that your opinion adds great 
weight to this deciſion. I admit allo that the fact on 
your ſide may be inconteſtable in a great part of 
France.—Yet may not there be a difference in Switzer- 
land; where our oxen ſ{cem much more powerful and 
active than in France, and our herbage better ſuited to 
their conſtitutions ? Our cattle alſo, when fattened, 
bear a much better price: Ihe belt of them being driv- 
en as far as Paris, and in time of war many being ſold 
to the armies; none but the cattle of Auvergne equal- 


ling them. On the other hand, the food of horſes is 


dearer in Switzerland, than in France, eſpecially oats. 
Perhaps laſtly, our horſes require extra food; at leaſt, 

in our late campaigns, I obſerved that the Swiſs horſes 
in our regiment ſuffered much more from the hard diet 
to which they were reduced, than thoſe of other coun- 
tries. * * *. 


Reply of the Marquis to the Frenc/r Tranſlator ; dated 
Paris, Fanuary 25, 1763. 


* * AM much pleaſed, for the ſake of the public, 
that the ſale of the Rural Socrates anſwers ſo well; nor 
do I 2pyrehend, that a ſecond edition has occaſion for 
any augmentations to give it equal ſucceſs.— l have al- 
ways been ſcrupulous of making alterations in the eſſays 
I publiſh, if they go through a ſecond edition; though 
certainly, there are very eſliential corrections wanting; 
for example, in the ſequel of LA des Hommes, I have 
expreſly contradicted what I had aſſerted as a funda- 
mental principle in the firſt work; namely, that pop- 
7 I was len- 
ſible of my error in miſtaking the cauſe for the effect, 
and have ſince advanced that population was the origin 
of wealth,” — The method was ſimple and caſy to 

have 


® See Cullnre des terre in ile original French Encyclopedie, 
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have eſtabliſhed this latter opinion by ſome flight chan- 
ges; but I made a point of not leſſening the value of 
the book to the firſt purchaſers ; and have invariably 
perſiſted in not changing the leaſt ſentence in works 
once publiſhed, but to do what was requiſite by way 
of appendix. 

The latter ſeems to be what you intend, inſtead of 
inſerting notes in the work it{elf,—T ſhould be glad ifthe 
letter I did myſelf the honor to addreſs to you, and which 
you are deſirous of printing in the ſupplement, could be 
of any weight or utility. Such as it is, Sir, you are 
to conſider it as your own property, not mine.—lI have 
felt it my duty, and I ought to adhere to it, never to 
print any thing for the future; but it would give me 
ſatisfaction to write any thing for the benefit of man- 
kind; and that ſo worthy a truſtee as yourſelf ſhould 
ſtamp a value upon it, which it certainly did not poſſels 
when it quitted my hands. 

ſn. B. M. de Mirabeau here proceeds again to ſpeak 
of the family of Pincous or Pignous in Auvergne; 
whole exiſtence he confirms. After ſome remarks on 
the ſubject, he reſumes his parallel between oxen and 
horſes ; a parellel which Mr. Arthur Young pronoun- 
ces unfatisfaftory ; aſſerting from his own ** attentive 
© experience, that two oxen are maintained much 
cheaper than two horſes, and will do equal work.” 

The following extracts only therefore are added 
from the concluſion of the letter.) 

am yet of opinion that it would not be of advantage 
to Kliyogg to uſe horſes upon a ſmall farm. *** Thus 
the reſult of all our reaſoning ſtill is, that the Rural So- 
crates according to the circumſtances of his ſituation is 
an excellent farmer ard a very praiſe-worthy citizen. 

* * * Agricultural queſtions bowever are of the 
greateſt conſequence to the proſperity of a ſtate ; and 
of courſe to the multiplication and happineſs of the hu- 

man ſpecies. Experiment and calculation are the grand 
paſts of true agricultural icience ; a ſcience of 9 the 

awe 
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dawn at preſent manifeſts itſelf, and of which the per- 
fect day it is to be hoped will ultimately illuminate our 
poſterity. Till that period ſhall arrive, continue, Sir, 
a ſtudy which readers you ſo uſeful to mankind, 

I experience on my fide a ſatisfaction in the proſpect, 
which is perhaps greater than I merit. —Thoſe charita- 
ble perſons who recommend our detaching ourſelves 
from this world with a view to becoming more perfect, 
(and in which generally ſpeaking they are right) ; 
tell us, that it is the ſame at our lait hour, whether we 
have lived many or few years.—And this is true for 
men who are ſolely qccupied with their pleaſures, or 

their own little contratted advantages; for to them the 
paſt is nothing, But for thoſe who are occupied with 
the good of others; who have fowed in the paſt, reap- 
ed in the preſent, and ſee new fruits ſtill forming; it is 
highly important to have lived, to live, and to hope for 
longer life. This does not imply that they will be ſo 
wrapped up in the proſpect of future enjoyment from 
their Jabors, as not to reſign the {cene quietly when 
called away from it. Their exertions and the pleaſures 


| they derive from them have a foundation independent 


of their fondneſs for life. It is ſelf love which deſcending 
into the tomb with its victim, reprets the paſt which is 
over, as well as the future which flies from it ; But the 
loye of others leads us to dwell with delight on the recol- 
lection of the virtuous acts, which ſich a ſentiment has 
Inſpired ; and we bleis our neighbors when we quit 
them, ard are copſoled that we die ſingle and leave oth- 
ers to  ſarvive us.-—This then is the belt temper of mind 
to recommend to beings who are gifted with thought 
and feeling, but are formed to periſh, You, Sir, are in 
the habit of poſlſeſſing this temper ; and I am perhaps 
authorized, but certainly intereſted, to recommend you 
to perſiſt in it. | 


Lauer tifement 
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Advertiſement by the French Tranſlator. 


THAT I might leave nothing omitted (ſays the 
Tranſlator) capable of clearing up the important queſ- 
tion reſpecting oxen and horſes, at leaſt with reſ⸗ 
pet to Switzerland, I addreſſed my inquiries to 
one of the Swiſs moſt worthy to contend with M, 
de Mirabeau; to a perſon to whom antient Greece 
would have erected ſtatues, and to whom thoſe of his 
countrymen capable of eſtimating his merit have erect- 
ated ſtatues in their hearts, This friend of mankind 
and excellent citizen is M. Tichifteli, Secretary of the 
Supreme Council and Vice-Preſident of the Economical 
Society of Berne. ** It is to his excellent views and 
indefatigable excrtions, that the latter, which is one of 
the fineſt inſtitutions in Switzerland * * owes its exiſt- 
ence and active principles. XK 


Letter addreſſed by M. Tjchiffeli to the Freneh Tranſla- 
ior. 


ALL the obſervations of the Marquis de Mirabeau on 
the contracted and diladvantageous ſcale of huſhandry: 
purſued by our Kliyogg, may be reduced to this general 
queſtion—Is it more profitable to plough with horſes or 
with oxen ! a very material inquiry, which deſerves a 
thorough examination in every country, diſtri, or par- 
ticular eſtate, and under all poſlible circumſtances, 

The authority of Monſieur de Mirabeau, the firſt 
genius, perhaps, of the age in comprehending the true 
principles of agriculture, is undoubtedly of conſiderable 
weight : nor can any perſon have a more exalted re- 
ipect for that nobleman's knowledge and zeal for the 
good of mankind. I know him under the title, ſo juſt- 
ly acquired, of Pami des hommes | the friend of men :]— 
but we arc each of us in ſearch of truth; and I am under 
no apprehenſions of offending him by differing in opin- 
on on a capital point cf agriculture. 


nds UG ſ. i —2 — —ñ—ͤ — — Cao. 9—ꝗ—ß — 


182 THE RURAL SOCRATES. 


I eſtabliſh it as a fundamental rule, wherever the 
roads are not excellively ſtony, nor the eſtate extreme- 
ly ſtcep, that it is of more general advantage to uſe oxen 
tor draught, than horſes; with ſome exceptions, how- 
ever, where the trade in horſes is conſiderable, and 
that in horned cattle ſcarcely opened at all: a cafe rare in 
molt parts of the world, and ſeldom or never met with 

in Switzerland. —My remarks will be chiefly confined 
ro that country, as the only one I am ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with. 

The only ſenſible advantage of holes over oxen, 
either in drawing or ploughing, conſiſts in the greater 
vigor and ſpeœed, with which horſes execute their work, 
other things being equal ; for experience evinces, that 
four very robuſt oxen, forward as much buſineſs as 
four horſes indifferently maintained without oatsF, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of our peaſants.—But other thiogs 
being equa), Iwill ſet at one third the ſuperior ſwift- 
neſs and vigor of horſes, that is, I allow four horſes to 
do the ſame work as ſix oxen ; which is all I can poſſibly 
grant; and ſome laborers of good judgment, whom ! 
have conſulted, will ſcarcely admit one fifth difference. 
The general prepoſſeſſion here in favor of oxen, may 
perhaps, account for this. Vou will pleaſe to obſerve, 
Sir, that this advantage, however great it appears, 
will be immaterial, in all farms, that like ours in 
general, are too ſinall to employ a team of horſes 
throughout the year. Our fortunes are too contract- 
ed, our corn-countries too populons, and our eſtates too 
dear, to admit of making extenſièe purchaſes. Fifty 
acres of arable land, the fame quantity of meadow, and 
paſturage in proportion, are with us conſidered as large 
farms : there are very few of greater dimenſions. Nay, 
it is found by experience, that an eſtate of that ſize ſeldom 
Produces more than of half what is made of the ſame 

number 


* Horſes maintained with: v! oats! What are we to undeiftagd by 
tn? F. 
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number of acres divided between two or three occupi- 
crs.—lf there is not ſuſſicient employment for draught 
horſes upon the farm all the year, they muſt either be 
turned upon the ſtubble, or uſed in the carriage of 
goods for others: in the firit caſe their keeping is more 
expenſive than that of oxen ; and in the ſecond, the 
plough-man become a waggoner is on the road to ruin; 
as is fatally exemplified in ſome parts of the Pais de 
Vaud, where miſerable teams of horles periſh with fa- 
tigue and hunger in road waggons. The manure is loſt 
to the land ; the plough-man becomes a drunken carrier, 
and is quarrelſome and diſſipated; habits very improp- 
er for a huſbandman, the baſis of whoſe art* is temper- 
ance and application. 

M. de Mirabeau, in his letter, computes the mainte- 
nance of horſes to be three times dearer than that of 
oxen ; but ſays at the ſame time, that the expence ſhould 
frſt of all be deducted from the clear profit of what he 
calls the great culture ; which, after ſuch deductions, 
he ſtill makes amount to more than ten times the mo- 
ney that has been expended. But he will permit me to 
ſuggeſt the impoſlibility that ſuch luxuriant crops. can 
be the effect merely of ploughing with horſes, With 
our draught-oxen we certainly cut as deep and equal 
furrows, as can be performed with the beſt horſes. We 
beſtow three, and ſometimes four ploughings upon fallow 
lands, and very often two {for our ſpring fowings.] 
I very much doubt if this be carried much farther in 
France; and, perhaps, there is not any country in Eu- 
rope where the (oil is more carefully cukivated than in 
Switzerland; yet our harveſts are vaſtly inferior to 
thoſe the Marquis ſpzaks of. It does not ſeem to be 
to the nature of the draught uſed in the plough, but 
to the ſoil and climate that we muſt attribute the caule : 
and if the fact is certain, that in France, after the 
deductions made for the expence of horſes, the clear pro- 
duce is ten to one preater, the cheap means of fattening 
cattle muſt be a {till farther additional profit to the gra- 
zier. Our 
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Our manner of calculating in Switzerland is thus 
The ſubſiſtence of {ix oxen, at about tliree or four 


years old, does not colt more than that of four dravght 


horſes*, including the expence of forage. This has 
been tried and verified by a thoufand inſtances, ſo that 
every thing decides in favor of oxen : the latter are 
infinitely lels delicate than horles, are leſs liable to dit- 
tempers and accidents, and are muciz more regular in 
Izbor.—Eatiog their food much quicker than horſes, 13 
an article that gains two hours daily; one of which, at 
leaſt, may be employed in working. —As our land is, in 
general, hot and gravelly, the manure of oxen is greatly 
preferable to thet of horſes. —The manure of hor- 
fes waſtes and evaporates in the farm yard and field, 
more ſpeedily than that of oxen ; and we are convinc- 
ed that the value of the manure of cattle exceeds, in gen- 
eral, that of horſes a fourth part, and ſometimes one 
half. Theſe are no inconſiderable advantages; but that 
which far ſurpaſſes them all is, »that every cultivator, 
who has the leaſt degree of underſtanding, may an- 
nually make of eyery team of four oxen, a clear pro- 
fit of 61. 118. 3d. or 71. 178. 6d. ſetting their food in 


oppoſition to their labor, If he buys his beaſts at three 


years old, and ſells them again at four, there is almoſt 
an ablolute certainty of his gaining a louis and half, or 
two louis a head. This advantage may be extended 
much farther when the peaſant has a right in any pub- 
lic paſturage, and can breed his own.cattle. Whoever 
has been informed, that in the greateit part of Switzer- 


land, particularly in the German diviſion f of the canton 
of 


* This is a valuable fact: now if thelr oxen ate equal to thoſe I uſed 
in Suffolk, what an amazing ſuperiority for the ox culture ! Theſe poiots 
of proportion, the expences of certain pratices, &c. ate very important cir- 
cumftances, as it is upon a ſelection of ſuch that theſe diſputable points 
can alone be reconciled. Y, 


+ Switzerland at large is divided into the German, French, and Ital. 
ian diftrits, according to the langue ges prevailing in its ſevetal parts, 
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of Berne, a pair of oxen of three years old, that have 
been in good paſture, commonly ſell from ten to fifteen. 
louis, will not be ſurpriſed at what I have advan- 
ced. | | 
It is far otherwiſe with horſes. Beſides that their 
price is ſubject to very great and frequent variations, 
there is great danger in uſing young horſes for heavy 
and conſtant labor. The lighteſt accident to a draught 
horſe may be a very ſenſible loſs to the farmer, whilſt 
a lame ox is not at all the worſe when fatted for mar- 
ket. Add to all this, it the farmer ploughs with hor- 
ies in their full vigor, he has no other advantage to ex- 
pect than during the time they can work : He ſinks a 
large capital, which; inſtead of proving beneficial, 
waſtes every day, and is reduced to nothing at the end 
of a few years. All theſe conſiderations induce our. 
moſt judicious cultivators to rate the advamage of 
drawing with oxen inſtead of horſes at BL 15s. one* 
year with another?. | | 


Farther 


2 This res ſoning is ſenſible ; and as it coincides with our experience 
in England, on this compariſon, there is the greater _ reaſon to acknow- 
ledge its juſtneſs, The arguments here uſed, are the ſame as we hear 
moit commonly uſed among ourſelves in thoſe counties where oxen are 
yet worked. Upon the whole, this compariſon of horſes and oxen high- 
ly deſerves farther attention. —-The Marquis de Mirabeau, in a preceding 
paper, quotes the Encyelopedie on this ſubjeR : I have read the memoir» 
of that work on the ſubject of agriculture ; they are extremely ſenſible, 
and call alond for a tranſlation into Engli/5. Among other articles, they 
contain an elaborate compariſon between horſes and oxen ; decided in fa- 
vor of the former, This compariſon abounds with many circumſtances 
very curious, and throws much light on the ſubjeR, and at the ſame time 
explains, in a good meaſure, the reaſon why the French prefer horſes ſo 
much, * 

V. 5. The Marquis de Mirabeau not only refers in his letters to the ar- 
tiele Culture des terren but to the article Fermier; both of them in the 


old French Encyclopedia. E. 
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Farther Anecdotes concerning the Family of Pincon, men 
tioned by the Marquis de Mirabean, collected by the 
French Tranſlator. 


IN the Zournal Economique for December 1755, are 
two memoirs on the origin of the Pincou family. —1 con- 
ceive that an abſtract of them may be agreeable to thoſe 
readers who have not had an opportunity of meeting 
with the journal. The facts related are too analogous 
to the hiſtory of Kliyogg for me to fear impropriety in 
placing them together. 

At ſome leagues diſtance from the town of Thiers 
© in Auvergne, is a very habitable caſtle ; the ſeat of a 
* ſmall barony, called Saudon.—About four hundred 

« years ſince it was purchaſed by a numerous family of 
peaſants, in whole poſſeſſion it has continued heredita- 
ry to this day.—This family obtained, at the ſame 
© time, a perpetual diſpenſation from the pope to-marry 
© within certain degrees where marriages are otherwiſe 
© deemed unlawful. Such a mark of conſideration is a 
© proof of the virtuous regulations that then ſubſiſted 
© amongſt theſe honeſt people; and likewiſe of their 
© apprehenſions of relaxing their diſcipline and man- 
© ners, ſhould they marry out of their own family. 
They have a tradition, which carries their origin 
much higher; namely, that eleven hundred years ago, 
© one of their anceſtors, a man of great wealth, the fa- 
© ther of a numerous progeny, and advanced in years, 
© gave his children to underſtand : ** That their way of 
living muſt be greatly diminiſhed, if, after his death, 
they ſhould, as was cuſtomary, divide his fortune in- 
© to ſeparate portions ; and that, if they were deſirous 
© to be wiſer than the generality of men, they muſt 
oy 16 1 in the ſame united ſtate as under his parental 
« roof.” -— They did not fail to raiſe many objections 
© to this propoſal ; and the moſt weighty one was, the 
© privation of an authority, ſuch as he had exerciſed, and 


© which his ſuperior wiſdom rendered ſo reſpectable. — 
He 
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He had foreſeen and guarded againſt all the difficulties 
they feared ; and replied, that good inſtitutions, firm- 
© ly adhered to, would defend them from all inconve- 
* miencies capable of fruſtrating their ſcheme. The fa- 
ther compoſed a code for the uſe of his children, which 
they moſt cordially accepted, and ever ſince have re- 
* Iigiouſly obſerved. 

By theſe laws the whole parental authority devolves 
to a general aſſembly of the family. This aſſembly diſ- 
cuſſes their various intereſts, applies remedies to their 
* grievances, and decides what meaſures are moſt eligi- 
© ble. A man is not admitted to theſe deliberations till 
* he is twenty years of age. The aſſembly appoints a 

* preſident to take care of the money, to (i ign reſolutions, 
and to conduct affairs in general; but he is reſtrained 
to the diſpoſal of ten piſtoles; bey 'ond which ſum the 

* aſſembly muſt determine. 

* 'They never require of the preſident an account of 
© his adminiſtration ; nur have they ever repented this 
fingular confidence. Their great maxim, and the 
foundation of all their rules, is, an implicit reverence 
for their own family; which is inſtilled in infancy. 
© This principle is characterized in many anecdctes.— 
Their ſecond maxim is, never to ſoar above their 
original rank. —Thus the Pignous, which is the fami- 
© ly name“, have never varied from other peaſants in the 
« articles of dr cſs, food, and lodging. They are call. 
© ed by their chriſtian name. The preſident alone has 
the ticle of Mr.: they call him Maſter Pignou.--AJl 
© follow the plough with their laborers. 

The children are educated in common without any 
diſtinction, by a woman intruſted with the care of 
© them to a certain age. She has alſo the ſuperintend- 
© ance of the dairy, and of the ſervants belonging to it. 

© The family rules extend to domeſtics, who are to 
© be preſent at morning and evening prayers, and to be 
* regular in the practice of all Chriſtian duties. If 


* M. de Mirabeau calls it Piacou; but ] ſoppoſe Pignou is the pre- 
vincial way of ſounding it, F. 
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| 
| 
| 
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© If any of the younger branches of the family happen 
* to detach themſelves from it, they receive a proper 


© dividend of the public money. It generally happens 


© that theſe repent, and are deſirous to return;— but 


* this is a hopeleſs with, and againſt the rules of the So- 
a ciety, which allows no re-admiſſion to thoſe who once 


* abandon it, —Notwitkſtanding a great decreaſe by 
« ſickneſs for ſome years paſt, there yet remain eight 


© heads of families. 


© The Pignous make the moſt laudable uſe of wealth. 


6 They are charitable to the poor and hoſpitable to 


© ſtrangers : they are beloved, reſpected, and admired. 
© —Many noble families, as well as thoſe of peaſants, 
© have unſucceſsfully attempted to imitate their rule of 


© life. The former have turned the ſcheme into parties of 


«* pleaſure; and the latter have found it impracticable to 
© arrive at that point of union and proſperity which diſ- 
© tinguiſhes the family of Pignou.—Undoubtedly none 
© of theſe have laid the ſame permanent foundation for 
the happineſs they were in ſearch of, in piety, bene- 
* volence, diſintereſtedneſs, ſimplicity, and attachment 
to buſineſs; qualities, without which it is impoſſible 
* to form a happy ſociety, or procure peace and compe- 
© tence. 

© Several intendants of the province have oratified 
their curioſity in viſiting the Pignous.— M. le Blanc, 
* ſince ſecretary at war, dined at the caſtle, was honor- 

© ably entertained, and inſiſted on Maſter Pignou's pre- 

* ſiding at table. Delighted with their manners and 
* cuſtoms, he made a recital of them to Louis XIV. 
Some time after Maſter Pignou being obliged to go to 


Paris on various buũneſs; he paid his compliments to 


M. le Blanc, who preſented him to the King. Louis 
* aſked him ſeveral queſtions, and was ſo charmed with 
* his replies, that he ordered that the tax of the Pignous 
© ſhould never exceed ſix hundred livres; and made him 
, 2 7 to * the nter of his journey. T“ 

Theſe 
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Thele are the moſt intereſting particulars in the firſ? 
memoir.—'The /econd differs from it in ſeveral articles. 
It is-true they were written in different years ; the firſt 
being dated in 1739, and the ſecond being a recent ac- 
count.; but this does not ſufficiently explain the varia- 
tion. How much is it to be wiſhed that the Marquis 
de Mirabeau, or ſome other friend to human nature, 
would take the trouble of receiving exact and circum- 
{tantial information on the ſpot, of all that relates to 
this extraordinary family! The public would eſteem it 
an invaluable preſent, In expecting that pleaſure, 1 
ſhall give the purport of the ſecond memoir. 


* 'ThePignous, propietors of Saudon, about half a league 
from Thiers in Auvergne, have lived there near three 
hundred years. Their common eſtate brings in more 
than two hundred thouland franks; conſiſting of mea- 
* dows, vineyards, arable land, and other heritages. 
But they have no lordſhips or manors, excepting the 
© fief of Saudon, which is of ſmall value. 

This family has branched into four diviſions, who 
live together within the ſame buildings. There are 
never more, nor leſs ; for they keep in the ſamily onh 
* thoſe who are deſigned to intermarry and ſucceed their 

parents; Whilſt the reſt of the children are ſettled in 
the adjacent villages with a fortune of 211. 175. 6d. 
The daughters have alſo a cheſt of linen, and ſome 
* houſhold furniture of ſmall valoe, ſuch as peaſants re- 
* quire ; the Pignous not being in outward appearance, 
different from their laborers. 

The maſter is the only man amongſt them who wears 
© leathern ſhoes. —The women wear them, becauſe they . 
© never work in the field. There is particular care be- 
© ſtowed on the education of theſe. They are maintain- 
© ed in a convent at the general expence, till they are of 
© an age to become ſettled. If it happens that one 
branch of the family has only a daughter, who is con- 

ſequently 


— — 
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ſequeutly heireſs to one fourth part of the eſtate, they 
* marry her to the ſon of another branch, to keep vp 
© the number of their chiefs, 

They take care ezrly to impreſs their children 
© with {uch a reſpe&t for their family and for its 
© jinſtitatiors ; that there has never been an inſtance of 
any of the chiefs entertaining the moſt diſtant idea of 
© {eparating from the community; nor of any of the 
© {ons or daughters, who have left the caſtle, deſiring 
© any addition to their fortune, fmall as it is. About 
* forty years ago, the widow of one of their chiefs, who 
© bad ay only daughter, was folicited to marry ſome 
* gentleman herſelf, as a means of eſtabliſhing her daugh- 
© ter, in a manner ſuitable to her large fortune. This 
< worthy woman anſwered in her provincial dialect, 
© that ſhe never could conſent to put ſuch an indignity 
on the family and cuſtoms of the Pignous ! 

© Though property is equally divided amongſt the 
four chiefs, the principal authority Teſts with the 
« maſter, who is choſen from the other chiefs. 

© 'The callle is large, but the apartments are fur- 
© nithed in the moſt plain and humble manner.— M. de 
© {a Granville, who was travelling that way, ſtopped at 
© Maſter Pignou's. Some of his company were for ad- 


* viling the maſter to fur niſh at leaſt one apartment ele- 


« gantly, as a mark of diſtinction; but the intendant, 
© wiler than they, demonſtrated to them that ſimplicit 
was effential to ſuch an eſtabliſhment ; and that when 
© once they made a diſtinction in apartments, it would 
© ſoon be followed by other innovations which would in- 
© terrupt the happineſs of this little republic. 

The Pignou family are remarkably bountiful to poor 
© travellers, who are cordially received, fed, and even 
© lodged, if they chance to be benighted. They alſo 
receive well all viſitants, providing the beſt en- 
© tertainment iu their power, according to their rank; 
© which makes them exceedingly bonored aud eſteemed 
+ ja the province Aud what Maſter Pignou decides 

© in 
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in any controverſy, paſſes in general, with the pea- 
© ſants, for an infallible decree.” 


I cannot (ſays the French Tranſlator) forbear com- 
municating the judicious reflexions of my journaliſt, with 
which I ſhall conclude.—** We ſhould accuſe our- 
e ſelves,“ ſays he, © if we neglected to recommend to 
{© obſervation, theſe ſolid effects of economy and order: 
e ſuch as the plenty it procures, the concord it main- 
„ tains, the tranquillity it beſtows ! By its influence, 
labor is ſoftened, jealouſy extinguiſhed, equality rel- 
« tored ! What extraordinary bleſſings may we not 
© hope from it, in intelligent and enlightened perſons 
united upon the ſame principles; productive of ſo 
© much good even amongſt {imple pealants ! What an 
e acceſſion of opulence and {trength to a ſtate, to have 
© collection of theſe ſmall republics formed within 
<« itſelf ! A manly and ſublime ſimplicity would ſucceed 
eto effeminate luxury: moderation, the daughter of 
{© induſtry, would treaſure the riches thus acquired; 
©« and mankind would at laſt be convinced, that the 
© moſt infallible means to defy poverty is to renounce 
„ apulence, and to fly from the immoderate uſe of 
© what we poſlels, Children educated in theſe. max- 
„ ims, would renew that purity of manners, of which 
© the lols is more to be regretted every day; whilſt the 
{© earth cultivated by their innocent hands, would no 
longer diſappoint chimerical expectations by its ſte- 
© rility. Surely we have better motives than the 
e terrible conſequences of a revolution, to bring us 
back to nature!“ 


Anecdotes 
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Anecdotes of the Family of Fleuriot, known in Lov- 
raine by the Name of Valdajon ; by the Count de 
Treſſan; with an Introduction and Remarks by the 
French Tranſlator. 


'THE piece before us is by the Count de Treſſant.— 
In reading the Rural Socrates, he recollected the ſeve- 
ral particulars of a journey he took ſome years ſince, 
from a deſire of gaining a perfect information concern- 
ing a family of peaſants, as philoſophical, and perhaps 
even yet more to be reſpected than Kliyogg ; and whole 
character and inſtitutions peculiarly affected the ſenſibil- 
ity of M. de Trefſan.—He not only paid due deference 
to the work of M, Hirzel ; but the friendſhip with 
which he honors me, palliated the imperfections of my 
tranſlation ; nor did he diſdain to oblige me in the fol- 
lowing memoir, with a parallel to the Rural Socrates. 


A league anda half from Plombieres, in that part of 
© the Volges, which borders on Franche Comte a pretty 
« extenſive valley is formed by ſeveral openings betwixt 
© the hills, which has a chearful appearance, and ſhews 
© the {kill and aſſiduity of the cultivators. 

* Theſe conſiſt of a ſingle family, who occupy four . 
* or five houſes : they are brought up in the ſame prin- 
* ciples; they are governed by a chief choſen out of 
© their body for his age and wiſdom ; and are inceſ- 
« ſantly employed in aſſiſting the public, in educating 
© their children, in comforting the diſtreſſed, and in 


* tilling the ground, 
This 


+ Lieutenant. General in the French ſervice, Governor of Bitche and 
German Lorraine, lord chamberlain of the houſhold to the Poliſh King 
Staniſlaus, and member of the academies of ſciences at Paris, Berlin, Lon- 
don, Edinburgh, Nantz, Metz, &c. F. 


The Count de Treſſan, was a friend of Voltaite's and a poet. He died 
K an advanced age. E. 
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This family, whoſe name is Fleuriot, is better diſ- 
* tinguiſhed by that of Valdajon, given to the country 
* and village which it inhabits. 

For many years paſt, the chiefs have principally ſtu- 
died that part of ſurgery which reſpects fradures and 
* diſlocations. Repeated cures have added reputation 
to their knowledge; whillt remarkable piety and ex- 
* emplary charity have juſtly acquired them the charac- 
* ter of virtuous men. 

The moſt peculiar modeſty, the ſincereſt fraternal 
* tenderneſs, are conſpicuous in the manners of this 
* happy family ; which is now ſufficiently numerous and 
© remote from its common ſtock not to be obliged to 
* contract foreign alliances. | 

© 'The late Duke Leopold“, touched with admiration 
* for the virtues inherent in the Fleuriots, and ſenſible 
that every part of their conduct merited a Civic Crown 
* and that they had proved the greatneſs of their ſouls 
© by the moſt diſintereſted beneficence ; was deſirous to 
© ennoble them. 

The families aſſembled; and the heads of them were 


© unanimous to return their grateful thanks to their ſo- _ 


© vercign for the honor he intended them, but declined 
the acceptance of it. Our poſterity, (ſaid they, in 
an addreſs equally wiſe and dutiful) may, perhaps, 
*« {ee objects in a different light from ourſelves ; intox- 
te jcated with the pride of nobility, they may diſpenſc 
© themſelves from the duty of relieving the poor; de- 
ce ſpile tlie cultivation of their eſtate ; the bleſſing of 
«© heaven will no longer proſper their undertakings ; 
« diſcord will divide them; and they will ceaſe to be 
% happy.”—* They refuſed a patent of nobility ; but 
©that, traced in their ſouls, has always remained indel- 


© ible ! g 
p The 


* One of the Lorraine family ; a family ſince united. to the Auſtiian 
toyal family, The late Queen of France ſprang frem ite united hooſes, R. 


u. Na | 
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© The cures performed by the Fleuriots are almoſt 
incredible, and have often excited envy. 

*'The firſt time I was at Plombieres, I informed my- 
« ſelf particularly of what related to them; and as | 
* commanded in that part of Lorraine, it was eaſy for 
me to inveſtigate the truth of all I wanted to know.— 
© Some with whom I converſed, talked of the Fleuriots 
© with as much regard, as admiration ; whilſt a very 
© \mall number, who, I thought, ought to have under- 
* ſtood the ſubject beſt, ſeemed deſirous to varniſh with 
6 ſuperſtition and ignorance the proceſs of the Fleuri- 
ots in their ſurgical operations. Truth appeared to 
me cleareſt in the molt favorable reports :—I regard- 
© ed it then as an honorable duty to examine facts with 
my own eyes, and to take proper precautions not to 
© be deceived. 

© As I have always, at leiſure hours, made anatomy 
© one of my ſtudies ; I underſtood enough of it to diſ- 


_ © tinguiſh real ſcience from impoſture. 


] went to Valdajon privately, with only one attend- 
© ant, in a plain dreſs ; as a ſtranger whom chance had 
N brought to their habitations. I ſtopped at one of the 
* firſt houſes, and, on my entrance, every thing I ſaw 
« edified and affected me. lt is with difficulty I refrain 
from deſcribing the neatneſs and regularity of each 
© article, with the obliging manners of the inhabitants. 
* True hoſpitality ſhewed itſelf in its moſt natural and 
© touching forms. 

* My object being to know the degree of information 
© of = more ſkilful among them, in an art founded on 

© aſcertained and correct principles; I had no ſooner 
© refreſhed myſelf, and noticed with admiration what- 

ever reſpected their rural economy and domeſtic go- 
© vernment ; than I aſked if they had any books. "They 
a anſwered, that their principal books were depoſited 
© in a neighboring houle, occupied by an aged chief of 
© the family. Being conducted thither, I was received 


© by a reſpectable old man, who under a ruſtic form 
; « poſſeſſed? 
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* poſſeſſed ſoft and poliſhed manners. As I found no 
difficulty in beginning my converſation, I aſked him what 
principles he had ſtudied in his art. Good books, 
© nature, and experience, (he replied) were the only 
© maſters of my anceſtors ; I have no other; and the 
„lame ſyſtem will paſs to our children.” He then 
* opened a large cabinet, plain in itſelf, but rich by the 
furniture it contained. I found in it the beſt books 
© in ſurgery, antient and modern ; ſkeletons, male and 
female, of four or five different ages; other ſkeletons 
* taken' to pieces and the parts thrown indiſcriminately 
together, in order to be united by an exerciſe of ſkill ; 
and laſtly, curious models to ſhew the muſcular ſyſ- 
© tem. 

„Here (ſaid he,) we teach what is neceſſary for the 
4 relief of our fellow creatures. We inſtruc our chil- 
e dren to read and to underſtand what they read. Thoſe 
„ of them who have the turn for it, know theſe bones 
and muſcles before they are ten years old; and after 
„ ſeparating, can join them again, Here is a large 
6 preſs filled with bandages and ligatures proper for 
„ different caſes, with tickets to mark them. - Our 
«© children are taught early alſo to join practice to 
theory; and on this occaſion, the goats you lee ferd- 
« ing and even our dogs are made the victims. The 
very acts of cruelty exerciſed on theſe victims extin- 
4e puiſhes however the principle of cruelty ; for we en- 
courage our children to feel for the crigs of theſe ani- 
© mals, and to cheriſh them under their ſufferings ; and 
© they ſoon learn to heal their wounds“. Such are the 
\< leſſons 1 received ; ſuch are thoſe we teach; and the 
pleſſing of God has attended our endeavors.” 4 


4 


® Such pain ſhould only be inflited on animals, where it is probable 
that it will lead to a ſuperior good either to men or the brute crea- 
tion, Experiments here withou an object, or made more diſtreſſiog 
than is needful ; are crimes againſt th God of nature. E. | 
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J am unable to expreſs the tenderneſs and reſpect 
© with which I was penetrated at this moment. I em- 
© braced the virtuous old man. I made mylelf known 
to him; and intreated, if he deſigned to give me plea- 
* ſure, that be would acquaint me how 1 could be of 
© uſe to himſelf or to ſome one of his family. | 

© He pointed to the houſes, fields of grain, and gar 
dens, which ſurrounded us. The proſpect beſore 
you (laid he) ſupplies our wants ; and Providence 
having bleſſed our labors, we have even ſome means 
* left for comforting the wretched. Every thing be. 
« yond what is ncedful for our ſmall expences, would 
ebe uſeleſs : it might even become pernicious, by ex- 


© citing inordinate deſires in our children. But, Sir, 


you have the happinc{s: to be in high office near our 
© dear and auguſt ſovereign: Deign to tell him, that 
all our ſeveral families lift their prayers to heaven 
for the continuance of his precious life; and that the 
„ Fleuriots will always .codeavor to be uſeful to the 
diſtreſſed, that they may be ranked among the | belt 
© ſubjects of the moſt beneficent of all monarchs*.,” 

I a relation were required of multiplied compound 
fractures cured inthe ſame patient, I could furniſh not 
only one, but many accounts; for which I could 
* vouch upon the evidence of my own eye-fight. _ 

© The Marquis de Voyer and M. de St. Lambert, 
y hoſe abilities and information are ſo univ erſally 
| * known, 


_ * Staniſlaus, then Ex-King of Poland. He kept his throne while 
Charles XII. of Sweden was in power ; but afterwards gave way to the 
better ſoitunes of King Auguſtus IT, who was ſupported ty the Ruſſians, 

His daughter was martied to Louis XV. of France, By her icfluence 
he was not only allowed to retain his title; but had Lorraine given to him 


to govern for life, He ſucceeded ſome of the moſt popular princes in 


that country that have been known any where in modern times, and add- 
ed one tothenumber, He was the oſtenſible author of the Cuvret dun 
y biloſophe bienfa i/ant, publiſhed in 4 volumes 8vo, and not only did 
much good in Lorraine, but ornamented i: with {evera] boildings, which 
are well knewn to travellers, E. 
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* known, have had the ſame curiolity reſpecting this 
family with myſelf, and will certify the ſame facts. 

As to the agriculture of the Fleuriots, I give no de- 
* tails on the ſubject. It will eaſily be preſumed that 
perſons 1o prudent and weil inſtructed, have the ſame 
* fundamental principlcs with the able and induſtrious 
* Kliyogp. A parallel between them would neverthe- 
© leis do honor to humanity, and furniſh excellent let- 
+ 1ons.., Perſons of reflection and ſenſibility, in ſhort, 
© will alw: 'ays With eagerneſs pay a juſt tribute to men 
das yet ſo rare, but whole example requires ſo much 
to be imitated,” 


Remarks by the French Tranſlator. 


Who is there poſſeſſed of the leaſt ſentiment, on 
whom the above charming relation does not make a 
deep impreſſion, and who does not fcel intereſted in 
every particular which concerns the Fleuriots ? 
In the Journal Economigque for December, 17 55, 
p. 76, we have the means of gratifying perſons of this 
deſcription, by an intereſting letter. written by M. de 
Morand, doctor regent of the faculty of medicine at 
Paris. His teſtimony alone would be deciſive on the 
ſubject, if we have need of teſtimony after that of the 
Count de Treſſan. It is true, that this celebrated 
phyſician did not ſee all which was viewed by my illuſtri- 
ous friend; but he ſaw the moſt eſſential parts, and 
with the {ſame eyes. He renders conſequently the ſame 
juſtice to the {kiJl of the Valdajons (or Fleuriots;) and 
was alike ſtruck and enchanted with their ſimplicity of 
manners, their ſtyle of life, their food, and their dreſs. 

© Content (fays he) with their lot, they confine them - 
© ſelves to pure necefſaries, and reject whatever is uſe- 
© leſs. At home they live like {imple peaſants ; eating 
* rye-bread and bacon, and uſing water for their only 
© drink. "They are always, one or other of them, 
abroad; but never go out on horſe-back, and will 
never 


| 
| 
| 
| 


virtue ſhuns inſpection, and conſtantly remains attached 
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© never return home in a carriage. Gold and wealth in 
general, vain phantoms of happineſs, have no effect on 
© their minds. They have often refuſed two or three 
+ Jouis-d'ors from the rich, as a pay too ample ; taking 
from them only one or two crowns at the moſt, Ev- 
© ery Tueſday they attend at Remiremont, and on other 
days at Plombieres and other places: having ſome- 
times forty pour patients in one ſpot, with fractures and 
maims; whom they viſit and dreſs, gratis, or without 

e regardiog what is paid to them. Oftentimes they ſup- 

© ply their patients with money ro enable them to return 
* home.—'PThey give them allo their ointment ; which 
© is their Tole ſecret and treaſure. They affirm that 
© the receipt of this belongs to their family: it is an 
* outward application, known by the name of the Val- 


dajon ointment. I bis remedy is in much eſteem in 


Lorraine; being relolvent and good for the nerves, 
6 having qualities at once foftening and corroborating. 


elt is preſcribed by the family in caſes of bruiles, ſtrains, 


by diſlocations, and fractures, and alſo for wounds where 
© there is danger of mortification : It gives eaſe likewiſe 
© in the pains of gout and of rheumatiſm. It is ſimply 
© ſpread on linen, without being ſoftened with heat.'— 
Thus far M. Moraud, —We now return to our French 
Tranſlator J 


Who (ſays the French Tranſlator) after ſeeing the 
example of the Kliyoggs, the Pignous, and the Valda- 
jons, can retain a doubt, that Dr. Hirzel had the ſtrong- 
eſt reaſon for affirming, that the claſs of peaſants as 
much deſerves the attention of the philoſopher, as any 
other whatever, * * Let the true ſage who is friendly 
fo humanity ſeek after men who are truly virtuous ; let 
him follow them into their obſcurity, and into the claſ- 
jes which to the boaſted world of faſhion ſeem the moſt 
abject, He will there certainly find many a Kliyopg, a 
Pignou, and a'Valdajon, at preſent unknown; for true 


to 
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to that ſtate of ſimplicity which ſome diſdain to exam 
inc. But a diſcerning man will neglect nothing to draw 
ſuch characters from their retreat: he will go like the 
Count de Treſſan to viſit them in their cottages, or like 
Dr. Hirzel to ſeek them at their plough. He will be 
eager to make known their virtues and their good ac- 
tions; not in order to flatter their ſelf-love, for fame 
in their eyes is no bleſſing; but in the hope that * * if 
examples of vice make ſo many guilty and unhappy, a 
contrary effect will be produced by inſtances of virtue. 


8 — .——7ð — 
SECTION III. 


Additional Particulars in the Character and Sentiment: 
of Kliyogg, communicated by a Correſpondent x. 


« SINCE I know what uſe you deſign to make of 
© KliyoggT, it ſeems neceſlary to ſtate certain points in 
© his character, which can never ſerve for imitation in 
© Zurich, but will not the leſs do him credit, ** or pre- 
« vent his ſerving as a model for the cultivators ofAmer- 
© ica. In all the civilized parts of Europe, man has ve- 
* ry limited enjoyments ; no more than the mere 
© portion which cannot be raviſhed from him ; a portion, 
* neceſſarily ſlender in a country like Zurich; where the 

population 


® Theſe particulars are contained in a letter written in 1795, to the 
editor of this compilation, for the purpoſe of being inſerted in this place, 
The original being in German, the tranſlation is here given from a French 
tranſlation, . 

The author of the letter is a citizen of Zurich, well known for his ta- 
lents, and who has been noticed on this account by more than one ſove- 
reign power in Europe. —It will appear that he was little ſatisfied wittr 
the antient conflicution of his canton; and it may be ſuſpected, that he 
attributed to Kliyogg ſome of his own feelings in more than one ref- 
pet, | | 
+ Namely, to publiſh the preſent compilation reſpeing him, in the 
Uaoited States of America, in the firſt inſtance, E. 


—U — ———— is a Ae _— — 
. 


200 THE RURAL SOCRATES. 


population is ſuper-abundaut, and the government 
* meddles in the moſt minute concerns *. To do juſtice 
then to the merits of Kliyogg, we muſt conſider him 
as independent of circumſtances. 

The civil and eccleſiaſtical conſtitution of his vil- 
lage was entirely contrary to his principles; and he 
© ſtraggled againſt it with all the warmth and fincerity 
of his nature. —He conſidered morality and human 
© happineſs as founded not only upon au indefatigable 
© zeal for buſineſs, but upon ſimple truths, purified fron 
© uſcelets. and foreign doctfines; * ® for he diſliked 
© much of what was taught in the ſchools, Md even by 
© the clergy of Zurich. 

+ He carried to great lengths the maxim, that man 
© ought to ſtand upon his own baſis, without yielding to 


* * companions or neighbors. He was alarmed at the 


meeting together of perſons who were ſtrangers to 
each other; and affirmed that men grew worle when- 
© ever they remained in each other's company without 
© occupation. In this view, he clafſed under one de- 
© ſcription all aſſemblies at church-doors, taverns, mar- 
© kets, town-halls, ſchools, and military reviews; ſay- 
ing that io theſe caſes men were ſure to unlearn lome- 
© thing which was eſſential to hem. I recollect diſtinct- 
ly one of his remarks; namely, that when three per- 
< ſons are together, they will certainly ſay three things 
* which are improper; and if there are an hundred of 
© them, they will ſay an hundred. 

© It ſeems that Kliyogg has been extolled too much as 
a farmer, and at the expence too of his character of a 


© man. We have peaſants by hundreds, who have done 


© as much as himielf for the improvement of their 
farms; but, in all our country, there is not a ſecond 


EKliyogg, conſidered as a 77. With reſpect to , 
the 


* 


1 


This was but too true a charge. There was even an eccleſiaſtical 


efficer, who 4wong other things bad a right to examine what ſermons the 
ergy had preached in the courſe of every ſix months preceding. E. 


— 


— 
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| e the management of his family, 
« his ſupport of our natural rights, 
* an intimate knowledge of the human charaQeer, 
* and of the primary ſources of its errors and its 
WS 
«© and a reſolute and forcible oppoſition to theſe 
- © ſources ; 
(u#%; in all theſe particulars, he excelled more than 
© he did as a Swiſs cultivator ; and on this account an 
© altar may be erected to him, provided it be in the 
© Weſtern world. In ours, we do not and cannot 
* give to the people all which they aſk. The whole of 
© the people ought in truth to be reſpected; but in Eu- 
rope, we think a man reſpectable only in proportion 
© as he differs from the people. 
© The acquiſition of ſpecie is with us the ang le ſtand- 
* ard of internal proſperity; and the di/ipation er it, the 
c neceſſary reſult of our complicated relations. — Kli- 
© yogg however conceived, that coin in the hands of the 
© peaſant, led to his ruin; and that the peaſant had no 
© uſe for caſh, except to ſupport his houſhold and pay 
© his taxes, * U 
He feared alſo that the happineſs of his family would 
© ceaſe with the firſt piece of ſilk which entered it; and 
© he even dreaded the effect of Sunday clothes f. 
© Having a deep penetration into man, he calculated 
* the influence of each ſenſual enjoyment in its moſt 
« diſfant conſequences. It was not its effect however 
upon the finances or the ſtate # ## which intereſted 
him; (for with theſe he did not concern himſelf D, 
e but its effect upon the tranquillity of the mind and up 
© on the liberty and free exerciſe of our faculties, * 
© trated his notice; and theſe are objects which (L 
maintain) need not be provided for in Europe. — 
0 


+ It is ſarely uſeful to obſerve the rule, to be clean once a week, There 
is alſo a time when one may begin to wear our new clothes 5 which may 
well happen on the day nn dna is no work, E. 

B 


| 
[ 
| 
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The ſuperiority of the moral character, as ſeen up- 
© on many retired farms in Switzerland, where ſtmple 
© manners are preſerved: ſome centuries longer than in 
* our, villages ; is a confirmation that the ideas of Kli- 

* yogg reſpecting the union of families, are of the high- 
© eſt importanoe,—lt is true, that the difficult in- 
© tercourſe between theſe detached farms, renders mar- 
© riage ſomewhat leſs eaſy, than in villages ; but 
* Kliyogg was no friend to that over-done nene, 
* which is ſeen in ſome parts of our canton. 

© Kliyogg maintained that the innocence of the 11 
© ought to be preſerved longer than is cuſtomary ; that 
* is to ſay, their ignorance of this claſs of gratifications ; 
* and he maintained that there is no difficulty in ef- 
« feing this, by preventing the young from going to bed 
till they are well fatigued, He affirmed that the paſ- 


ſion for premature enjoyment is not natural to man; 


© but owes its riſe to the corruptions of ſociety. He 
© ſaid, that nature is content to poſtpone theſe feelings 
© for a long time, but that deſires are commonly exci- 
. by the folly of idle company. — His ſyſtem was 

partly the ſame for the deſires and paſſions of the un- 


derſtanding. He thought that they ought not to be 


© awakened too early, and before the mind is ſufficient- 
ly matured to content them. —*** Our Kliyogg in 
© ſhort was firmly convinced, that men ſhould be 
© brought to a diſcreet enjoyment of life by a courſe. 
© of voluntary activity and exertion ; and he conceived 
© that our preſent ioſtitutions of police, of education and 
© of religion, were little adapted to the leading circum- 
© ſtances of common life. 


© Perhaps I have too ſtrongly expreſſed my ſenſe of 
© Kliyogg's ſuperiority as a an, but I am ſure that he 
© fell ſhort in his character of a cultivator. His fixed 


© principle to do 
© as much as poſlible by work, 
as little as poſſible by money; 
© ©as much as poſſible by the labor of his family, and 
© as little as. FT by hired hands; tall 


A 
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© all this was worthy of a great legiſlator [who has 
things at his command. ]—But with a nation whoſe * 
turn is become contracted by the practice of counting, | 
* meaſuring, and weighing ; and which, on account of 
its cloſe population, the high price of its land, and the 
* mortgages with which it is burthened, cannot ſubſiſt 
without counting, meaſuring and weighing 3 with 
* ſuch a nation, the principle cannot apply. Where 
the peaſant is obliged to pay a high intereſt, and where 
© he commonly obtains the means of paying it by ſpin- 
ning; and where the farms are generally thrown into 
* diviſions (or fields) of one eighth of an acre each; 
* there the farmer can rarely keep as many hands all the 
year round, as he will want at particular moments; 
or fail to conſider a return in caſh, as the great ob- 
© ject of his labors. —Theſe however are circumſtances 
© to which Kliyogg paid little attention; for which 
6 reaſon he cannot be exhibited as a model for the culti- 
« vators of Zurich, where (l repeat) many in this view 
© have exceeded him.? 


* The writer of this article, though ingenians, «vas nat 'a farmer; and 
he wiewed his ſubje@ partially, — Many of Kliyogg's farming maxims ap- 
ply even in Z — uch as that a farmer Biull, ſer the example of works 
ing ; that he ſhould go to work the ſhorteſt way ; and that be ſhould never 
deſpair. Many farming practices are alſo equally admiſible in Zurich, 
awhich Klizogg had the merit of firſt exhibiting there ; ſuch as that of mix- 
ing together fails remarkable merely for differing from each other, that of 
ebtaining the advantage derived from ſurrows in moiſt land without the loſs 

ny land, and that of deriving manure from the trees int our woods, — 
. is the reſt 4 Europe in general in the ſame circumflances in which the 
| wrich. — Conſequently Kliyogg may be uſeful even in Zu. 
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No, * 


The Preface given by Arthur Young, Eſquire, to that 
part of the Rural Socrates, tranſlated and publiſhed in 
Engliſh, under his direction. | | 


OME time ſince I Crew up the preceding eſſays“, I met with a fmal] 
work in the French language, entitled Le Socrate Ruftique., I peruſ- 
ed it with great pleaſure ; ſurpriſed that ſo uncommon a relation ſhould 
not have attracted the attention of thoſe gentlemen, who read the modern 
E. authors; with a view to diſcover thoſe that promiſe beſt for tranſ- 
ation: but by not ſeeing this ruſtic philoſopher in an Engliſh dreſs, I ar + 
prehend the work is not included in that number. — The merit and un- 
doubted utility of it have determined me to procure a tranſlation ; that 
ho public might not be deprived of the loſs of ſach an example, from the 
concurrence of thoſe common circumſtances, which generally decide the 
neglect of foreign books, when deſerving of attention; ſuch as an impro- 
per taſte (relative to /, in tranſlators, or the ideas of bookſellers con- 
cerging their por... 1 ef» 
The work is peculiarly connected with the general caſt of the preced- 
ing ſubjects, viz. the economical management of a farm: it enlarges on 
ſome of them, and preſents other ideas of indiſputable uſe, Several parts 
of conduct, which I have omitted, are bere enlarged upon; and the whole 
is the real management of a Swiſs farmer a living, It is the hiſtory 
of bis practice; and diſplays an example, not only of economy, induſtry, 
ſobriety, and every domeſtic virtue; but alſo of moſt ſpirited huſbandry, 
much more cortect and accurate than moſt of our Britiſh farmers can 
bosſt. It diſplays:a poor peaſant, coming to a ſmall farm overwhelmed 
with mortgages, praQtifing ſo animated an agriculture, as not only to gain 
enough to diſcharge his incumbrances; but to purchaſe more land, and to 
cultivate the whole with voremitted diligence end neatreſs.—I ſhould 
if e N | think 


8 Intitled, Rural Economy, or Efſeys on the radical fate of huſeandrz, 
ce. E. | | 
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mink myſelf very unhappy, were I to trouble the public with a tiifliog or 
2 worthleſs book; but to the farming reader, or to thoſe who can be in- 
tereſted with the memoirs of an honeſt induſtry, I flatter myſelf this little 
work will not be unacceptable®, a 

It has been received with uncommon pleaſure in Switzerland and 
France. 
The notes I have added, ate marked at the end,*** 


No. II. 


Fragments from the Engliſh or French tranſlation of the 

' Rural Socrates ; which (though originally written by 
Dr. Hirzel,) have been reſerved for inſertion in this 
appendix, as not diredly relating to Kliyogg. 


Reflections now jnſtructed me in this great truth, that real 
grandeur in man is unconfined to rank ; and that the meaneſt condi- 
tion forniſhes ioftances of exalted ſentiment and underſtanding, capa- 
ble of being employed to the general good, —I way likewiſe convin- 
ced that in all ſituations, the conſciouſneſs of a rational application of 
our talents, the ſenſe of the progreſs we make in doing good, and the pure 
and tranquil joy which is the conſtant reſult of it ; are every where the 
ſteady reward of virtue, —The diffarent gradations and deſcriptions of ge- 
nius are equally diſcernible in the cottage and the palace. I could trace 
among the' cultivators of the earth a Lycurgus, a Socrates, a Plato, a Ho- 
mer, and a Lucian+! Nor ought I to conceal that the marks of vice were 
alſo to be met with. The diſtinction between the ruſtics and the faſhion- 
able part of the world conſiſts in the obe, not the degree, of the powerg 
of reaſoning. By l | 

The country therefore is the beſt ſchool for acquiring a more intimate 
knowledge of haman nature, for forming juſt ideas of happineſs, and for 
diſcerning what conſtitutes the true greatneſs of man. Here I learned to 


deſpiſe 


Ii was wwritten originally in German, This tranſlation is from the 
French one. y. | | — 


+ Some village Hampden, that with dauntl:ſs breaſt 
The little tyrant of his fields withfload ; 
Some mute, inglorious Milton, here may reſt ; 


Some Cromauell, guilileſs of his country's blood, 


Full many a gemof pureſt ray ſerene 
The dark wnfathom'd caves of ocean bear ; 
Full many a fler is barn to bluſh unſeen, 
Aud waſte its ſweetneſs on the deſart air, 
Gray's Elegy, written in a Country Church Yard, F. 


_— - — . _ - —— 
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deſpiſe the ridiculous vanity of thoſe literary geniuſes, who fancy that 
their extenſive erudition places them in a ſuperior order of beings; when 
it is evident, that their underſtanding is frequently clouded with prejudi- 
ces, and their will, a ſlave to the dominion of the paſſions ; a flavety 
which their vanity, the excreſcence of their learning, renders apparent to 
the eyes of a true philoſopher, | 
My ſentiments now became more enlarged. All the diſadvanta- 
geous deſcriptions of the manners and genius of thoſe we call a- 
wages grew ſuſpeRed ; and I lamented our deficiency in relations 
of travelling philoſophers, capable of inveſtigating the ſecret receſſes 
of the human heart, and of contemplating nature in her uncultivated 
offipring in a judicious and impartial manner. I am perſuaded ſuch 
temarks would throw new light on our inquiries into the theo- 
ry of the intellectual faculty, and furniſh the friends of human na- 
cure with materials fur gratitude to the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
Creator in the order and diſpoſition of his creatures, —We ſhould find that 
thoſe nations, whom we braid as ſavage, might, with much propriety, 
retort the appellation on their police guetts, who ſeek forcibly to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs them of wealth and liberty! Nor ſhould we have any remaining 
doubts whether thoſe among them ated * who after participating in 
the mannets and ſciences of the Europeans, ſeize the firſt opportunity of 
- turning to the ſimple and rational life of their countrymen, ®*** 


— — — — 
— 


| \ The. pleaſure ariſing from the ſtudy of huſbandry is now confirmed 
| in me“, ſince it is become a part of my duty to examine the nature of 

| doils, The appointment of firſt phyſician to the republic of Zurich, 
| making it incumbent on me to waich over the health of ber ei- 
| $izens, I am obliged to pay peculiar attention to the different modes 
of living of he different ranks of people. —The conſideration of a re- 
wedy for epidemical diftempers among cattle, alſo being ſtrongly te- 
commended to my care, ſome knowledge of agriculture ſeemed a neceſ- 
| ſaty preliwioary to ſuch an office ; as it almoit always happens that the 
origin of theſe epidemical diftempers ſprings from the meadow and paſture 
lands. The rule/t (inſerted in our memoirs) for prevention of epidemica/ 


diſeaſes 


Dr. Hirzel from bis ninth to hit fixteenth year reſided in the Abbey 
of Capel ; of which bis father was Intendant for the King of Pruſſia. 
Here he went through a complete courſe of huſbandry and converſed with 
farmers ; thus acquiring a love for agricultzre, with opportunities of ob- 
Serving mankind in a flate of retirement. 


+ The government of Zurich, defirons to give theſe rules the force of law, 
publißed them by authority throughout their canton, —The magiſtracy of 
' Baſil Cor Baſle) cage fellowed the example. | f 

Ihe memoirs referred to, are thoſe of the Philoſophical Society of Zurich 5 
ef which the autbor had been ſecretary. It has been obſerved in the pre- 
Face, that the Rural Socrates wat read before the Society, and i a part of 
. memiirs, F. | | ; ; 


— — 
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diſeaſes in cattle, by correAing the inſalubrity of the ſoil, furniſh proof of 


what I advance, 

This double motive inſpired me with an ardent defire of exploring 
and explaining, with all poſſible preciſion, the preſent ſtate of rural econo- 
my in Zurich ; with its imperfeRiens and capability of improvement. 
In this purſuit I again repeat wy happineſs in being member of a ſociety, 
which makes this intereſting ſubject the principal and conſtant end of 
its conferences and inguiries. 


I muſt nevertheleſs acknowledge, that the methods hitherto purſaed, do 
not appear to me, the beſt calculated to anſwer the purpoſes of improve. 
ment in farming. —An eager purſuit after new experiments, prevails 
among thoſe, whoſe knowledge of the ancient huſbandry is ſaperficial 
and incompetent. Some there are who flatter themſelves with being con- 
ſidered as the great improvers of agriculture, from the inttoduction of ſome 
unknown ſpecies of corn or artificial graſs : others expect fame from the 
invention of ſome new implement or different method of tillage : whilſt 
a third ſort hope to arquire it by vntried objects of attention; ſuch as 
the culture of mulberry-trees for filk-worms, &c.— In oppoſttion to this L 
apprehend the firſt principle we ought to ſet out upon, is a petſect know- 
ledge of the nature of ſoils ; with a competent inſight into ſuch methods of 
cultivation as are praiſed by the moſt induſtrious farmers, by which they 
often double their produce, compared with their neareſt neighbors®, 
What remains is to procure a free communication of theſe methods; and 
to endeavor by all poſſible means, to excite a laudable emulation in farm- 
ers. This I ſhould think the moſt eligible plan for reftoring agriculture 
among us. The moſt circumſcribed genius may follow practical rules, 
unmoleſted by any obſtacle ; whilſt new joventions ate attended with a 
crowd of difficulties, TY | 

I* have no deſire to depreciate the merit of thoſe generous citizens,” 
who have appropriated a conſiderable part of the ſuperuity' of their ia- 
come to the procuring of new-invented implements of huſbandry ; with 
ſeveral ſorts of grain and graſs-ſeeds, trees and ſhrubs, unknown in our 
climate ; of which they have made trials on their own eftates before they 
were rendered public. Theſe ſpirited attentions, of whoſe good effects 
we have already reaped much advantage, undoubtedly merit our com- 
mendation and acknowledgement. The introduction of potatoes and 
tarkey-corn (or maize,) and of turf (or peat) for manure, &c. may be com- 
priſed in the number. Yet this plan for the improvement of agricultute, 
appears more ancertain, and infinitely /ower in its progreſs, than that 
which I have ventored to recommend. It is more zucertain, becauſe men 
ate too apt to embelliſtra favorite theory in their writings, The n 

0 


* / farmer can ſeldom do better, nuhen moving into a new ſituation, than” 
#bſerwe the practices of the moſt ſucceſiſal of his new neighbors ; eſpecially if 
he is obliged to employ laborers obtained upon the ft. It will be eaſy af 
ward gratually ta refart ts bis aww ideas, E. 


—— —— = — — IS er 


y FENDI 


of which they ate fond, are often extolled beyond reality, and they al 
low too much to fancy in their deſcriptions, It muſt be a long courſe of 
experiments which alone can determine whether this or that grain or graſs 
may be naturalized with real benefit to a country ; or whether the adop- 
tion of a new ſyſtem of huſbandry, with its attendant expence, be an ad- 
vantageous compenſatian for abandoning an old one. Experiments ofter: 
ſucceed to admiration in a well-cultivated garden ; but when extended, 
the utility is found abſorbed in the expence of labor. —T have alſo obſery. 
ed, that new inventions are very ie in their effects, and can be of no 
real benefit till they become habitual or general. —lt is a work of time to 
convince a peaſant that the alterations you propoſe are eligible; and to 
perſuade him to renounce his prejudices, and — the hahn received 
from his forefathers for ne ones, | 


No. nr, 
Another Article from Dr. Hirzel, 


A Letter from Dr, Hirzel to the Abbe Sigiſmond, Coynt of Hothen- 
wart and Preſident of the College of the Norih [du Nord], of Lintz, 
(dated 4 October, 1774) is inſerted in the French tranſlation ; but as it 
has no relation to Kliyogg, it was omitted in its place ; though it con- 
tains uſetol remarks teſpecting the merits of agriculture, and the injuty 
one to it by luxury, manufactures, deſpotiſm, armies, &c, Foot 
It is worthy of notice however, that famine is repreſented as having 
cauſed great mortality among manufaRurers and other purchaſers of the 
earth's productions ; but as having had no effect among thoſe who cu/tj-, 
wated the earth for food. The French tranſlator adds curious accounts of 
the diminution of marriages and births among the former, in addition to 
the increaſed number of deaths, : | 1 
The following paſſages alſo merit a place here, “ Columella (ſays Dr. 
Hirzel) aſſures us, that agriculture is intimately allied with wiſdom ; 
and I can affirm from my own experience, that the aſſiduity and ſkill in 
* agriculture of our villages always affords a certain preſumption in favor 
7 their attachment to religion and good motals; and that it is rare to 
« find theſe virtues, except in company with each other,” —® A good 
8 cultivator is ſoon turned into a good ſoldier ; and many of our oldeſt 
« officers in foreign ſervice have informed me, that they have conſtantly 
6 obſerved, that every ſoldier drawn from the peaſaniry is @ fo ſoldier 
6 in proportion as he has been a guid peaſant.” 


No. IV. 


A P ot 
No. IV. 


Concluſion of Dr. Hirzel's firſt work, chiefly taken from 
the Engliſh tranſlation. 


If the magiſtrates of Zurich think it an objeR of national utility to 
encourage agriculture by premiums and marks of diſtiaction, their whole 
attention ſhould be applied to having them juftly conferred, This would 
require the eſtabliſhment of a... Society farmed of men of cha- 
rafter ; whoſe integrity and knowledge of every thing relative to huſban- 
dry, might ſecure univerſal confidence ; for it is neceſſaty that thoſe who 
ate to confer efteem, ſhould themſelves poſſeſs it, Men of this deſcripiian 
will think themſelves under the ſtrongeſt obligation to ſtudy, with accura- 
ey, the ſtate of the country; a taſk not eaſy to he accompliſhed, ſiace not- 
withſtanding our ſmall extent of territory, we have an uncommon variety 
of cultivation. — Thoſe parts which border upon the Alps. are apptopris - 
ted to the grazing and breeding of cattle, and little grein is to be feea 
there ; whilſt in the lower and lefs confined diftrits of Greiffenſee, Ki- 
bourg, and Regeuſper, the harveft makes a glorious appearance, Along 
the two banks of the Lake of Zurich, in the vales watered by the Lim- 
math, Thour, and 'Thoeſs ; as well as on the borders of the Rhine; the 
culture of the vine forms the principal branch of rural economy: but 
this culture is different, according to the nature of theſe ſoils, The grapes 
on the Lake of Zurich ſ:em to require another treatment, from thoſe ou 
the Limmath, though the vineyards are ſeparated only by the city; and 
the culture-of thoſe planted on the ſides of the Rhine, the Thour, and the 
Theeſs, differs widely from both,—-The members of this Society ſhould 
therefore make themſelves acquainted with the nature of the different 
practices uſed throughout the canton... The names of the perſons moſt 
eſteemed and moſt ſucceſsful in huſbandry ſhould alſo be obtained; with 
thejr own, relations of their methods of conducting and improving their 
farms, The Society ſhould alſo from time to. time make excurſions, to 
reQify miſtakes by perſonal inquiries. Thus by a judicious diſtribution 
of applauſe and of recompenſes to the beſt of cultivators, an emvlation 
might be awakened in the peaſants ſo as to bring agriculture to a general 
flate of improvement. Careful trials might be made under the immedi. 
ate inſpection of the Society of all new diſcoveries, ſirſt in nurſery-grounds, 
and afterwards if ſucceisfu} in the open field. An exact journal ſhould be 
of every experiment | | 

When the Society (hall have ſufficiently qualified itſelf, and made the 
neceſſary arrangements, it may propoſe an annual ſelection of the beſt farm. 
ers from a certain number of villages, taking all in rotation, Oo an ap- 
pointed day theſe ſhould be invited to appear before the Society; and 
when furrounded by their countrymen, hear an elogium pronounced, re- 
commending them as models to others; and ia teſtimony of the publie 
approbation, receive the deſtined prize! I would have this a medal, repre- 
kenting a laborer driving bis plough, , , 
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Soch rewards would infinitely more promote improvements in huſ- 
bandry, than the cuſtom of offering premiums for the belt diſſerration 
on fixed queſtions. My method condufts to its end ditectly; whilft in- 
genious ſpeculations are flow and remote in their conſequences, 

I cannot better conclude than with a remark from the Hieto of Xeno- 
phon, which perfectly agrees with the plan here offered, * “ Agriculture 
© which though one of the moſt Jucrative employments has never yet been 
6 attempted to he forwarded by emulation, would greatly flouriſh, if premi- 
un, were eftabliſhed in the country and in the villages for thoſe who beſt 
e cultivated the carth, The citizens thus encouraged to exeriions, 
« would make great profits ; the revennes of the ſtate would augment; 
and a modeſt tewpcrance u ould be joined to a love of labor. It is be- 
s ſides known that crimes are lefs common among the induſtrious?” 


No. V. 


Of the honors paid to apriculizre in certain eaſtern: 
COUNTTICS. 


There are ſome remarkable iuſlances (fays Mr. Gib2z when ſpeaking: 
of P-r/7a iu anticnt times) in which Zoronter © lays aſide the prophet, aſ- 
ſumes the legiſlator, and ditcovers a liberal concern for private and public 
happineſs, ſeldom to be found among the groveling or viſtunary ſchemes 
of ſuperſtition, —Faſling and celibacy, the common means of purchaſing 
the divine favor, he condemns with abhorreoce ; as a criminal rejection 
of the beſt gifts of Providence, The faint, in the Magian religion, is 
obliged to beget children; to plant uſeful trees, to deſttoy noxious ani- 

mals, 


+ Yontching, Emperor of China, auge died in the year 172% and awas re- 
markable for his juſtice and coſervation of the laws, * raiſed to the 
„ yank of @ mandarin of the eighth claſi, that laborer, in every province, 
« who, by the united woice of the mandarins of his canton, aves' decreed the 
« oft diligeut, induftriaut, hun man ! Not that the laborer avas compelled 
© /o guit his original profeſſion, where he had made fo good a figure, to exrr- 
« cife funcbieus of judicature with which he «vas utterly unacquainted. He 
« fill remained a laborer, with the title of mandarin: He enjoyed the priv. 
«;ledge of being next the governor of the province, and eating at his table 
« and his name ſtood in letters of (31d inthe public hall, It is ſaid that this 
« cuſtoms fo repugnant lo oxr nanucrs, and fo firong a ſatire upon them, 
« fill ſubfiſts.” See Addittons to ihe Hiſtory of all Netions, by M. Vols 
« taite. F. J 

* Dr. Hirzel in his gros cites a celebrated encomium on agriculture, by 
the antient Socrates, extracted from the fifih book of the Memorabilia of 
Xenophon. But as it does not agree with modern manners and religion in 
fome particulars, it has been neg lecied hore, E. 


. * 
* A Perfian legillator. 
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mals, to convey water to the dry lands of Perſia, and to work out his f- 
vation by purſuing all the labors of agriculture, We may quote from the 
Tendaveſta a wife and benevolent maxim, which compenſates for many 
an abſurdity : “ He who ſows the ground with care and diligence, ac- 
<« quires a greater {tock of religious merit, than he could gain by the te- 
« petition of ten thouſand prayers.” Ia the ſpring of every year a ſeſti- 
val was celebrated, deſtined to repreſent the primitive equality, and the 
preſent connection, of mankind. The Rately &:ngs of Perſia, exchanging 
their vain pomp for more genuine gteatneſt, freely mingled with the hum- 
bleſt but moſt uſe ful of ihetr ſobjects. On that day the huſbandmen were 
admitted without diſtinction, to the table of the king and his fſatraps 
{or nobility. ] The monarch accepted their petitions, inquired into their 
grievances, and converſed with them on the moſt equal terms. © From 
* your labors was he accuſtumed to fav, (and to fay with truih if not with 
© fincerity) from your labvis ave receive our ſubſiſience: yz derive your 
© tranquillity from car 4ioi/ance £ ſince therefore we ate mutnally neceſſa- 
ry to each other, ec us live together in concord and love f.“ Such a 
feftival muſt indeed have Gegererated, in a wealthy aud de ſpotie empire, 
iato a theatrical repreſentation ; but it was at leaſt a comedy well worthy 
of a royal audience, and which might ſometimes imprint a ſalutaty leſſon 
on the mind of a youny prince, (Sce the Hiſtory of the Decline and Fal 
of the Roman Einpire, chap, 8.) 

The Guebres? in P+r{14 (relates Sir Jh Chardin) ate all culiivators, 
or artificers, or fullers, or workers in leather, I never ſaw «ve among 
them who hved without doing ſomething, not yet any ove of them who 
applied to the liberal arts or to commerce. Their great ptoleſſion is 
apriculture ; including in this term, gardening and vineyards, as well as 
tillege, They conſider agriculture not only as an agreeable and tuno- 
cent profeſſion, but as meritorious and noble, 'They even believe it the 
ſirſt of vocations ; and one which both the ſovereign God and the ipferior 
gods (as they phraſe it) hold moſt in conſideration, and moſt reward, 
"This creed (lor it has hecome ſuch) peculiaily inclines them to cultiva- 
tion; their prieſts teaching them, that though the moſt virtuous of all 
acts is that of having » family; yet that the next is to cultivate lands 
which would otherwiſe be neglected, or to plant a tree uſeful for bearing 
fruit or for other purpoſes, —I have an hundred times reflected on this 
ſubject, when J have contemplated on one fide the dryneſs and preſeat 
barrenneſs of Perf», with its ſcanty population and flender productions, 
compared with the immenſe ſize of this country; and on the other hand, 


have reculleted what is ſaid in antient hiſtory cf its numbers, fertility, 
and 


+ How cliſely dies this wrieſpond evith Rligapg's diſcourſe to Prince 
Louis Eugene of Wirtemberg ! See . 116117. E. 

+ The Guebtes are the ate ite, of fire or of the ſun, in modern times : 
the name being given to them by the Mohammedans, in reproach. Theſe 
eworſhipfers are now very few in number, They are deſcendants of the 
Magi, or follower: of Zarnfter, juſt mcationed from Mr, Gibbon, E. 
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and power; (for nothing can at firſt ben more improbable than that 
Hoth' files of the caſe ſhould be true;) I fay, that I have an hundred times 
reflected on this ſtrange change; and it appeared to me owing to td 
cauſes. — Firſt, the antient Perſians were robuſt, laborious, and attached to 
buſine ſo; while the modeta inhabicants are idle, voluptuous, and ſpecula- 
tive, Next, the antient Perſians made cultivation a branch of their reli- 
gion; and thought that to labor, was to ferve God: while the preſent 
juhabitants of ' Perſia have principles which lead them to deſpiſe work; 
for they maintain that life is fo ſhort, "uncertain, and changing; that 
while it laſts, e ſhould act as men doin a conquered country or in win- 
ter quarters ; that is to ſay, obtain whatever we can, without car- 
ing for ſuturity.— The [ modern deſcendants of the} antient Perfians have 
gentle and ſimple manners ; and live very travquilly under their elders, 
whom they chooſe as magiſtrates ; the Perſian government confirming 
them in their office. x. B. This paragraph is tranſlated from an ex- 
* given | in the preface to the FOR dation of Kliyogg. E.] 


Mr, Bell the traveller, who wes n at the march cf a 7. 27675 ar- 
my from Conſtautiuople, headed by the Sultan; tells us that it was attend- 
ed by all the different trades and artiſans, and that the proceſſion contiuded 
four days. The „i in proceſſion, was a plovgh drawn by 00676 ox 
«en with gilded horns,” Sce his ſecond volume. p. 414+ | 


-Before the original inſticutions of India were fabrened by foreign in- 
vaders, the induftry of the huſbandman on which every member of the 
community depended for ſubſiſtence was as ſecure, as the tenure by which 
he held his lands was equitable, Even war did not interrupt his labors or 
endanger” his property, It was not vncommon, we are informed [ by 
Sttabo,] that while two armies were fighting a battle in one field, the 
peaſants were plovghing or resping in the next field in perfeR tranquillity. 
Theſe maxims and regulations of the antient legiflators of India have a 
near reſemblance to the ſyſtem of thoſe modern ſpeculators on political 
economy, who repreſent the produce of land as the ſole ſource of wealth 
in every country ; and who conſider the diſcorety of this principle, ac- 
cording to which they contend that the government of nations ſhould be 
condudted, as one of the greateſt efforts ot human wiſdom, — Under a form 
of government which paid ſoch an attention to all the different orders of 
which the ſociety is compoſed, particularly the culilvatots of the earth, it 
13 not wonderful that the antients ſhould deſcribe the Iudians as a moſt 
happy race of men; and that the moſt intelligent modern obſervers 
mould celebrate the equity, the humanity, and the mildneſs of Indian poli- 
cy. A Hindoo Rajab, as 1 have been infotmed by perſons well acquaint- 
ed with the fate of India, reſembles more a father preſiding iu a numer- 
ons family of children; than a ſovereign ruling over inferiots.— See 
Appendix to Dr, Robertſon's Hiforical Diſquiſitions — the knows 
fedge which 4 antie nt: hed of India. p. . g 268, | 
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On the fſteenth day of the firſt moon in every year, which generally 
eorreſponds with the beginning of March, the Emperor of China in per- 
ſon performs the ceremony of opening the gronnds, This prince in great 

omp proceeds to ihe field appointed for the ceremony : the princes of the 
imperial family, the preſidents of the five great tribunals, and an infinite 
number of mandarins accompany him, ® * The Emperor layirg aſide his 
royal robes, takes hold of the handle of the plough, and turns up ſeveral 
turrows the whole length of the field: then, with a complaiſant air hav- 
ing delivered the plough to the mandarins, they ſucceſſi- ely follow his ex- 
2mple. * * The ceremony concludes with the diftribution of money and 
pieces of ſtuff among the laborets there preſent ; the moſt active of whom 
finiſh the remaining labor, in preſence of the Emperor, ® * ® 

Some time ofter, when they have ſufficiently labored and manoured their 
grounds, the Emperor repairs aga#n in procefiion ; and begins the ſowing 
of the fields, always accompanied with ceremony, and attended by the la- 
borers of the province, 

The ſame ceremonies are performed on the ſame days in all the provin- 
ces of the empire, by the vieeroys, aſſiſted by all the magiſtrates of their 
departments, in preſence of a great number of the laborers of their reſpec- 
tive provinces, I have ſeen this opening of the grounds at Canton; and 
neret remember to have beheld any of the ceremonies invented by men 
with halt the pleaſure. * * 

The Chineſe agriculture has at the ſame time other encourzgements, 
Every year the viceroys of the provinces ſend to court the names of ſuch 
laborers? as have diftingmiſhed themſelves in their employments..,,, 
Theſe names are preſented to the Emperor, who confers honorary titles on 
the parties, to diſtinguiſh them above their fellow laborers. 

If any man has made an important diſcovery which may influence the 

improvement of agriculture, or ſhould he in any manner deſerve more 
diftingoiſhed marks of regard than the reſt, the Emperor invites him to 
Pekin, defraying his journey with dignity at the expence of his empire ; 
he receives him into his palace; interrogates bim with regard to his abil- 
ities, his age, the number of his children, the extent and quality of his 
lands; then diſmiſſes him to his plough, diſtinguiſhed by honorable titles 
and loaded with benefits and favors. 
F This empire was founded by /aborers in thoſe happy times, when 
the laws of the great Creator were ſtill held in remembrance, and the cul. 
ture of the earth conſidered as the nobleſt of all employments,.. . 
aad the general occupation of all, From Fouhi, (who was the firſt 
chief of the nation * *) all the Emperors without exception, even to 
this day, glory in being the firſt laborers of their empire, 

The Chineſe hiſtory has carefully preſerved an anecdote of generoſity 
in two of the antient Emperors, who not perceiving among their children 
any one to mount a throne which virtue alone ought to inhetit, named 
as their ſucceſſors two ſimple laborers, Theſe laborers, according to the 
Chineſe annals, advanced the happineſs of mankind during very long 
geigns : their memory is ſtill held in the higheſt veneration, It is onnes 
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eeſſaty to obſerve how much examples ſuch as theſe honor and animate ag. 
riculevre, - q 

See 7 rawels of a Phils/opher by M. le Poivre ; a beautiful and cele, 
brated little performance, of the Eogliſh tranflation of which, the priatec 
ef the preſent work pabliſhed a ne- edition in 1997}, 


| No, VI, 
Some, particulars reſpecting Chineſe agriculture. 


Ny what art (ſays the ſame M. le Poivre) can the earih produce ſubſiſt- 
ence [in China] for ſuch numbers ? Do the Chineſe pofleſs any ſecret 
for multiplying grain and proviſions * ** ? To ſolve my doubts I tra- 
verſe the fields z I iotroduce myſelf among the laborers ; who are in 
general, eaſy, polite, and affable, with ſome ſhare of learning and Know- 
ledge of the world, I examine and purſue them through all their opera- 
tions ; and obſerye that their ſecret conſiſts ſimply in manuring their 
fields judiciooſly, ploughing them to a_ conſiderable depth, ſowing them in 
the proper ſeaſon, turuing to advantage every inch of ground which can 
produce the moſt inconſiderable crop, and preterring to every other ſpecies 
of culture that of grain, as by fat the moſt important. 

This ſyſtem of culture, the laſt article excepted, appears to be the ſame 
that is recommended in all our beſt authors* * “; our common Jaborers 
are acquainted with it ; but how much muſt our European farmers be 
ſurpriſed, when they ate informed that the Chineſe have 20 meadonvy, 
natural por artificizl ; and have not the leaſt conception of falle tung, 
never allowing gheir lands the {lighteſt repoſe. 

The Chineſe laborer weuld conſider meadows of every denomination, 
8s lands in a ſtate of n»ture. They ſow all their Jands with grain; and 
give the preference io ſuch grounds as we generelly lay out in meadows z 
which lying low and being properly fituated with reſpect to water, are 
conſequently by far the moſt t:riile, "They affirm that a field ſown with 
grain will yield as much flraw for the nouriſhment of cattle, as it would 
— produced of hay ; beſides the additional advantage of the: grain, for 
the ſuſtenance of man ; of which they can ſpare too in plentiful ſeaſons, a 
wall portion for the avimal creation, Such is the ſyſtem adhered to from 
one extremity of their empire to the athier, and confirmed by the exper- 
'ence of four thouſand years, among a people of all nations in the world 
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* M. Ie Poi vre arat the Fit, and not the leaft important collector, of 
thoſe plants of the Faſtern Sear, which have been ſince diſperſed through 
tbe Meß Indien. They were firſt depoſited in the Ijle of France, The No- 
Rice concerning the life of M. le Poivre, ſays, that the bills of exchange of 
Ib amiable man, drawn for his reimburſement, long remained unpaid ; and 
awcre finally diſcharged during the adminiſtration of Mr. Tue. — 21 
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fat is related upon memory. E. 
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2 A Chineſe laborer could not but ſmile, if yon informed 
him that the earth has occaſion tor repoſe at a certain fixed period of 
time. The Chineſe lands in general are not ſuperior to ours; You ſee 
there as with us, ſome excellent grounds, others middling, the reſt bad; 


ſome ſoils firong, others light; lands where clay, and lands where ſand, 


gravel, and flints every where predominate. All theſe grounds even in 
the northern provinces, yield annually two crops ;z and in thoſe towards 
the ſouth, five in two years ; without one fingle fallow ſeaſon, during the 
thouſands of years that they have been converted to the uſes of agricul- 
ture, — The Chincſe uſe the fame manures as we do, in order to reſtore to 
their grounds thoſe ſalts and juices which an unremitting production is 
perpetually conſuming. They are acquainted with marl : they employ 


alſo common ſalt, lime, aſhes, and all forts of animal dung, but above all 


that [namely human] which we throw into our rivers : they make great 
uſe of urine, which is carefully preſerved in every houſe and fold to the beſt 
advantage: in a word, every thing produced by the earth is reconveyed 
to it with the greateſt care into whatever ſhape the operations of nature or 


art may have transformed it, When their manures are at any time ſcarce, . 


they ſupply the deficiency by turning up the ground with the ſpade to a 
great depth; which brings up to the ſutface“ a new foil, enriched with 
the juices of that which deſcends in its roomt, 

Without meadows, the Chineſe maimain a number of horſes, buffaloes, 
and other animals of every ſpecies for labor, for ſuſtenance, and for ma- 
nure, Theſe animals are fed ſome with ſtraw ; others with roots, beans, 
and prain of every kind.“ ® 

The moſt rocky hills, which in France and other places they turn in- 
to vineyards or totally neglect, are there compelled by dint of induſtty to 
produce grein, The Chineſe are acquainted indeed withthe vine, which 
here and there they plant in arbors ; but they“ “ would iwagine it a fin 
againſt humanity to endeavor to procure by cultivation an agreeable li- 
quor, whilſt from the want of that grain which this vineyard might have 
2 ſome individual perhaps might be in danger of periſhing with 

unger. 

The ſteepeſt mountains even are rendered acceffible, At Canton and 
from one extremity of the empire to another, you obſerve mountains cut 
into terraces, z. repreſenting at a diſtance immenſe pyramids divided into 
different ſtlages, which ſeem to rear their heads to heaven, Every one of 
theſe terraces yields annually a crop of ſome kind of grain, even ot rice ; 
and you cannot with-hold your admiration, when you behold the water of 
the river, the canal, or the tountain, which glides by the foot of the moun- 
tain, taiſed from terrace to terrace even to the ſummit, by means of a fim- 
ple portable machine which two men wich eaſe, trauſpoti and put in mo- 


tion. ® ® 
The 


T'T his is like the methad fo much talked of in the Engliſh Muſeum Ruſti- 
cum, t care the ©* ſubſidence of chalk,” or the deſcent below the ſurface 
ef the particl-r-of chalk employed for manure, E. 
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The Chineſe nation is capable of the moſt ſtupendous works. Ia 
point of labor I never obſerved their equals in the world, Every day in 
the year is a working day; except the firſt, deſtined for paying re- 
eiprocal viſits ; and the laſt, which is conſecrated to the ceremoniat 
duties they pay to their anceſtors, An idle man would be tteat- 
ed with the moſt ſovereign contempt, and regarded, as a paralytic 
member. Aa ancient Emperor of China, in a public inſtruction ex- 
hortiog the people to labor, obſerved that if io one corner of the empire 
there was a man who did nothing, there muſt in another quarter be ſome ono 
deprived of the neceſſaries of lite, This wiſe maxim is fixed in the breaft 
of every Chineſe ; and with this people ſo open io reaſov, he who pro- 
nounces a wiſe maxim pronounces a law, . . , | N | 

From theſe obſervations it is obvious that agriculture flouriſhes in Chis 
na more than in any other country in the world, Vet it is not io any pro- 
ceſs peculiar to their labor; it is not to the form of their” plough, or theic 
method of ſowing, that this happy ſtate and the plenty conſequent on it is 
to be attributed. It muſt chiefly be derived from their mode of government; 
the immoveable foundations of which have been laid deep by che hand of 
reaſon alone, ebe val almoſt with the beginning of time; and from their 
laws, dictated by nature to the firſt of the human race and ſactedly pre- 
ſerved from generation to generation, engraved in the hearts of a great 
people. [See M. le Poivre's work as above) 
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